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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


Is everyone else bored 
by use of the b-word? 


IF THERE is one word we have heard 
time and time again over recent 
years, and rarely in a way to send a 
shiver of excitement down our 
spines, it must surely be ‘budget’. 

The nation, as a whole, seems unable 
to keep within it, we’re constantly told 
to ensure we live inside it, and the 
impact of our Government’s failure over 
the years to do so, inevitably means we 
see public services further eroded. 

In short, don’t expect a barrel of 
laughs when the word pops up in 
conversation. 

Yet it is just possible that as a 
consequence of this prolonged 
period of austerity, we will be 
breeding a future generation 
with a very different ap¬ 
proach to their bottom line. 

Many of us, after all, had 
spent the last 20 years being 
bombarded with promises of 
zero interest deals and 
long-term repay¬ 
ments. 

We never had to 
save, we never 


had to scrimp. We just went in and 
got it and paid for it later. The result 
was we ended up living a life where it 
was a case of juggling debts rather 
than building up savings. 

Now, however, that has all gone. 
Instead, we’re hammered over the 
head with keeping within our limits 
and, seeing first hand, what happens 
when, as a nation, we don’t. It could 
literally pay dividends in years to 
come. At least let’s hope so. 

All of which leads me to point you 
inside to see the struggle KCC is up 
against and the cuts it will be 
forced to make to balance the 
books. There’s a chance for you 
to have your say too. This is 
important stuff which impacts 
on us all, so engage now or 
forever hold your peace. 

Things will get better. 
Eventually. Hopefully prosper¬ 
ity lurks just around the 
corner. We can but 
pray, eh? 

Have a great 
weekend. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or viacomplaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Save up to £2,000 with Britelite's fantastic 


SCRAPPAGE 

SCHEME 


Which? 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


'ritelite 


Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


FITTED AS STANDARD 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your 
home. Britelite windows will even add value to your property when the time 
comes to sell. Save £££'s off your heating bill with our high performance 
Triple Glazed windows. A Britelite window will perfectly complement 
k your home and what's more, we fit Triple Glazing as standard. We 
^ recycle 95% of the windows we remove when fitting our new Triple 
% Glazing, which allows us to offer an additional scrappage discount. 


Showrooms throughout the 
South East of England 

See website for full addresses 


Call 0800 5070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

rww. windowsxo.uk 


fc Off list price for orders placed by midnight 23/11/2014. Cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer.t Scrappage on windows only 


t Terms & conditions apply. Details available on request. 
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Our hospitals ‘prepared' 
for any threat of Ebola 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


HEALTH chiefs across the county 
insist they are ready to cope with 
any suspected outbreak of the 
deadly Ebola virus. 

Concerns over the illness, which 
is spreading rapidly through west 
Africa, heightened this week after 
cases were diagnosed in Spain and 
the US. 

Security health checks were 
reinforced on Friday, with addi¬ 
tional medical checks to be 
conducted at St Pancras, for those 
travelling through the county on 
Eurostar, as well as at Gat wick 
Airport. 

But defence secretary and 
Sevenoaks MP Michael Fallon said: 
“The World Health Organisation 
advice is that it is better to screen 
on exit from a country to make 
sure that people who are leaving 
are not infected, rather than trying 
to screen people who arrive. 

“It is very hard to be able to track 
people who are changing planes 
and arriving by different means in 
the UK. It is particularly difficult 
because the symptoms may not be 
obvious for a number of weeks after 
you actually catch the disease. It is 



READY: Locally health chiefs believe the chance of Ebola cases in Kent are 'low’ but they are prepared 


not straightforward.” 

East Kent Hospitals University 
NHS Foundation Trust said it does 
have two isolation rooms should a 
suspected case emerge. 

A spokesman at the trust, which 
manages hospitals including the 
William Harvey Hospital in 
Ashford, QEOM in Margate and the 
Kent and Canterbury, said: “We do 
have Ebola in our infection control 
procedures already, so it is not 
something we have had to draw up. 

“We do consider seeing a case to 


be a low probability at this stage.” 

At the Medway NHS Foundation 
Trust, which oversees Medway 
Maritime, a spokesman explained: 
“In the event that an individual 
does present with a travel history 
to an affected area and symptoms 
that are indicative of Ebola, they 
would be managed appropriately 
locally before being transferred to 
one of the designated specialist 
hospitals for treatment.” 

The Maidstone and Tunbridge 
Wells NHS Trust did not wish to 


discuss its arrangements. 

And Darent Valley Hospital, 
Dartford, added: “Our A&E staff 
have received extra training on the 
necessary additional personal 
protective equipment needed. 

“If the suspicion of Ebola is high 
we have a protocol for clinical 
samples and patient transfer to a 
specialised unit in London where 
patients will be cared for.” 

Work on finding a cure for the 
disease continues after some 
successful trials. 


PM vows ‘several visits’ 
to county as Ukip looks 
to build on Clacton win 


Confirmed: Ann Barnes will 
be investigated over crash 


PRIME Minster David Cameron has 
confirmed he expects to make 
“several” trips to the county as he 
looks to fight what could be a brutal 
battle in a bid to retain Rochester 
and Strood following the defection of 
Mark Reckless to Ukip. 

It comes as the race towards the 
by-election - the date of which is still 
to be confirmed but is set to be 
November - gathers pace after 
Douglas Carswell romped to victory 
in the Clacton by-election in the 
early hours of Friday morning. 

Mr Carswell was the first sitting 
Tory MP to switch sides, force a 
by-election, and then become his 
new party’s first elected MP. 

Mr Reckless stunned Westminster 
when he defected to Ukip last month. 

Mr Cameron said: “We’ll be 
working extremely hard in Roches¬ 
ter and Strood to ensure we have the 
best possible candidate for Conserva¬ 
tives voters to support. 

“We never under estimate any of 
our political opponents, and I’m 
looking forward to making several 


visits to the area as part of the 
campaign.” 

Over-turning the Tory majority of 
12,000 to deliver a near identical 
Ukip win, Mr Carswell immediately 
turned the focus on Rochester in 
order to help his good friend Mr 
Reckless follow him back to West¬ 
minster under Ukip colours. 

A triumphant Mr Carswell said: 
“Mark Reckless is one of the most 
decent people I know in politics. He’s a 
patriot, a diligent constituency MP. I’m 
confident that local people will vote for 
the man they know, not for the smears 
of the Westminster machine.” 

Mr Carswell, Mr Reckless and Ukip 
leader Nigel Farage, who is standing 
for the Thanet South seat in 2015, 
were all expected to appear in 
Rochester on Saturday as the 
campaign got under way. A recent 
poll suggested Mr Reckless had a 
nine-point lead over the Tories. 

Turn to pages 19-21 for all the 
latest on the by-election build-up 
in Rochester and Strood, along 
with full political analysis. 


KENT Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner, Ann Bames, is to be 
investigated by the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission 
following her car crash in Dartford 
on September 16. 

The IPCC will investigate 
whether Mrs Bames was legally 
insured to drive the private 
Mercedes involved in the crash. 

The IPCC was first alerted to the 
issue after details of the accident 


SUPERMARKET giant Tesco has 
pulled the plug on plans to build 
a major new store on Margate 
seafront - delighting campaign¬ 
ers who have long opposed the 
proposals. 

The Arlington House site, close 
to Dreamland, had been 
ear-marked for an 82,000sq ft 
development which included a 
60-bedroom hotel. 

But it has become the latest 


were referred to the watchdog by 
the office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Kent.. 

After an initial assessment, the 
IPCC decided that a full investigation 
into whether a criminal offence had 
been committed was necessary. 

The police watchdog say that the 
investigation will be overseen by 
IPCC commissioner Cindy Butts. 

Mrs Barnes has made no 
comment. 


victim of Tesco’s shift in focus - 
moving away from opening giant 
new stores in response to 
changing shopping habits. 

A Tesco spokesman said: 
“After careful consideration we 
have decided not to pursue a 
new large store in Margate. We’d 
like to thank everyone who 
supported our plans. We will 
continue to serve the local 
community.” 


Tesco shelves controversial 
seaside supermarket plans 
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Dispersal zone thrown up around town centre 


POLICE have thrown a dispersal area across part of 
Sheerness in a bid to crack down on antisocial 
behaviour. 

The zone gives police the power to move on any 
group of two or more people found to be “causing, or 
likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress” who are 
advised not to return for up to 24 hours. 

Anyone who fails to comply could be arrested and 


face up to three months in prison or be ordered to pay 
a fine of up to £2,500. 

The six-month order followed reports of nuisance 
behaviour in Sheerness town centre and around 
Beachfields Park. 

The boundary of the dispersal area is the A250 
Bridge Road, Millenium Way and A250 Trinity Road, 
and goes up to the sea at Jacob’s Bank. 



Dad’s Army movie to be 
set in Kent...but will all 
be filmed in Yorkshire 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A NEW movie based around the 
classic comedy Dad’s Army is to be 
set in Kent - but with all filming for 
the star-studded remake taking 
place in Yorkshire. 

Producers confirmed this week 
the cast list for the re-boot of the 
war-time classic which originally 
ran from 1968 to 1977. 

Originally starring the likes of 
Ramsgate’s John Le Mesurier as Sgt 
Wilson and Arthur Lowe as Captain 
Mainwaring, the new film will fea¬ 
ture Meopham’s Michael Gambon as 
Godfrey, Tom Courtenay as Corporal 
Jones and Blake Harrison, from the 
Inbetweeners, as Private Pike. 

Toby Jones will step into the role of 
Mainwaring and Bill Nighy as Wilson. 

Catherine Zeta-Jones, who made 
her name in the Darling Buds of 
May, shot in Pluckley, near Ashford, 
also stars as a news reporter. 

A synopsis of the new movie re¬ 
leased this week revealed: “It is 1944 



DON’T PANIC! The original cast 

and World War II is reaching its cli¬ 
max. The Allies are poised to invade 
France and finally defeat the Ger¬ 
man army. 

“But in Walmington-on-Sea, mo¬ 
rale among the Home Guard is low. 


Their new mission then - to patrol 
the Dover army base - is a great 
chance to revive spirits and reputa¬ 
tion, that is until glamorous jour¬ 
nalist Rose Winters arrives to write 
about their exploits, setting the puls¬ 
es racing and putting the local wom¬ 
en on red alert. MI5 then discover a 
radio signal sent direct to Berlin 
from Walmington-on-Sea. 

“There’s a spy on the loose! The 
outcome of the war is suddenly at 
stake, and it falls to our unlikely he¬ 
roes to stand up and be counted.” 

A spokesman for the Kent Film Of¬ 
fice, which tries to lure companies to 
film in the county, said: “We’d have 
loved to have welcomed the Dad’s 
Army production team here. But the 
fact scenes are being shot in York¬ 
shire is not a reflection on Kent and 
we assume the film company has 
found more appropriate buildings 
and settings to represent Dover 70 
years ago.” 

A movie version was released in 
1971 with the original cast - with 
scenes on the white cliffs of Dover... 
filmed in East Sussex. 


HOPE : Felipe Alviar-Baquero 

Lawyer to star 
in new series 
of Apprentice 

A LAWYER from Kings Hill will be 
vying to become Alan Sugar’s next 
business partner when he lines up in the 
new series of hit reality TV show The 
Apprentice. 

The BBC1 show returns on Tuesday, 
with the contestants unveiled this week. 

Among them will be Felipe Alviar- 
Baquero, a lawyer born in Colombia in 
South America, but now living in Kings 
Hill, near Tonbridge. 

The 34-year-old will be locking horns 
with 19 other candidates all looking to 
win Lord Sugar’s £250,000 investment. 

He describes himself as being 
naturally entrepreneurial, visionary 
and very organised. However, he said 
that he may struggle with numbers on 
the show, as accountancy is his worst 
business skill. 

Mr Alviar-Baquero shouldn’t struggle 
with popularity though, as he was once 
voted one of the top 100 Colombians by 
the country’s government. 

Mr Alviar-Baquero came to the UK 
from Colombia when he was just 17. He 
chose to move here to study English, 
going on to study at Oxford University. 

Previous winner, Stella English, who 
lives in Whitstable, fell out with Lord 
Sugar, eventually taking him to an 
industrial tribunal which she went on to 
lose. 


Medway Test results 
bring mixed fortunes 

MORE than 1,000 children this week discovered 
they had secured the pass mark in the Medway 
Test to allow them to apply to a grammar school 
next year. 

Some 1,039 children out of 2,417 - 321 of whom 
are not from Medway - gained a pass mark in the 
11-plus exam which they sat last month. 

Achieving a pass mark does not necessarily 
guarantee a child will get a place at a grammar 
- but they can apply for selective schools. 

Mike O’Brien, Medway Council’s portfolio 
holder for children’s services, said: “I would like 
to congratulate all the children who took the 
Medway Test this year. 

1 ‘Moving up to secondary school from primary is 
a huge step for all children and I wish them every 
success when they make the move next year.’ ’ 

Parents are entitled to appeal against the 
results. 

For the Kent Test results, which are due this 
week, see facing page. 


Death of long-serving 
Labour councillor 

A FORMER mayor of Gravesham and long-serv¬ 
ing Labour councillor, has died. 

Lady Anne Murray, passed away following 
deteriorating health which had necessitated a 
move from her former home in Gravesend to 
London three years ago. She was 85. 

Born Anne Wakeford, she was brought up in 
Crayford, and educated at Dartford Grammar 
School for Girls. She joined the Labour Party in 
1950, serving as a councillor in the London 
borough of Lambeth between 1958 and 1965. 

She met her husband, the former Gravesend 
MP Albert Murray, at the Labour Party conference 
in Blackpool in 1959. 

When he won his seat in Gravesend in 1964, the 
couple moved to the town, with Lady Murray 
remaining there until 2011. 

She also served as president for the North Kent 
Sunday football league, the Gravesend branches 
of the NSPCC, the National Association of Widows 
and the Royal British Legion. 


Hundreds pay fitting 
tribute to WW1 fallen 

MORE than 300 people paid tribute to the local 
fallen of the First World War in Tunbridge Wells 
on Monday. 

Held to mark the centenary of the start of the 
Great War, the event was a ticket-only special at 
the Royal Victoria Place shopping centre. 

Named ‘Poppy’, the event featured nearly 100 
local young performers including the sea cadet 
band of the TS Brilliant. 

All monies raised by the event went to the Royal 
British Legion. 

Organiser of the event, and marketing manager 
at the centre, Marc Burchett, said: “We were 
delighted by the overwhelming support for this 
event and thank everyone for their generous 
contributions. 

“It was a great tribute to the honour of our fallen 
heroes that so many of our local young people 
were able to play such an important role in this act 
of remembrance for our town centre.” 

The event took place after shops had shut. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Anxious wait for Kent 
Test results set to end 


THOUSANDS of children will learn 
this week whether or not they have 
done enough in the Kent Test to 
qualify for a place at one of the 
county’s grammar schools. 

Youngsters currently in Year Six 
sat the exams shortly after 
returning to school in September. 

They were the first to experience 
the new so-called ‘tutor proof 


version of the 11-plus, designed to 
prevent children from wealthier 
background hiring in tutors to 
coach their children into a selective 
school. 

Parents will first learn of the 
results just after 4pm on Wednes¬ 
day, October 15. The results will be 
sent to thsoe who registered their 
child online and submitted an 



email address. 

Kent County Council says it will 
be dependant on internet provider 
as to when your email will arrive. 

The results will also be sent by 
first class post on the same day. 


Rail disruption rolls on 
after track repair work 


COMMUTERS are being 
warned disruption to services 
in north Kent and south east 
London will continue for at 
least another three weeks. 

Speaking at the start of the 
week, a spokesman for South¬ 
eastern said: “The crossing that 
allows trains to run from the 
Bexleyheath line through 
Lewisham towards London 


Victoria has broken. 

“This crossing is a specialist 
piece of equipment and it will 
take at least four weeks to build 
a replacement. We are working 
with Network Rail to ensure the 
work is completed as quickly as 
possible.” 

All trains between Victoria 
and Dartford via Bexleyheath 
will be diverted via Sidcup. 


also 


Politics in the classroom 

COUNTY councillors are set to pay a 
series of visits to schools across Kent next 
week to mark Local Democracy Week. 

It is hoped youngsters will get the 
chance know their local representative on 
Kent County Council and find out how 
democracy affects all aspects of their lives. 


Arts festival set to start 

ARTS extravaganza the Canterbury 
Festival gets under way next Saturday 
offering its regular broad programme of 
events taking place at venues across 
across the city. 

The event runs from October 18 until 
November 21. 


Folkestone flood event 

A MEETING takes place on Tuesday to 
examine concerns over flooding in and 
around Folkestone. 

Hosted by local county councillors and 
the Folkestone Neighbourhood Forum, it 
takes place at the Town Hall in Guildhall 
Street at 5.45pm. 


A2 roadworks continue 

MORE traffic problems will be expected in 
and around Canterbury as a nine-week 
closure of a stretch of the busy A2 contin¬ 
ues this weekend. 

The road is shut every weekend until 
December between Brenley Corner and 
Wincheap. 



Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 766655 www.lenleys.co.uk 

FURNITURE | BEDS | CURTAINS | FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 




Highlight - Clever and simple free standing wardrobe system with a wide choice 
of configurations and colour choices. Wardrobes priced from Was £485 NOW £415 
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Autumn 
Lingerie Event 



www.nasons,co,uk 


Buy one bra and order another from the same 
label for HALF PRICE 


Nasons Department Store, 47 High Street, Canterbury CT1 2SB 01227 456755 
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KCC unveiled its draft budget this week - now you get a chance to have a say. Jamie Weir was there... 



COUNTY HALL : Hundreds of staff set to lose their jobs as county once again forced to save millions. Paul Carter (top) believes some services will improve - a view not shared by Derek Smyth 

Deep cuts leave county facing further 
scars as spending is slashed once more 


T HE pain of the austerity 
drive continues to be felt as 
Kent County Council this 
week unveiled its draft 
budget for the next year - 
and with it a £90m reduction on 
spending and the loss of potentially 
hundreds of jobs. 

Despite claims frontline services 
will be protected, opponents say sav¬ 
age cuts will be inevitable in order to 
balance the books. 

The budget details were revealed by 
Conservative council leader Paul 
Carter and finance member John 
Simmonds on Thursday morning. 

The proposed budget will cost an 
estimated 250-400 jobs across the 
authority, meaning that by 2018 
some 2,000 posts will have gone - a 
staggering 25 per cent reduction in 
the workforce in seven years. 

The budget, currently in draft 
form, has been released for public 
consultation public, with council 
chiefs stating that changes can be 
made if there is sufficient strength of 
feeling among residents. 

The county council leadership has 
stressed that, despite the axe being 
wielded again, frontline services 
would not suffer, but Labour group 
finance spokesman Derek Smyth does 
not accept any reassurances. 

He told KoS: “The fact is there will 
be cuts to services, and these cuts are 
getting ever more severe as the years 
pass. While the ruling party talk 
about efficiencies, and there will be 


some, that won’t avoid many of our 
services being cut back. That can’t be 
good news for many in the county and 
my fear is that large chunks of lower- 
and middle-income people will be 
squeezed as a result.” 

Cllr Carter was more optimistic 
about the draft budget announced by 
his council, saying that although less 
money was being spent and fewer 
workers would be in post, efficiency 
meant that the same quality, and bet¬ 
ter, could be provided. 

He said: “Yet again, we have had to 
find savings. Every year, I say that the 
cumulative effect of those savings 
make it more difficult to balance the 
budget. We have lost around 10 per 
cent of the budget every year for the 
last threee or four years, and this will 
go on for the next three years. They’re 
big numbers. 

“But we are seeing a great thrust 
on preventative services, particularly 
in children’s services, and what I will 
say is that just because we are spend¬ 
ing slightly less money, it doesn’t 
mean to say there are cuts in service. 

“In fact, quite the opposite and I 
think that the work we have done in 
driving efficiency in social care allows 
us to focus our resources on frontline 
services. Spending less money, and 
saving £90 million doesn’t mean, by 
conclusion, that we are actually 
cutting services at the front line. 

“I hope we have a budget that even the 
Taxpayers’ Alliance would agree with.” 

KCC’s cabinet member for finance, 


and the man in control of the budget¬ 
making process, John Simmonds, 
told KoS that although cuts were a 
bitter pill to swallow, central govern¬ 
ment funding for local councils was 
dropping and KCC needed to save 
cash somewhere. 

He said: “You can no longer sort 
this issue out in the short term. When 
you think about what we have saved 
over the past few years, even finding 
savings of £500,000 is hard at this 
point. We plucked the easy stuff long 
ago and are now being left with more 
difficult decisions to take.” 

One of those difficult decisions has 
been a council tax rise of 1.99 per cent 
- a rise equivalent to £19 per year on a 
band C property. It is the maximum 
increase allowed without the rise trig¬ 
gering a local referendum. 

Cllr Carter said that he hoped the 
residents of Kent “would under¬ 
stand”, noting that the rise was only 
slightly over the nation’s rate of infla¬ 
tion of 1.5 per cent. It was said the 
increase would bring in an extra 
£10m for the council, meaning fewer 
cuts elsewhere. 

Cllr Simmonds stressed that the na¬ 
tional backdrop meant KCC would be 
squeezed for some time to come. 

He said: “Government is about half¬ 
way on its journey to eliminating pub¬ 
lic debt, but I don’t envisage it will get 
any easier for us until at least 2018. 

“There is unlikely to be any let-up 
on us with regards to spending for 
some time, whatever the outcome of 


the General Election, as all political 
parties have indicated economic re¬ 
straint will continue.” 

And taking aim at the Govern¬ 
ment, Cllr Simmonds blamed it for 
many of the cuts being forced on the 
county authority. 

He said: “What has annoyed me 
particularly is that the Government’s 
way of calculating the effect on 
spending is somewhat dishonest. 
When you look at the difference per 
head of population, if we received the 
same Government funding per per¬ 
son as London gets, we would have an 
extra £102m in our budget, and that’s 
around £10m more than we have had 
to cut this year. London is not unique 
in deprivation.” 

B ut, despite this, Cllr Sim¬ 
monds says that the budget is 
solid and will deliver the 
massive savings the council 
has to make - the authority has al¬ 
ready cut £269m over the past three 
years and is now expecting to be 
forced to make a further £206m re¬ 
duction up to 2018. 

He said: “With this new proposed 
budget we are looking at similar or 
better outcomes for people, with less 
cost. We invested £lm in taking on a 
new procurement team. That group 
has managed to deliver savings of 
around £18m since it was formed. 
That’s the kind of work we are look¬ 
ing to extend.” 

Speaking about the proposed staff 


redundancies, Cllr Simmonds stated 
that it was unlikely to have a signifi¬ 
cant effect as the council had been 
planning for the future over the past 
few years. 

He said: “Staffing reductions in¬ 
cluding restructures and vacancy 
management we believe are likely to 
affect somewhere between 250 to 
400 people over a three-year period. 
But, as always, as we have been look¬ 
ing ahead to the future we haven’t 
been filling vacancies, so it won’t 
have such a dramatic effect on staff.” 

And although the Labour group is 
unhappy about the cuts, its finance 
spokesman says that it is an unfortu¬ 
nate necessity. 

Cllr Smyth said: “The savings do 
have to be made somewhere because 
of the Government’s funding cuts and 
added pressures to our services. 

“With grants being cut, and less 
money coming in to the council, it is 
the only thing which can be done. 

“The really important thing is that 
people actually respond to this con¬ 
sultation to let us know what they 
want. If we get responses, we will be 
able to take this and use it to ensure 
that people’s views are heard, and 
that’s the crucial thing.” 

The consultation, which is being 
run until November 28, asks resi¬ 
dents to give their views on the pro¬ 
posed budget. The public can respond 
to it by going online to www.kent.gov. 
uk/budget and answering two short, 
simple questions. 
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>easonal.Discount 

on all Log Cabins at Johnsons 


‘THE BIGGER THE PACKAGE...THE BIGGER THE DISCOUNT’ 


JmVaocou 
Double Glazed Platinum package 


was 


£6,949, now.. ... £5,906 


II 


5% OFF ALL SILVER 

packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Construction onto existing level basework, Felt roof) 

10% off if you ‘Go for GOLD 

package 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 
Preservative paint**) 

15 % OFF ALL PLATINUM 

packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 
Preservative paint**, Roof insulation, Laminate flooring) 




5m x 3m Denver 45mm, 
Double Glazed Diamond package 


was 


£8,749, now..... £6,999 


I9601 


20 % 


OFF ALL DIAMOND 


packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 

Preservative paint**, Roof insulation, Laminate flooring, Floor insulation, Electrical package***) 

All of our Packages include FULL INSTALLATION! 

*Deliveries outside of a 50 mile radius may be subject to additional charges **Supply of Preservative Paint does not include 
application ***Electrical Packages are specific to size of cabin and may be subject to site survey or optional upgrades etc. 


%{l£?Bn‘ ldingS 

NO CATCHES, NO HIDDEN AGENDA... 

...THE MORE YOU BUY THE MORE YOU GET OFF!!! 


l par < 


www.needextraspace.co.uk - 0845 4599444 


Johnsons Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 

Kent, 

CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 
chestfield@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TN14 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 
polhill@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearstead Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 
maidstone@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road, 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 
01233 878412 
ashford@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 
01634 405859 
gillingham@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 
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Chetna lifts the lid 
on life in the tent 
and what she plans 
to cook up next 


In the week 12 million viewers tuned in to watch Nancy 
Birtwhistle crowned champion of BBC TV’s hugely popular 
Great British Bake-Off, Sarah Linney spoke to contestant 
Chetna Makan to serve up a slice of life on the phenomenon 


S HE delighted the judges 
with her carefully-crafted 
fusions of Indian and British 
flavours and viewers with 
her unassuming charm and 
radiant smile. 

But Chetna Makan says she never 
expected to reach the semi-finals of 
the BBC’s Great British Bake-Off - or 
to even get into the competition in the 
first place. 

“I have always cooked, but I got 
into baking three or four years ago 
after having children and baking 
cakes for them,” said the 36-year-old, 
who lives in Broadstairs. 

“Then, last year after the show 
aired, all my friends said I should try 
to apply. I only made cakes then, but I 
decided to give it a go.” 

The show has become something of 
a phenomenon, sparking a revival in 
traditional baking and making 
household names of the likes of judg¬ 
es Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood. 
Mr Hollywood is certainly no stranger 
to the county - he lives in a village 
near Canterbury. 

Such was its popularity, it moved 
from its BBC2 home to a prime-time 
slot on BBC1 for this series. 

Adds Mrs Makan: “I thought it would 
never happen, but there was no harm 
in filling in the application form.” 

There certainly wasn’t. Several 
auditions later, in March this year, 
Mrs Makan found out she was one of 
the 12 contestants who had been 
chosen for the shows, presented by 
Mel Giedroyc and Sue Perkins. 

“Since I was chosen it’s been quite 
a roller-coaster,” Chetna said. 

“When you go through, you have 
four weeks to prepare the 20 recipes 
that you will be making. 

“You are given ideas, but you have 
to come up with the recipes. Then you 
are filming every weekend - you are 
there for two full days and they put 
you up in a hotel. 

“It was a lot of hard work. We had 
to work on things we had never baked 
before. I had only done cakes at that 
point -1 had never done breads or pies 
and some of the boys had made only 
bread. You end up sitting up quite late 
at night working on the recipes. 

“We were making things like a 
tower of pies and working with cara¬ 
mel. No-one had made Dobos torte 


Chetna Makan, 

on life after Bake Off 


his baked Alaska in the bin after it 
was taken out of the freezer by fellow 
contestant Diana Beard and it melted. 

“That was a very stressful chal¬ 
lenge for all of us,” Mrs Makan re¬ 
called. “It was boiling - it was the 
hottest day of the year - and we were 
making ice-cream. The heat was get¬ 
ting to us and everyone was in their 
own world of madness. 

“I didn’t even know Iain had 
thrown it in the bin until we got to 
the end of the challenge, as it only 
happened in the last half-hour. 

“But Diana definitely didn’t have ill 
intentions. None of us thought that.” 

There was no danger of Chetna her¬ 
self being involved in such a drama - 
despite the pressure, she seemed to be 
calm in the tent at all times. 

“I am usually a calm person,” she 
said. “Something has to go terribly 
wrong to make me lose my calm. And, 
also, sometimes I am really nervous or 
stressed inside, but it doesn’t show.” 

Since the show started, Mrs Makan 
has inevitably been recognised - both 
in her home town 

and further afield. 

“When i 

people start¬ 


SUCCESS: Mrs Makan above says Paul Hollywood (left) was a hit on set 


ed recognising me it was a bit 
strange,” she laughed. 

“But I think it’s amazing that peo¬ 
ple want to stop and say something. 

“In London people just smile or 
whisper behind you, no-one talks to 
you, but when I was out at Broad¬ 
stairs Food Festival with my family, 
last weekend everyone stopped and 
said I had done well and they had 
wanted me to be in the final. 

“It was really lovely and I think 
it’s fantastic that people felt com¬ 
fortable coming to say hello. But I 
think things will calm down once 
the show is finished.” 

Judge Mr Hollywood made a 
surprise visit to see Mrs Makan as 
she performed a cooking demon¬ 
stration at the festival. 

And with characteristic compo¬ 
sure, she reconciled herself to the dis¬ 
appointment of being knocked out of 
the show in the week before the final. 
“I was upset because I was so 
close, but I soon realised I did real¬ 
ly well compared with what I 
thought I could do -1 didn’t think 
I would get to the semi-finals. 

“All the bakers were equally 
good - it’s all about how you do 
in that week.” 


T h 

i 

1 

a 


I he mum-of-two came to the 
UK from Mumbai, where she 
trained as a fashion designer, 
in 2004, shortly after her 
wedding to husband Gaurav. 

There were few opportunities to 
pursue her original career without 
commuting to London and she 
stopped working altogether when she 
had her children - now six and five - 
but hopes to be able to pursue her 
cookery in more depth now. 

“I do like cooking and there is noth¬ 
ing really that I don’t like to cook -1 
used to not really enjoy making 
bread, but since going on Bake Off I 
love it,” she said. 

“The plan is to get my recipes to¬ 
gether and see if I can do a book. From 
now to getting a book together is a 
long process, though. 

“My mum is the only person who 
has inspired me to cook. 

“A lot of my cooking is what I’ve 
seen her do -1 have maybe a handful 
of recipe books. 

“I am doing a pop-up kitchen 
next Saturday (October 18) for 26 
people at the Queen Charlotte pub 
in Ramsgate, which is fully booked, 
and if that goes well I might do a few 
more. 

“You will see me doing things.” 


before and the show was the first time 
I had ever made doughnuts.” 

The show - filmed this year near 
Newbury in Berkshire - happens just 
as it is shown on TV, with the signa¬ 
ture and technical challenge on the 
Saturday and the showstopper on the 
Sunday. 

“There are no retakes for any¬ 
thing,” Mrs Makan said. 

“There might be retakes for [present¬ 
ers] Sue and Mel coming in, that might 
be done once or twice, but once they 
say ‘Bake! ’ it’s all done in real time. 

“And when you see it on TV and 
they do the big reveal, that’s how it is 
in reality.” 

The show is often described as TV’s 
nicest competition and, far from snip¬ 
ing and trying to outdo each other, 
this year’s contestants were often 
seen helping each other and joking 
together. 

“We all got on and we still are a 
very close bunch - even including 
Claire, who left in week one,” she said. 

“It wasn’t very competitive and we 
used to have a really good laugh. 

“We have tried to see each other 
since leaving the tent and we have 
had big get-togethers with our fami¬ 
lies. I get along really well with Iain, 
Nancy, Kate and Richard. 

“Mel and Sue are as lovely as they 
seem, very friendly, and they make 
you feel comfortable in the tent. 

“The judges didn’t mix so much 
and kept their distance - but, yes, 
Paul Hollywood got on with all of us! ” 

The only moment when things 
looked less than amicable in the tent 
was the incident in week four dubbed 
Bingate - when Iain Watters threw 


kk The contestants all 
got on really well and 
we have tried to see 
each other since leaving 
the tent. We have had 
big get-togethers with 
our families. 
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Dreamland edges closer to reality as 
it allows a peak behind the curtain 

Those behind project reveal what will lie within the ‘re-imagined’ park. Maria Chiorando reports 



D reamland, the venue 
that once arguably de¬ 
fined the Margate experi¬ 
ence more than any oth¬ 
er, is scheduled to open its 
doors again next year, and this week 
we learnt a little more about what 
might be in it when it does. 

The county’s media gathered at 
Dreamland Expo in the Thanet sea¬ 
side resort on Wednesday to hear 
more detail behind the proposals, 
along with assurances that the grand 
rebirth would be on time. 

Eddie Kemsley is the Dreamland 
project director. She said: “We are 
starting to launch the brand and the 
vision - it’s about giving the public 
that first taste of what they can ex¬ 
pect in 2015. 

“We’re just opening the doors 
slightly and saying this is the look 
and the feel and the vibe of what’s on 
its way. 

“We don’t use the word ‘reopen’ 
because it’s not going to be like it was 
in the 50s or 60s. It’s something to¬ 
tally new and totally different, so we 
say we’re re-imagining it. 

“It will be vintage-themed but with 
a twist - something that people have 
never seen before. I can’t give a com¬ 
parison because this is going to be 
unique. No other place in the world is 
doing what we’re going to do. 

“It’s a complete reinvention of sea¬ 
side fun. Fun, food, dance and thrills 
- that’s what we’re going to deliver.” 

The exact opening date will be not be 
announced until the end of the year. 

The Dreamland site has had a diffi¬ 
cult and well-charted history in recent 
years. 

It was closed in 2005, following 
years of decline, and there were ini¬ 
tial plans to turn it into a retail and 
residential site. 

It was sold to the Margate Town 
Centre Regeneration Company for 
£20 million, but Thanet District 
Council finally bought it in Sep¬ 
tember last year using a Compulsory 
Purchase Order (CPO). 

The creative team appointed by the 
Dreamland Trust, the group that 
emerged from the campaign to save 
the venue and that has worked with 
partners to secure public funding, 
have been on board ever since, with 
legendary Red Or Dead designers 


Wayne and Geraldine Hemingway at 
the helm. 

They have been working with a 
fairly tight budget - a total of £18m, 
which has come from Thanet District 
Council, the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the SEA Change programme, 
which is Government-funded. 

Ms Kemsley said: “The budget is 
not a massive amount of money, but it 
is enough money for us to do what 
we’re doing. 

“But we’ve been very careful and 
very clever about how we’ve spent the 
money on the project, so we’re really 
excited about what we can deliver.” 

One of the most keenly-anticipated 
aspects of the new-look Dreamland is 
the collection of rides. 

These will include the restored 
Grade IF-listed Scenic Railway, 
which is Britain’s oldest roller-coast¬ 
er and which Ms Kemsley says will be 
the “centrepiece”. An arson attack in 
2008 destroyed much of it, but it will 
be restored to its former glory. 

There will be other vintage pieces, 
such as 15 rides dating back to the 
1920s, many of which are the last re¬ 


maining examples of their kind in the 
world. They include 1950s Hurricane 
Jets, the Double Deckers and the 
much-loved Caterpillar. 

The rides are not the only attrac¬ 
tions. 

Ms Kemsley said: “Every bit of 
Dreamland will be creative and dif¬ 
ferent - there won’t be anything 
that’s ordinary. 

“For example, you might sit on a 
bench that’s an old up-cycled dodgem 
car, and all our food retailers will 
work out of vintage vehicles. 

“We’ll have a retail area and cater¬ 
ing, as well as traditional side-shows 
such as ‘hook a duck’ games with a 
twist. 

“There will also be a bandstand 
that will be constantly programmed 
with all sorts of performing arts, as 
well as an outdoor cinema. 

“Work is currently being done on a 
big splash-pad feature, with big driers 
in case you do decide to get wet. On 
top of that, we’ll have traditional 
travelling shows, like high divers 
who dive into tiny pools, for example. 

“There will be a driving school for 


children, using up-cycled mini vin¬ 
tage cars - they will get a certificate 
after they’ve passed their test. 

“Whether you are two or 82, there 
will be something to provide you with 
entertainment.” 

Her enthusiasm for the project is 
clear and this is matched by that of 
Mr Hemingway, who says that he 
wants every view of the park to be so 
attractive “that it could be Insta- 
grammed” [a social-networking site 
for photographs]. 

He said: “To say we are excited 
about building the vision for Dream¬ 
land, an iconic British seaside institu¬ 
tion, is a massive understatement. 

“There is a palpable feeling of ener¬ 
gy throughout Margate, with a grass¬ 
roots creative revolution that only 
looks set to continue as more and 
more young artists continue to make 
the move. I can’t think of a better time 
for Dreamland to open and once 
again thrill holidaymakers from far 
and wide. 

“Dreamland is waiting for you.” 

There has been some concern as to 
whether the project can open on time, 


given the amount of work still to do, 
although bosses remain upbeat. 

Ms Kemsley said: “A project like 
this has lots of things that all have to 
come together at the same time. 

“Everything has to work and there 
are always hiccups, whether they are 
construction or whatever they might 
be. That is always the case. 

“So far we’re on track, we’re on tar¬ 
get, and we’re confident about open¬ 
ing next year. We haven’t had any 
major problems occur in the time I’ve 
been here. 

“Apart from the Scenic Railway 
there isn’t much structural work go¬ 
ing on at this stage of the develop¬ 
ment around the site, but we’re on 
target.” 

O ther concerns relate to who 
is going to operate the park. 
This is a matter for Thanet 
District Council, which has 
yet to secure a contract with a poten¬ 
tial operator. 

A spokeswoman said: “Thanet 
council is aware of the significant in¬ 
terest in the Dreamland project and is 
working within the regulated pro¬ 
curement process, which at present 
has to remain confidential. 

“Until this process is complete, and 
a contract has been awarded, there 
will be no formal announcement.” 

Despite this, hopes remain high 
that the park could provide direct em¬ 
ployment for some 150 people during 
peak season. With concession stands, 
this could be raised to 200 people by 
the time the attraction opens next 
year. 

Iris Johnston, leader of the council, 
said: “Dreamland holds a special 
place in the hearts of the local com¬ 
munity. 

“Public support for the project has 
been overwhelming and I’m delight¬ 
ed that as a council we were able to 
act boldly to help drive this forward. 

“Opening a major new UK visitor 
attraction will bring huge potential 
and is significant in the continued re¬ 
generation of Margate. 

“The wider economic impact real¬ 
ised following the opening of Turner 
Contemporary is testament to that. I 
can’t wait to see the progress on site 
as HemingwayDesign help to turn 
this vision into reality.” 


KIT YOURSELF 
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MAYNARD ROAD, 
WINCHEAP 
CANTERBURY 
CT1 3RR 

Tel:0844 387 6849 

GOoutdoors.co.uk 
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Established 1981 

CF 


Over 55,000 customers! 




Limited 



Celebrating over 33 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request 


Energy Window 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent's leading double glazing manufacturer 


WINDOWS 

£1,512 
WINDOWS 
£1,890 £<3 
WINDOWS 

£2,268 r“ 

WINDOWS 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 i"3 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 

£2,836« 

WINDOWS 


« £3,309 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
28 th 
October 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


Open 6 days a week 


as heard on heart 

103.1 1C2.8 




FENSA 


REGISTERED COMPANY 




Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 


Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 


01795422877 . . 

01322290525 www.supaglazmg.eom 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 



Almost a year 
on, what has 
been done to 
keep flooding 
misery at bay? 

Last winter’s floods brought devastation across 
much of the county as people were forced from 
their homes. Jamie Weir investigates what efforts 
have been made to prevent a repeat occurrence. 


L AST Christmas was a desperate time 
for many in the county as floods 
caused by heavy rainfall, saturated 
ground and burst river banks forced 
them from their homes. 

When the waters finally began to recede and 
the debris was cleared, the human misery 
caused by the floods became apparent. 

Many in government, including Prime Minis¬ 
ter David Cameron, who visited heavily-affected 
Yalding, said that lessons should be learned and 
demanded that action be taken to ensure such 
an event never occurred again. 

However, despite these calls, almost a year 
on, the Environment Agency (EA) - the Govern¬ 
ment agency tasked with flood defence - has not 
begun work on any new physical flood defences 
this year. 

Steps have, though, been taken by the agency 
to shore up what it calls flood resilience, with 
the organisation keen to stress the measures it 
has taken to ensure that communication and 
community effort is key to avoiding the level of 
damage that Kent saw last year. 

One of the worst-hit areas during last year’s 
flooding was the Little Venice Caravan Park in 
Yalding. 

A total of 50 residents had to be rescued by 
emergency services as the flood waters rose, en¬ 
gulfing the site and destroying many of the car¬ 
avans there. 

The manager of the site, Ben Brackenbor- 
ough, told KoS that, although things had been 
done to prevent a repeat performance, more need¬ 
ed to happen before they would feel confident. 

“It was hard to put a cost on the damage 
which was done, but it probably left us around 
£50,000 down at the business,” he said. 

“The real cost at the park was much, much 
higher, though, because many of the residents 
had to pay for their homes to be refurbished and 
for their outside spaces to be rebuilt.” 

Despite such frustrations and the lack of 
tangible evidence that work was being done, 
Rob Wise, EA flood recovery manager for Kent 
and south London, told KoS that he was confi¬ 
dent that communities would be better equipped 
to deal with flooding if it happened this year. 

He said: “We have had a huge programme to 
help communities understand the importance 
of flood resilience. 


“To this end, we have invested a lot of time re¬ 
vising the flood warning service to simplify it 
and also to make it more tailored to communi¬ 
ties. This will mean that specific areas will 
know what to expect, and when to expect it, 
much more easily. 

“We are also training dedicated flood war¬ 
dens in communities which are in danger of 
flooding. This means that we can have a conver¬ 
sation with that individual and they can go out 
and alert communities, giving them real-time 
information to ensure that the public are well 
informed and able to take steps to ensure the 
floods have less of an impact on them.” 

To make the flood warning service a better 
resource for communities, the EA spoke with 17 
parish councils about changes it is making 
along the Medway Valley. 

The organisation says this will mean commu¬ 
nities are better prepared. 

In addition to the improvements to the warn¬ 
ing service, the EA has also spent time working 
with affected communities to help them develop 
action plans so that everyone knows what they 
should do in the event of extreme weather that 
may cause floods. 

The EA has also trained 42 wardens from 
nine communities in Kent: Hildenborough, 
Tonbridge, East Peckham, Little Venice, Collier 
Street, East Farleigh, Aylesford, Boughton 
Monchelsea and Edenbridge. 

This, the group says, means that should floods 
strike, the public will be able to look after them¬ 
selves better. 

k k It was hard to put a cost 
on the damage which was 
done, but it probably left 
us around £50,000 down at 
the business. The real cost 
at the park was much, much 
higher, though. JJ 


Ben Brackenborough, site manager at 
Little Venice Caravan Park in Yalding 
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ALL AFLOAT: Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone and The Weald, gets to see the problems in Yalding first-hand,above. 
Top right: Rob Wise, of the Environment Agency, and Carl Lewis, right, who has been trained as a flood warden 



One of the flood wardens being 
trained, Carl Lewis, told KoS that the 
system meant his community in 
Tonbridge would be significantly 
safer from flooding. 

He said: “Communities will be bet¬ 
ter equipped to deal with flooding as a 
result of the work the wardens are go¬ 
ing to be able to do. 

“We are able to communicate 
quickly and easily with the EA, mean¬ 
ing that there is a liaison point on the 
ground which can let them know ex¬ 
actly what is happening with regard 
to flooding and also allow residents to 
have their questions answered. 

“During a period of flooding, I will 
be able to get information straight to 
residents and help make sure people 
are well prepared for any flooding 
which might occur. 

“The speed which we can react at is 
key to ensuring that flooding doesn’t 
do damage like it did last year and, 
with flood wardens in areas with high 



risk, we can help protect communi¬ 
ties.” 

The flood wardens who have been 
trained are volunteers, taking on the 
responsibility of helping to safeguard 
their communities in their spare time. 

M r Lewis works full-time as 
a security officer, but he 
says that his experience 
of the floods last year 
meant he wanted to help. 

“During the winter floods last year 
I found myself shocked by the level of 
destruction,” he said. 

“The depths that the flood waters 
reached was staggering and it did so 
much damage to homes and every¬ 
thing which got in its path. It was a 
sensory experience walking around 
the flood sites, with the smells, the 
water everywhere and the noise. 

“I just found myself wanting to help 
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SHORED UP: The Lampen Wall near the River Stour before and after repair work carried by the Environment Agency 


out and try to make sure that kind of 
situation wasn’t repeated. Even 
though I do a full-time job, for me it is 
really important to help out.” 

However, Mr Wise told KoS that the 
public needed to take some of the re¬ 
sponsibility for keeping safe. 

He said: “There is a responsibility 
on individuals to take action and, 
while we will also do everything we 
can to help them, if they take certain 
actions then they stand a much better 
chance of ensuring the damage is 
lessened, if not avoided completely. 

“The evidence from last winter was 
that in some communities who had 
prepared better and were more resil¬ 
ient, the floods had less of an impact 
than elsewhere in Kent. 

“We do what we can to reduce flood 
risk, but we cannot eliminate it com¬ 
pletely.” 

The issue of flooding is being taken 
seriously by Helen Grant, the Tory 
MP for Maidstone and The Weald - 
one of the areas affected most by last 
winter’s floods. 

She told KoS: “Having visited flood- 
affected areas on Boxing Day and the 
ensuing days, I saw how badly resi¬ 
dents and businesses were affected 
and I resolved to do all I could to tack¬ 
le the issue going forward.” 

Mrs Grant says that action has 
been taken to ensure that flooding on 
the scale of last year is not repeated. 

She convened a round-table meet¬ 
ing in February at which an action 
plan was created to begin the process 
of dealing with flooding in the future. 
This week there has been another 
meeting to ensure that progress has 
been made. 

She told KoS: “We came away with 


a comprehensive action plan [from 
the first meeting] and I said at the 
time we should reconvene to review 
this at a suitable juncture. 

“I feel sufficient time has passed for 
progress to have been made. As the 
winter approaches, I believe it is cru¬ 
cial to take stock of the situation and 
ensure we are as prepared as we can 
be for the possibility of further extreme 
weather events.” 

And she says that everyone who 
might be affected by flooding will get 
a say, with Mrs Grant pressing key 
stakeholders on what they have done 
to ensure flooding doesn’t impact on 
the area in the same way. 

“I am pressing key stakeholders on 
tangible measures taken since the 
last meeting to avoid a repeat of last 
year’s devastation. 

“Crucially, it will also help main¬ 


tain a high profile for the flood issue 
in our region while we continue to 
lobby for investment.” 

And it would seem that investment, 
and also time, is what is needed for 
physical flood defences to be put in place. 

Mr Wise told KoS that, although 
the EA had worked at full capacity 
over the year, new schemes had been 
put forward. 

He said: “Our priority over the past 
year has been to ensure that all of the 
flood defences which were damaged 
in last year’s extreme weather event 
have been repaired. 

“However, we are also working 
hard to identify new schemes which 
could help with flood relief in the area 
and then examine their feasibility. 
We can then put these to Government 
to get funding for them. 

“In Kent we have 65,000 homes at 


risk of flooding. A total of 38,000 of 
these are currently protected, but 
that obviously leaves a number which 
are still in need of defences. Last 
year’s flooding has obviously high¬ 
lighted the need for new schemes.” 

M rs Grant says that some of 
these schemes are pro¬ 
gressing to Government, 
with funding streams al¬ 
ready being lined up. 

She said: “The Environment Agen¬ 
cy submitted bids for two flood defence 
schemes on March 7. These included 
increasing the capacity of the exist¬ 
ing Leigh Barrier and creating a new 
flood-storage area for the Lower Beult. 

“Kent County Council has already 
pledged to find half of the funding for 
these schemes, providing the Govern¬ 
ment commits to the remaining in¬ 


vestment. I met with the Secretary 
of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs before the summer 
break. 

“My objective was to ensure the 
person at the very top was fully aware 
of our plans, that we were working 
in the right direction and that we 
had central government support in 
principle for proposed flood defence 
schemes. 

“He praised the co-ordinated effort 
we are making in Maidstone and The 
Weald and recognised that we were 
taking all the right steps in develop¬ 
ing our flood protection proposals. 

“I will be relaying the Secretary of 
State’s comments at our meeting and 
speaking to new Environment Secretary 
Elizabeth Truss to continue to fight 
for our flood-affected areas and those 
families still rebuilding their lives.” 

But, despite the positive message, 
back at Little Venice Caravan Park in 
Yalding, Ben Brackenborough is not 
so convinced. 

“We are being told that things are 
happening, but more definitely needs 
to be done. It’s good that things like 
the flood warning system are being 
introduced, but it will be better for the 
park when physical defences are in 
place to help stop floods. 

“I understand these big schemes 
take time, but until they are intro¬ 
duced there will always be the threat 
of flooding hanging over us.” 

Mrs Grant agrees, telling KoS that 
something needs to be done now and 
stating that she will be making sure 
flooding is a big issue in Parliament 
until the problem has been tackled. 

She said: “Flooding has blighted 
our communities for decades and it’s 
vital that long-term solutions are 
sought.” 
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After Carswell triumph, can 
Mark Reckless follow his pal 
back into House of Commons? 


Sarah Linney 

talks to political 
pundits and looks 
at the latest state 
of the parties as 
Rochester and 
Strood prepares to 
go into battle after 
MP Mark Reckless 
defected from the 
Tories to join Ukip 


HE last two weeks have not 
been fun for the Medway 
Tory party. In fact, they 
have been atrocious. 

MP Mark Reckless leav¬ 
ing to join Ukip and calling a by-elec¬ 
tion was enough. 

But with four more once-faithful 
Conservatives quitting in his wake - 
three of whom have followed him into 
the anti-Europe party - the Tories are 
beginning to look like they could in¬ 
spire their own version of Ten Green 
Bottles. 

The stance within the Tory party 
has been that those turning their back 
on the party at this politically sensitive 
time - we are, after all, just seven 
months away from a General Election 
- need their heads examined. Or, as 
Mayor of London Boris Johnson put it 
at last month’s party conference that 
“Ukip defectors are the sort of people 


that have sex with vacuum cleaners”. 

Locally, Rochester and Strood Con¬ 
servative chairman Andrew Mack- 
ness - who only learned of his MP’s 
defection when he saw him stride on 
to the Ukip stage - has spent the last 
two weeks very publicly venting his 
spleen. 

But, with a poll in the Mail on Sun¬ 
day last weekend putting Mr Reckless 
ahead of the Conservatives by nine 
points in the constituency, the party 
may come to deeply regret not taking 
its right wing rivals seriously. 

Richard Whitman, professor of pol¬ 
itics and international relations at the 
University of Kent, says the European 
election results in May revealed a 
strong concentration of Ukip support 
in the constituency - meaning fa- 
ther-of-two Mr Reckless stands a 
good chance of re-election under a 
different colour. 


“I do think he can win,” Professor 
Whitman said. 

“Based on the voting in the Euro¬ 
pean elections, there’s the prospect of 
a Ukip majority. There is a core of peo¬ 
ple there who are willing to go out 
and vote Ukip. 

“I think the Tory agent will be very 
worried.” 

But he said that even though Mr 
Reckless was sitting on a 9,953 major¬ 
ity for the Tories over Labour, the re¬ 
sult was very far from being in the bag. 

“There are people who will vote for 
him because they consider him to be 
a good MP, but how far does that 
weigh against the people who would 
consider him a traitor?” Professor 
Whitman said. 

“Those votes will go to the Tories 
anyway though - so how many votes 
Labour can pick up is the key. 

“It will be interesting to see how 


Ukip tailors its campaign in terms of 
the body of the electorate they feel 
they need to win over. I think they 
will need to win the Labour voters 
over, and we will get a good sense of 
that from what they are pressing in 
their election material. 

“Reckless has to set himself up as 
the same candidate who people voted 
in before, showing them they didn’t 
make a mistake, but press hard that 
he is a man of principle. 

“That’s a very powerful message to 
send when there’s an anti-political 
class type of attitude - it makes him 
look a bit of a revolutionary.” 

The date for the Medway by-elec¬ 
tion is yet to be announced, as Med¬ 
way Council has to wait for a writ 
from the government before it can set 
the wheels in motion, and Parliament 
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FUTURE MP? Mark Reckless is aiming to follow Ukipper Douglas Carswell 


is in recess until Monday for the con¬ 
ference season. 

However, it is expected to be next 
month - and John Fitzgibbon, lecturer 
in politics and international relations 
at Canterbury Christ Church Univer¬ 
sity, says Mr Reckless’ performance 
could be pivotal in determining 
whether there are more defections. 

“If Reckless wins, that will be a big 
test,” Dr Fitzgibbon said. 

“Labour could overturn his major¬ 
ity if he splits the vote, and if that hap¬ 
pens a lot of Tories are not going to 
move because it’s not worth it. 

“Douglas Carswell changed every¬ 
thing when he said he would stand 
for re-election because he was chang¬ 
ing parties [the former Clacton MP, a 
friend of Mr Reckless, moved from the 
Tories to Ukip last month]. But Mark 
Reckless, not Carswell, is going to be 
the really interesting by-election.” 

Having only been elected in 2010, 
it is easier for a charge of betrayal to 
be levelled against Mr Reckless than 
if he had decades of service as a con¬ 
stituency MP behind him, Dr Fitzgib¬ 
bon said. 

“A lot of Douglas Carswell’s vote is a 
really personal vote. It will count 
against Reckless that he has only 
been there for one term and hasn’t got 
that,” he added. 

“It depends on how the voters in Ro¬ 
chester think. You don’t know what 
percentage of the vote is party faithful 
and what percentage Eurosceptic.” 

But he says the Tories also need to 
marshal every last ounce of cam¬ 
paigning zeal they possibly can if 
they want to win. 

The party has not even selected a 
candidate yet, although it announced 


it will be balloting all voters in the 
area as to who they believe she be the 
candidate. 

“They need a candidate lickety-split, 
and the national party needs to come 
down on it hard,” Dr Fitzgibbon said. 

“Each cabinet member had to do 
two days’ canvassing in the Newark 
by-election and they will have to do 
something similar.” 

P rofessor Whitman says Mr 
Reckless’s decision to move 
will have directly influenced 
other Tories who were think¬ 
ing of doing so. 

“Reckless didn’t have to resign - he 
could have remained an MP. He has 
done the honourable thing and de¬ 
cided to put himself in front of the 
electorate - which does him a lot of 
credit and shows political courage - 
but I think it has really caused people 
to take sides. 

“It’s a real Marmite decision - you 
have either got people saying it was 
the right thing to do or that he is a 
traitor to his party. 

“Clearly there are a lot of people in 

kk One of the reasons 
we are seeing people 
move to Ukip from the 
Tories in Kent is that 
there hasn’t been a 
credible alternative to 
the Conservatives Vf 


Prof Richard Whitman, 

on why Ukip is gaining support 


the Tories who feel discontented and 
have thought about the move to Ukip, 
and this has triggered the decision for 
some of them. 

“They think if an MP can do it and 
is willing to put himself up for re-elec¬ 
tion, then so can they.” 

And he says the moves are less an 
indicator of disloyalty and more 
about a changing political landscape. 

“A lot of people are not members of 
political parties - it’s a minority pur¬ 
suit,” Professor Whitman said. 

“These are people who spend a lot 
of time thinking and agonising about 
politics and where they sit. Choosing 
a party is a very considered act and I 
think that those who have made the 
decision to shift are not people who 
are serially disloyal. 

“One of the reasons why we are see¬ 
ing people move to Ukip from the To¬ 
ries in Kent is that there hasn’t been a 
credible alternative to the Conserva¬ 
tives - if you are disaffected with the 
Tories you can’t easily move to an¬ 
other party where you know you are 
going to be elected. 

But now Ukip are picking up sub¬ 
stantial support and becoming a 
credible alternative on the right. 

“There’s a dissatisfaction with in¬ 
cumbent politics - Labour constituen¬ 
cies are seeing defections from La¬ 
bour to Ukip. It’s equivalent to the 
1980s rise of the SDP, taking people 
who are active politically and finding 
there’s a new home for them.” 

And he says the party should be 
deeply worried at a national level. 

“It should give David Cameron some 
sleepless nights,” Professor Whitman 
said. 

“It’s a real bellwether for the Tory 
party that they are having such com¬ 
mitted supporters leaving - and I 
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think we will definitely see more de¬ 
fections. 

“Loss of activists is a double wham¬ 
my as you don’t just get the defection, 
it’s a loss of capability too in terms of 
going out campaigning.’’ 

He says that Mr Cameron’s career is 
over unless he can get a handle on the 
issue. 

“Cameron’s problem is he has to 
win back three parts of the electorate: 
the people who have moved to Ukip, 
the people who are thinking of voting 
Ukip, and people who didn’t vote for 
him in the last election. 

“The stakes are high for him as the 
only way he can survive in national 
politics is to win a majority. Anything 
shy of that he’ll face a leadership chal¬ 
lenge. Ukip makes that really diffi¬ 
cult, as safe Tory seats are not safe 
anymore if Ukip split the vote. 


“If they have to form a coalition 
with Ukip, that will make their lives 
very difficult in terms of widening 
the splits within the Tory party on 
Europe.” 

r Fitzgibbon agrees. “David 
Cameron should be scared,” 
he said. 

“He seems to be playing 
into Ukip’s hands, and responding to 
them rather than being proactive. 
Ukip say they will do something, so 
Cameron says the Tories will do 
something else, instead of saying 
here’s where we stand and getting Ni¬ 
gel Farage to counter his positions. 

“His conference speech was all 
about giving into the party’s right 
wing, with tax cuts and his pledge to 
scrap the Human Rights Act. There is 
all this nonsense just to placate po¬ 


tential defectors. 

“I don’t think it will work -1 think it 
will backfire horribly. They are just 
scaring the middle ground away and 
giving into the Daily Mail and Daily 
Express.” 

He says the Tories are at risk of “im¬ 
ploding”. 

“The big problem is anti-elitism,” 
Dr Fitzgibbon said. 

“Labour and Tories are the same 
person. They all come from Oxbridge, 
and people can’t identify with them. 
Cameron and Miliband don’t look like 
real people, whereas Farage talks the 
language of the ordinary person and 
makes things easy for people to un¬ 
derstand. 

“Cameron has to get rid of all the 
Oxbridge types from his cabinet - 
which he tried to do, but every time 
he tries to do something new the 


grassroots vote against him. 

“The Tories have to please the grass¬ 
roots or please ordinary people, and 
that's a fundamental problem with the 
Conservative Party and the reason 
why they didn’t get a majority.” 

He says that despite the high-pro¬ 
file defections, Europe is not a crucial 
issue for most of the electorate. 

“To people who care about Europe, 
it’s the number one issue, but if you 
look at any opinion poll it is not in the 
top ten issues,” he said. 

“The vast majority of people are fo¬ 
cused on the economy and unem¬ 
ployment. It depends where you are 
what the issues are: in Scotland it’s 
the NHS, in London it’s the cost of liv¬ 
ing, in the north east of England it’s 
economic growth. 

“The Tories are right to move hard 
on immigration, but it’s difficult to 
square with their pro-business attitude 
as business is very pro-immigration.” 

And with the Lib Dems on just two 
per cent of the vote in Rochester and 
Strood in the Mail on Sunday poll, 
could we see them overtaken by Ukip 
nationally at the General Election? 

“I think Ukip will eclipse the Lib 
Dems in vote share, but I don’t know 
about seats,” Dr Fitzgibbon said. 

“Their vote is super-concentrated 
in specific areas where they have ex¬ 
tremely strong local organisations.” 

“It’s going to be tough for Ukip - but 
who would have thought that they 
would have had two sitting Tory MPs 
who would be willing to resign their 
seats and stand in by-elections?” Pro¬ 
fessor Whitman added. 

“A lot of the rules of national poli¬ 
tics are being remade. But if Ukip sur¬ 
passed the Lib Dems I think it would 
be a cataclysmic moment for the Lib 
Dems.” 




GRAVESEND MP Adam 
Holloway has categorically 
denied he is leaving the Tory 
party to join Ukip. 

Rumours have been 
circulating about the former 
Gulf War soldier and journalist 
after his non-appearance at the 
party conference last week. 

But when Kent on Sunday 
contacted him he was adamant 
in his denial. 

"The more times you say it, 
the more people think, ‘he 
would say that, wouldn’t he? ’ ’ ’ 
Mr Holloway said. 

' ‘But I am not going to join 
Ukip. We would end up having 
a Labour government, and 
I am more afraid of a Labour 
government than anything else. 

"I am a Tory. Why would I 
join another party? It is very 
expensive to go to the 
Conservative Party confer¬ 
ence, and I never go." 



A better Route for Managing 

Overactive Bladder 

Should Have Feuuer Toilet Stops 

If the symptoms of overactive bladder (OAB) - such as the frequent and sudden 
urge to urinate, followed by leakage - are interrupting your day, the SYNERGY 
study may be an option. It is a clinical research study evaluating an investigational 
combination of two drugs prescribed for OAB to see if, when taken together, they 
provide more relief than when taken on their own. 

There is no cost to you to participate. 

To learn more and to see if you may qualify, 
please contact: 

www.oabandyou.com and select this hospital: 
Medway Hospital, Windmill Rd, 

Gillingham ME7 5NY 
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CANTERBURY 
c^*JCA\jLv nvC 

VOICE TRIALS 


FOR BOVS AGED 7 & 8 

8 NOVEMBER 2014 


Substantial scholarships are awarded 
and choristers benefit from an 
all-round excellent education at 
St Edmund's School Canterbury. 

The Master of Choristers, 
David Flood, is always 
pleased to meet and advise 
parents and their sons. 


For further details please telephone 

01227 865242 

davidf@canterbury-cathedral.org 


@No1 Cathedral 
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Competition 



n tree tickets to 
he ghostly goings 
Halloween at Leed 


enjoy 
on this 



L OOKING for the ideal family 
trip out this Halloween? Then 
look no further than Leeds 
Castle. 

It is hosting Haunt Halloween 
events from October 25-31 - and you 
can be there for free if you win our 
great competition. We have five 
family day tickets up for grabs 
Children will be thrilled and 
surprised by the Haunted Halloween 
Hunt and Spooky Quest for both 
younger and older age groups this 
October half term. 

The Spooky Quest takes place 
around the woodland walk while the 
Halloween Hunt involves clues from 
spooky characters around the castle 
estate. 

Come dressed to scare for the daily 
fancy dress competition at 2pm near 
the maze with prizes for the best 
blood curdling outfit, while Spooky 
Stories with Raggedy Jack will 
entertain younger children in the 
playground area throughout the day. 
Normal entrance prices apply with 


a small fee for the quest and hunt. 

But you can be there for free if you 
managed to win one of five sets of 
family tickets we have up for grabs. 

To be in with a chance of winning, 
simply answer the following 
question: 

The traditional Halloween 
past-time for children is called... 

a) Trick or Feet 

b) Trick or Treat 

c) Trick of the Light 

To enter text KOS followed by 
HALLOWEEN14 and your answer 
then your first name, surname 
address and postcode to 80058, eg. 
KOS HALLOWEEN14 C JOHN SMITH 
2 THE STREET, TOWN, DV2 2GT. 

Texts cost 5Op plus your standard 
network rate. Winners will be 
selected from all correct entries. The 
promoter’s decision is final. Usual 
terms and conditions apply. 

Please note if you should enter 
after the closing deadline of Tuesday, 
October 21, 2014, your entry will not 


be valid, but you still may be 
charged. SMS services are provided 
by BBA Digital. Helpline telephone 
0844 3572403. 

Alternatively, enter by post to 
Leeds Castle Halloween Competition, 
Archant KOS Media, Kent House, 81 
Station Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 
1PP, including your answer, name, 
address, postcode and contact 
telephone number. 

And if you don’t win, you can still 
attend the events - plus discover a 
distinctly unpleasant side to “the 
loveliest castle in the world” on 
Halloween night itself. 

Come along to the All Hallows Eve 
tour through a horribly diseased and 
gruesome history. 

Hear tales of a castle ravaged by 
the grisly Black Death and ruthless 
16th century ‘sawbones’ surgery. 

Tickets for this evening tour cost 
£20 per person. Tour suitable for 
children over 12 years old only. 

For details see www.leeds-castle. 
com/events 



ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (Headway 
Approved Solicitors 2014) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call GIRLINGS PERSONAL 
INJURY SOLICITORS on 

0845 2221 999 
fora FREE,no obligation chat 
about your claim 



www. gi rl i ngs perso nalinjuryco.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 


Kent Community Health 

NHS Trust 


NHS 



Join us. 
We'll give 
you support 
to grow. 

Qualified nurse? We have 
vacancies across Kent. 

Come and find out more 
at our recruitment fair. 

Maidstone Museum 
and Bentlif Art Gallery, 

St Faith's Street, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 1LH 

Friday, 17 October 
2 to 4pm 


Pop along for a chat to 
find out more and see 
what opportunities we 
have available. 

Visit www.kentcht.nhs.uk/jobs 
or phone 01474 360555. 
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Comment 

Secondary education in good shape 
but the outlook may not be so fine 

It’s easy to paint a picture of our non-selective schools struggling, but the reality is that recent Ofsted 
reports have painted a far more encouraging picture. However, the future may not be so bright for all, 
as former head-teacher Peter Read, of Kent Independent Education Advice, explains his concerns. 




FSTED reports for 2013- 
14 confirm the overall 
superb outcome for sec¬ 
ondary school inspec¬ 
tions last year. 

Kent and Medway saw a remarka¬ 
ble 77 per cent of these inspections 
rated ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’, against 
a national figure of just 67 per cent. 

The downside is that there is a fear¬ 
some future ahead for many of Kent’s 
non-selective schools in terms of 
Ofsted and GCSE performance, with 
changes in the Government meas¬ 
ures of achievement. 

Between them, 17 of Kent and 
Medway’s 23 non-selective schools 
have been found ‘Good’ or ‘Outstand¬ 
ing’ by Ofsted in the past year. 

Why is it that in a frenzy of debate 
about grammar schools, such posi¬ 
tive outcomes for non-selective 
schools are so comprehensively ig¬ 
nored by some in the media and 
indeed by the local authorities? 



Add in the grammar schools, and 
the figure rises to 79 per cent. 

Combined with the performance at 
GCSE, which is regularly well above 
average, and one sees a secondary 
sector in apparently good shape at 
present, although changes to GCSE 
reporting over the past two years will 
cause a dramatic change in the for¬ 
tunes of many non-selective schools. 

The performance of schools 
through the key measure of five 
GCSEs at Grades A*-C including Eng¬ 
lish and maths is a major and increas¬ 
ing influence over Ofsted grades, and 
the non-selective schools have 
worked incredibly hard to meet the 
benchmark of 40 per cent of their 
pupils achieving this level. 

This is in spite of their losing more 
than 25 per cent of their ablest pupils 
to grammar schools, all of whom 
could be expected to achieve this level. 

Over the years, these schools have 
developed tactics to boost their results 


under the threat of a poor Ofsted and 
while it may well be that this was not 
for the direct benefit of the students, 
the schools have had no option but to 
work to Government targets. 

The Ofsted ‘Good’ schools for 2013- 
14 are: Aylesford; Fulston Manor; 
Hartsdown; Hayesbrook; Herne Bay; 
Hugh Christie; Hillview Girls; Holm- 
esdale; John Wallis; King Ethelbert; 
Longfield; Maplesdon Noakes; St 
Anselm’s; and Sittingbourne Com¬ 
munity; with St Gregory’s being as¬ 
sessed ‘Outstanding’ in Kent; and 
Greenacre and Walderslade Girls in 
Medway. 

Grammar schools have benefited 
from the closer relationship between 
exam performance, with five out of 
the seven inspected being ‘Outstand¬ 
ing’: Barton Court; Dover Girls; Maid¬ 
stone; Simon Langton Boys’; and 
Rainham Mark. 

Already, there is evidence that 
many more of Kent’s non-selective 


schools have missed the 40 per cent 
benchmark for the 2014 GCSEs, ap¬ 
parently some by a large margin, as 
the Department for Education has 
sought a more “academic” interpre¬ 
tation of school performance. 

I anticipate this effect will work 
through into Ofsted and we shall see 
a sharp decline in assessments for 
these schools. 

Clearly, it pays for a school to have 
or to be able to attract able and moti¬ 
vated students in the new regime, as 
Government tries to force more chil¬ 
dren into more academic courses. 

Sadly, we appear to be throwing 
away so many alternative strategies 
that have provided less able students 
with motivation and success. 

It is hardly surprising that one sec¬ 
ondary head-teacher described to me 
the future of this sector as ‘apocalyptic’! 
■ For more on this topic, see Peter 
Read’s website: www.kentadvice. 
co.uk 


FABULOUS INTERIORS 
START HERE... 

...for quality stoves, fires, fireplaces and beams 
with a service you won't find elsewhere 

Your home visit, measure and 
discussions are done by the same people 
installing it, giving you peace of mind 
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Fostering 


You can change the future 

Foster carers give children 
the stability they need for 
a great future. Find out 
first-hand about the rewards 
of fostering at an information 
event near you. 

www.kentfostering.co.uk 
03000 420 002 


Presentation starts at 7pm 


Tuesday 14 October 


Comfort Inn, Victoria Parade, Ramsgate CT11 8DT 


Quote KOS1410 

Follow us on Twitter for updates @kent_cc 


Information Events 


Kent 

County 

Council 


kent.gov.uk 
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Bybrook Barn 


Independent 
Garden Centre 


WINTER FROZEN WONDERLAND OPENING LAUNCH 


Jr 


CHRISTMAS PARTIES 


CLOTHING 


1 course 

£ 8.99 

2 course 

£ 11.99 

3 course 

£ 14.99 

Don't delay, book today! 
Limited dates available 


PETS & AQUATICS 


CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 


Food Hall American Diner Edinburgh Wool Mill Craft Centre Furniture Clearance Centre Hot Tubs Picture Gallery 


Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm 
Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 Junction 9, A28) 
Tel: 01233 631959 www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 
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The language 
that could open 
so many doors 
to a good career 



The importance of China’s economy and growing 
influence on world affairs is seeing more students 
learning Mandarin in a bid to open up employment 
opportunities. Molly Kersey investigates. 


F OR many in the modern era, ensuring 
that you have the language skills to 
operate in an increasingly global 
marketplace can be the difference be¬ 
tween success and failure. 

And there is little doubt that the booming 
economy that is perhaps the most influential is 
that of China. 

So what better way to get ahead than learn 
the language? After all, with more than one 
billion native speakers worldwide, it is now the 
single biggest global language. 

All of which is motivating more and more 
schools to teach their youngsters Mandarin 
Chinese in a bid to give them a head-start in a 
fiercely competitive jobs market. 

Dr Andrew Manning, director for the centre 
of English and world languages at the Universi¬ 
ty of Kent, has noticed the increased popularity 
of the language. 

He explains: “With the growth of the econo¬ 
my in China, the interest in learning Mandarin 
has increased. 

“As it is the number one spoken language in 
the world, it’s started to become on the radar of 
institutions.” 

Dr Manning said that a number of students 
who were studying international and business 
trade and related degrees had been keen to 
study Mandarin as an additional module. 

“When they go out and they are looking for 
employment, it will assist them in that way. 
Students are looking to have more of a competi¬ 
tive edge when they leave university,” he said. 

“We offer courses in it now to both University 
of Kent students and members of the public.” 

Almost 200 students are now studying the 
language in one form or another. 

The public King’s School, in Canterbury, has 
also noticed a growing number of young people 
interested in learning the language. 

Mandarin teacher Lixin Liu agrees that it can 
help with employment opportunities. 

“Some parents really do think about the fu¬ 
ture for their kids and will encourage them to do 
this,” she said. 

“We started teaching it at King’s in 2003. At 
the beginning we only had native speakers 
taking the subject. But by 2006 non-native 
speakers started to join in. 

“The number is growing every year and it’s 
really nice. It’s a really beautiful language. It 
sounds so nice when it’s spoken. 

“I think from the nature of the language it¬ 
self, because it’s so different from Western 
languages, the pupils really like the challenge 
and they want to do something different.” 

Dr Manning agrees that students are less in¬ 
timidated than they used to be. 

“Over the last 10 to 15 years people’s fear of 



■ Mandarin doesn’t have an alphabet, it 
is instead written in symbols. 

■ The symbols are called Chinese 
characters and they represent the 
oldest writing system in the world. 

■ There are more than 100,000 
characters, with more being 
developed all the time. 

■ Chinese grammar is surprisingly 
straightforward to learn as there is no 
need to conjugate verbs, master verb 
tenses, distinguish between singular 
and plural nouns and worry about 
gender-specific nouns. 

■ However, the language is tonal, which 
means that the pitch or intonation in 
which a sound is spoken affects its 
meaning. 

■ Mandarin has four tones, which 
means that for one given syllable or 
word there are four possible different 
meanings; for example, the word 
‘tang’ with a high tone means soup 
but with a rising tone means sugar. 


what might be perceived to be a more complex 
language, like Mandarin, has declined. There’s 
a growing interest,” he said. 


Have your say 


on extending the Bakerloo line 


We’re considering options to extend the 
Bakerioo line south from Elephant & Castle 
station towards Lewisham, Bromley and Hayes. 

To find out more and provide us with your views, 
please visittfl.gov.uk/bakerloo-extension or 
call 0343 222 1234* 

The consultation ends 7 December 2014 

*Service and network charges may apply. 



MAYOR OF LONDON 



TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 

EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS 
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23 STUNNING APARTMENTS IN A 
LANDMARK AND HISTORIC BUILDING 
WITHIN A GATED PARK SETTING 


Eyersley Park, Sandgate, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 3QS 


YOUR MOVE 

LAND & NEW HOMES 


For all enquiries, please contact: 


A development by: 

www.quinn-estates.com 


Your Move Folkestone 

105 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2BQ 
Tel: 01303 850 085 | www.your-move.co.uk 


STRUTT 

Barker 


Strutt & Parker Canterbury 

Tel: 01227 451 123 | www.struttandparker.com 
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you ARE CAUGHT PLAYING 
ON THE DUCKING STOOL. 
PAY EACH PLAYER M50. 
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Board game delight 
as Monopoly trades 
up to a city version 

trict were then given the option to nominate 
popular landmarks and streets to feature on the 
famous board. 

Among those featured are the Spitfire, St 
Lawrence Ground - home of Kent cricket - and 
the Canterbury Tales attraction. 

Robert Osborne, Monopoly manager at the 
board’s makers, Winning Moves UK, said: 
“More than 2,000 landmarks, streets or roads 
could potentially have appeared on the board. 

“Realistically around 200 were in the run¬ 
ning so many congratulations to the 20 or so 
who have made it onto the board. 

“And most importantly a very big thank you 
to everyone who voted.” 

The launch event took place at the Beaney Art 
Museum & Library on Friday morning. 

It is the latest in a long line of regional varia¬ 
tions of the popular game. 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A SPECIAL version of Monopoly - based around 
Canterbury - hits the shelves on Friday, after a 
special launch event in the city. 

The cathedral city was one of a number of 
towns in the county give the chance to have a 
special version of the wheeling and dealing 
board game. And it was finally confirmed that 
Canterbury Cathedral is the top spot - replacing 
the highest priced place on the board normally 
occupied by plush Mayfair. 

More than 7,500 voted, with Canterbury 
emerging triumphant, beating Tunbridge Wells 
into second place, and seeing off the likes of 
Maidstone and Dover. 

After being selected, those living in the dis- 






• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 
Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 


anna GnnMB iimi® 


Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

Uniform prices paid at both depots 

Bright Wire £3,600 per tonne 
New Production Brass Cuttings £2,700 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £860 per tonne 
Household Cable £1,200 per tonne 
Lead £1,000 per tonne 
Copper water cylinders £50 each 


Prices applicable until 
Tuesday 14th October 2014 


All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 



CANTERBURY 

cathedral 


THE SPITFIRE GROUNI 
ST LAWRENCE 






CHANCE: City version is likely to 
prove a hit this Christmas 



A supremely happy 
learning environment 


Lorenden Preparatory School, 

Painter's Forstal, Faversham, Kent ME13 OEN 
A co-educational school for 3 - 11 year olds. 

For a more information please telephone 01795 590030 
www.lorenden.org.uk email: admin@lorenden.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 1048805 


OPEN MORNING 

Thursday 16th October at 09:00 - 11:30 
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Officers fear fresh prison staffing 
‘crisis’ could spark return to riots 


After two cases of 
disruption at one 
Kent jail over the 
last ten days, there 
are mounting 
concerns over the 
stability of our 
prisons. Sarah 
Linney reports 


U NDER-STAFFING in Ke¬ 
nt’s prisons is turning 
them into “volatile” and 
“dangerous” places and 
putting prisoners, staff 
and society at risk, it was claimed this 
week. 

In a strongly-worded interview 
with this paper, Mike Rolfe, Kent and 
London representative for the Prison 
Officers’ Association, said Govern¬ 
ment cuts had left staffing at a level at 
which it was barely possible to keep 
control. 

“We are not even keeping order. We 
are just clearing up the mess,” he said. 

His comments came in the wake of 
a disturbance at Swaleside prison on 
Sheppey last Friday in which an of¬ 
ficer was knifed in the head, narrowly 


escaping serious injury. 

Trouble broke out again on 
Wednesday night when a prisoner 
was hospitalised after being attacked 
by another inmate. 

“There’s a real crisis in our prisons 
right now,” said Mr Rolfe, who has 
been a prison officer at nearby Elmley 
for 11 years. 

“Prisons have become more vola¬ 
tile. There have been more incidents 
and a real loss of control because 
there are so few of us. 

“They have become violent, dan¬ 
gerous institutions. How long is it be¬ 
fore the lid comes off the place and we 
have a return to things like the 
Strangeways riots?” 

He blames cuts in staffing for many 
of the problems. 


“They wanted to reduce the 
number of staff, so they compare jails 
and go with the lowest common de¬ 
nominator,” Mr Rolfe said. 

“They let a lot of staff go under vol¬ 
untary redundancy two or three 
years ago, and the rate at which peo¬ 
ple are leaving has shot up drastical¬ 
ly. About 90 members of staff are 
leaving each month across the UK. 

“Some of my colleagues have left 
and taken a pay cut just to get out be¬ 
cause they fear for their safety and 
can no longer can take the immense 
pressure and stress of the role. 

“Prisoners are verbally abusive and 
you never know when you are going 
to be assaulted. Being under that sort 
of pressure causes a lot of stress and 
people are burning out very quickly 


and going off sick.” 

A big problem, he says, is that staff¬ 
ing levels no longer permit thorough 
checks of prisoners’ cells. 

“Staff are struggling to stay on top 
of managing day-to-day activities 
and they are not undertaking the 
daily security checks - searching the 
cells, making sure the prisoners are 
not trying to escape by digging 
through the walls and checking for 
weapons, drug use, mobiles and alco¬ 
hol,” he said. 

“It is fundamental that those 
checks are done daily, but they 
haven’t got the staff or the time.” 

And he believes this omission to be 
linked with last Friday’s disturbance, 
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ROSEMARY NURSERIES 


Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT 


Pansies and Violas £2.00 pack of 6 • 5 packs for £8.00. 

Trailing Pansies & Violas 80p per pot *10 pots £5.00 
Cyclamen - Primula - Dianthus - Ivy • Winter baskets from £6.50 - £14,00 
ORDER YOUR NEW SEASON ROSES FOR A GREAT XMAS GIFT 
Bush - Miniature - Climbers £4.00 bare root £6.00 potted on. 

David Austin £10.00 bare root -£15.00 potted on. 

Standard and half standard roses £15.00 bare root £18.00 potted on. 
Ornamental and fruit trees all available bare root for two weeks from 1st December 2014 


Open every day - Opening times: Mon to Sat 9-5 | Sun 10-4 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

( Find us between Spitfire memorial @ Kent Int Airport and Margate Crematorium) 


The Denture Clinic 



“Smile with Confidence” 

• Express Denture Repair, Reline and addition Service. 

• New Cosmetic Dentures with Jaw Line Improvement 
• All Work Produced on Premises, Excellent Aftercare 

• GDC Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Call today for a 

initial consultation 

31 Roper Close, Canterbury, 
01227 764241 
110 High Street, Broadstairs, 
01843 600789 
www.dentureclinicincanterbury.co.uk 
www.dentureclinicinbroadstairs.co.uk 
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MP insists law gets tough 
on prison trouble-makers 


CONCERNED: Sittingbourne MP Gordon Henderson (left) has shared concerns of Mike Rolfe, from POA 
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in which prisoners started fires and 
damaged property and an officer was 
attacked. 

Ambulance crews confirmed they 
attended to an officer who had suf¬ 
fered an injury to his scalp. 

It is claimed it was a deep wound 
close to an artery. Reports of other 
injuries could not be verified. 

The Ministry of Justice is insisting 
that only two prisoners were in¬ 
volved, but Mr Rolfe says there were 
more than that. 

“I have spoken to quite a few mem¬ 
bers of staff who said there were a 
number of prisoners who were intoxi¬ 
cated on that wing,” said the 36-year- 
old, who set up a Facebook page called 
Know The Danger to raise awareness 
of the difficulties prison officers are 
facing. 

“They decided to come out and 
cause trouble and the officer was at¬ 
tacked from behind by four prisoners 
who were intoxicated.” 

The Ministry of Justice has told this 
paper that the wing was fully staffed, 
but that doesn’t necessarily mean much. 

The required ratio of prisoners to 
staff at nearby Elmley is 30 to one, 
meaning there are just six people 
keeping order in a wing of 180 men. 

“Six versus 180 doesn’t sound like a 
lot,” Mr Rolfe said. “And we are meant 
to have around 180 officers [across 
the jail], but we only have around 
140 staff on the books. A few off sick 
and we are down to about 110. 

“Quite often you find yourself with 
only four or five staff on the wing, but 
you are still under pressure to be able 
to provide everything that’s written 
down in the regime. 

“We used to have a supervisor and 
seven staff and we did it all quite com¬ 
fortably. We were always busy and 
sometimes we were stretched, but se¬ 
curity was a priority - we were sup¬ 
ported and if we needed to do those 
checks we weren’t under pressure to 
provide other parts of the regime.” 

Eight versus 180 does not sound like 
an awful lot, either, but Mr Rolfe says 
there were important differences. 
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“There were always two staff work¬ 
ing together, which was important as 
a lot of the time you find yourself 
working on your own now,” he said. 

“You knew you had the support of a 
colleague, that if something happened 
someone was there to raise the alarm. 
If you find yourself isolated with a 
group of prisoners, that can be intimi¬ 
dating, whereas having someone 
there when you were arguing with 
them was a massive boost to morale. 

“And because we had confidence, 
we were able to challenge bad behav¬ 
iour. It allowed you to become a 
stronger character and develop the 
characteristics you need to maintain 
order with a group of people. 

“We didn’t have as much sickness 
or as many assaults.” 

But, he says, things have changed. 

“Elmley has had a lot of assaults on 
staff in recent months,” Mr Rolfe said. 

“The prisoners have picked up that 
they are not on top of it, and it is very 
difficult once you have lost control to 
get it back. Now one’s got away with 
it, that one person has turned into 10 
people. 

“There is a bit of appeasement to¬ 
wards prisoners when it should be 
that the ones who are most compliant 
are rewarded for good behaviour. 

“And quite often when a member of 
staff is assaulted, police say it’s not in 
the public interest to take the charge 
forward because they are already in 
prison.” 

It is not only officers who are suffer- 

k k I have spoken to 
prisoners who were 
around at the time of 
the Strangeways riots 
who say they have 
never known it as bad 
as it is now vv 


Mike Rolfe, 

Prison Officers’ Association 


ing, but prisoners too. 

“I have spoken to prisoners who 
were around at the time of Strange¬ 
ways who say they have never known 
it as bad,” Mr Rolfe said. 

“There is bullying and a lot of pris¬ 
oner-on-prisoner violence. Prisoners 
are in fear of their safety all the time. 

“Gangs are forming as a result of the 
lack of control that we have and they 
are assaulting and stealing from other 
prisoners. Prisoners will quite often 
ask to be locked behind their door.” 

He says that this is starting to ne¬ 
gate arguably the most important 
function of prison - to rehabilitate of¬ 
fenders. 

“If we are not in control, we are not 
helping the prisoners to rehabilitate,” 
Mr Rolfe said. 

“The Government see people get¬ 
ting work and education as rehabili¬ 
tation, which is part of it, but the 
point they are missing is that a lot of 
people are going to prison in the first 
place because they have a dysfunc¬ 
tional way of dealing with things. 

“And prison officers were the very 
best at helping them deal with their 
personality traits and giving them 
the life skills they needed to be able to 
get out of jail. We would challenge 
them if they were bullying, or work 
with them if they were addicted to 
drugs. 

“But when they are seeing benefits 
from being violent, it is doing a dis¬ 
service to the public and is going to 
lead to increased prison populations.” 

The Ministry of Justice has started a 
recruitment campaign for prison offic¬ 
ers, but Mr Rolfe says this is not neces¬ 
sarily going to solve the problem. 

“It takes between four and six 
months to train someone,” he said. 

“And to get people coming through 
the door in the first place they need to 
recognise that they are not offering 
the right money. Prison officers used 
to feel supported by the system and 
that they were paid well enough for 
what they were doing, but now people 
are joining on about £18,000 a year.” 

The Ministry of Justice said that 
two prisoners had been placed in seg¬ 
regation since Friday’s incident. 


A REPORT into conditions at HMP 
Swaleside last month raised 
“serious concerns” about staffing 
levels. 

Following a visit to the prison 
by inspectors, chief inspector of 
prisons Nick Hardwick said that 
staff vacancies were “adversely 
affecting outcomes for prisoners 
in every area of the prison”. 

“There had been a number of 
serious assaults on prisoners and 
staff,” Mr Hardwick said in his 
report. 

“Some prisoners had been 
slashed with weapons and 
prisoners told us they were 
worried about the availability of 
weapons. We found prisoners 
scattered throughout the prison 
who were frightened to come out 
of their cells. 

“Offender management 
processes should have been 
central to Swaleside’s efforts to 
enable the men it held to address 
their behaviour and progress 
through their sentence. However, 
the acute staff shortages had 
completely undermined this 
crucial function and meant that 
the identification and manage¬ 
ment of risks was dangerously 
inadequate. 

“Mandatory drug testing had 
not been carried out by the 
prison and staff therefore had no 
accurate idea about the availabil¬ 
ity of drugs.” 

Sittingbourne and Sheppey MP 
Gordon Henderson said he had 
raised the issue of staffing at the 


A SENIOR prison officer at 
Swaleside has won compensation 
after a horrific assault in which an 
inmate tried to gouge out his eye. 

Iain Fleming’s career was 
ended by the attack in 2011, in 
which he was stabbed five times, 
suffering serious physical and 
mental injuries. 

Mr Fleming had been trying to 
restrain the inmate, who had 
attempted to stab another officer 
in the head with two sharpened 
plastic knives. 

As well as suffering stab 
wounds to the head and both 
arms, and injuries to his shoulder, 
chest and eye, Mr Fleming 
developed post-traumatic stress 
disorder in the following months. 

Although he has now recov¬ 
ered from his psychological 
injuries, the damage to his 
shoulder ended his career as a 
prison officer. 

The prison denied liability for 
Mr Fleming’s injuries, but his 
solicitors Thompsons found that 
the inmate’s previous behaviour 
had aroused concern from other 
members of staff but had not 
been dealt with by managers. 

The inmate had threatened staff 
and asked them to provide him 
with a metal knife, planned an 


prison in a letter to justice secretary 
Chris Grayling on Monday. 

He said he was hoping that Mr 
Grayling would visit the prison 
one day this week. 

“Too often, when a prison 
officer is attacked, the police 
don’t investigate, or the CPS say 
they will not prosecute as the 
attacker is already in prison. I 
think that’s wrong” Mr Hender¬ 
son said. 

“Giving the attacker an 
additional sentence would send 
out a message to prisoners and 
prison officers that attacks will be 
dealt with.” 

However, Det Chief Insp Ian 
Humphreys denied police were 
not taking issues at the prison 
seriously. He said: “Kent Police 
investigates all offences reported 
to us that occur within the 
county’s prison and will take 
action against those responsible. 

It is inaccurate to suggest 
otherwise. 

“We work closely with the 
prison service and always 
encourage prison officers to 
report any offences to us.” 

He confirmed police were 
investigation allegations of assault 
at the prison both last Friday, 
October 3, and this Wednesday, 
October 8. 

A Ministry of Justice spokes¬ 
woman said that Swaleside had 
been given extra temporary staff 
since the inspection and would 
be getting more permanent staff 
in due course. 


escape and expressed extremist 
views. 

As a result, Mr Fleming says, 
his cell should have been 
searched daily and he should 
have been searched whenever 
he left or returned to his cell and 
escorted by three officers outside 
it. He should also not have been 
allowed to have certain items in 
his cell - including the cutlery 
used in the attack. 

Mr Fleming said: “Being a 
prison officer can be a dangerous 
job, but nobody should go to work 
and get stabbed. 

“The prison ignored obvious 
signs that this inmate was a 
danger to others. HMP Swaleside 
tried to blame the incident on me 
from the start and I cannot thank 
the Prison Officers’ Association 
and Thompsons enough for 
helping me to hold my employers 
to account.” 

Prison Officers’ Association 
spokesman Glyn Travis said: 
“This incident should never have 
been allowed to happen. 

“We remain perplexed at how 
the prison failed to take action 
before the inmate was able to 
carry out his attack, which has 
forced a good officer out of the 
profession.” 


Officer’s career ended by 
vicious prisoner attack 
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PITCH FEES BILL 
COMING UP? 


FANCY A CHANGE? 



St Margarets Bay 
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OTHER PARKS WITH ONLY A 

10% DEPOSITr 


Great Reasons to Move 
to St. Margaret s Bay + : 

22 metre heated indoor pool 
Small relaxation pool 
2 saunas 
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Fully equipped gym 
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Pet friendly 


Call us on 01304 851 934 today or visit us 

online at www.park-resorts.com/stmargaretsbay 


Reach Road, St Margarets-at-Cliffe, 
Nr Dover, Kent, CT15 6AG 
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Holiday Home Ownership 
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Park . 
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Creating Amazing Memories 
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t Facilities vary by Park and time of year. Access within the Park opening dates as notified each year. Facilities on some parks may carry a charge. 
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HE death this week of a 
woman who had been 
challenged by Sky TV over 
remarks she had allegedly 
made about Kate and 
Gerry McCann and the disappear¬ 
ance of their daughter Madeleine 
brought the subject of ‘trolling’ into 
sharp focus. 

While the accusations against the 
woman were unproven, ‘trolling’, or 
personally abusing others online, 
takes place across the country. 

Now, however, some of those who 
have been on the receiving end of this 
online hate are starting to fight back 
and have spoken out against the 
vitriol they have have received. 

The internet gives us all a platform 
that, many argue, encourages free 
speech. Sadly, some users take advan¬ 
tage of the ability to hide behind a key¬ 
board, targeting those they don’t like 
or who they believe are vulnerable. It 
can make victims’ lives a misery. 

In Margate, business-owner 
Louise Oldfield, who had campaigned 
against the development of a Tesco 
supermarket at Arlington House on 
the town’s seafront - plans for which 
were coincidentally dropped this 
week - received some shocking on¬ 
line abuse. 

She told KoS that it had a signifi¬ 
cant impact on her life, eventually 
making her feel concerned whenever 
she left home. 

She said: “In my case people set up 
a Facebook group and also an anony¬ 
mous profile on the site. It was 
through this group that people start¬ 
ed spreading lies about me that mas¬ 
queraded as fact. 

“They claimed a number of terrible 
things about me which were abso¬ 
lutely untrue, stating that I had com¬ 
plained about businesses in the area, 
didn’t pay workers at my small busi¬ 
ness the minimum wage and a 
number of other things. 

“Where people believed these 
claims, the online abuse started to 
spill over into offline abuse.” 

Things took a particularly sinister 
turn when Miss Oldfield found out 
from friends that people had been 
telling strangers in local bars lies 
about her. 

She said: “There were real bullying 
incidents where people I knew told 
me that strangers were going from 
table to table in a local pub and telling 
people lies about me. 

“It got really scary and, with the 
online abuse being combined with 
offline abuse, it was so upsetting. 

“The worst part about the whole 
situation was that it was all anony¬ 
mous online, so I didn’t even know 
where it was coming from.” 

This kind of trolling, where there is 
a crossover between online abuse and 
incidents ‘in the real world’, is becom¬ 
ing more frequent. 

Christine Pratt is the founder of 
charity The National Bullying Hel¬ 
pline, which works across the coun¬ 
try to help victims of online trolling. 

She told KoS: “Bullying is abuse of 
power. It is a desire to control anoth¬ 
er. Whether the abuse is on- or offline, 
the principles are basically the same. 

“Technology has enabled these in¬ 
dividuals, who have no scruples, to 
engage in online e-crime from a dis¬ 
tance, often in the comfort of familiar 
surroundings, or their home, and 
very often anonymously or under a 
pseudo-name. That’s why, common¬ 
ly, we label bullies as cowards. 

“The use of anonymous technology 
has given trolls the tools and freedom 
and has fed the bullies’ thirst for both 




RECEIVING END : Victims of trolling can be made to feel inferior, insecure or fearful by the activities of the bullies 

The trolls who hide 
behind a keyboard 
to spread viie abuse 

Online bullying never ends happily but it is becoming an 
increasingly prevalent problem, as Jamie Weir reports 



control and power.” Mrs Pratt said 
that although the reasons for online 
trolling weren’t always clear, what 
the trolls did was always wrong. 

She said: “It may be a thirst for con¬ 
trol and power that drives the bully. 
It may be simply for kicks or because 
they know that their actions will 
humiliate another, or make their 
target feel inferior, insecure or even 
fearful. 

“Whatever the reason, it is a form 
of antisocial behaviour that is totally 
unacceptable.” 

Not far from Margate, the closure 
of Manston Airport brought out 
many of these ‘keyboard warriors’, if 
not into the open, then at least online. 

k k Bullying is abuse of 
power. It is a desire to 
control another. 
Whether the abuse in 
on- or offline, the 
principles are basically 
the same vv 


Christine Pratt, 

on the trolls’ motivation 


out,” he said. “Besides, it’s not much 
fun having to see that sort of thing 
written about you day in, day out. 

“I’ve been trolled by Manston sup¬ 
porters because of my unfashionable 
views on the airport’s closure. 

“Living under the flight path, I do 
not want to see 24/7 cargo flights, 
747 training flights every nine min¬ 
utes, all a thousand or so feet above 
Ramsgate, return. 

“Comments that have been arriv¬ 
ing on my blog on pieces I have writ¬ 
ten about the airport include things 
including a wide range of profanities 
and some really nasty stuff. 

“A friend and neighbour has had 
her car and property vandalised 
twice now, presumably because of 
her views on the airport, and the po¬ 
lice are investigating. This is all be¬ 
cause people like me have expressed 
an unpopular view.” 

When contacted, a police spokes¬ 
man said that the instances of troll¬ 
ing had been investigated. 

“Kent Police was called on Septem¬ 
ber 20 by a member of the public who, 
it was established, had been concerned 
about comments left on a social- 
network site,” said the spokesman. 
‘The page had already been closed 
down earlier that day, therefore the 
informant was given advice on 
what to do should he have any 


People who had expressed a view 
that the airport should not reopen 
found themselves on the receiving 
end of abusive online attacks. 

One person who found himself a 
target of the shadowy abusers is 
Ramsgate blogger Eastcliff Richard. 
He prefers to remain anonymous. 

He told KoS that it had got so bad he 
decided to remove his blog from the 
internet to stem the torrent of abuse 
he was receiving at one point. 

“It’s true that I took my blog down 
for a few months because I didn’t have 
the time to go through all these unsa¬ 
voury comments and weed them 


further concerns. If further informa¬ 
tion comes to light, then officers will 
investigate because the site was al¬ 
ready taken down before the informant 
called the police.” 

For Miss Oldfield, meanwhile, the 
situation worsened when the online 
trolls posted personal details of her on 
their Facebook page. 

She said: “The abuse became really 
personal and it felt so invasive having 
my personal information posted on¬ 
line for anyone to see. 

“It’s one thing when people choose 
to be nasty about you, but another 
when they start posting details of 
your life online.” 

T his seems, however, to be the 
modus operandum of many of 
the trolls, who choose to 
abuse their victims behind 
the anonymity that the internet offers. 

And, it almost goes without saying, 
the trolls rarely care whether the in¬ 
formation they publish on the inter¬ 
net is true or not. 

Many use the defence of ‘free 
speech’ to argue that they have a 
right to post what they please, some¬ 
thing that doesn’t wash with Eastcliff 
Richard. 

“I personally believe in freedom of 
speech and am frequently outspoken 
myself,” he said. 

“But what trolls seem to believe in 
is freedom of abuse, which is a very 
different thing.” 

And he feels that the sites that host 
this abuse need to take the matter 
more seriously in the future. 

He said: “Facebook and others 
should be taking this stuff more seri¬ 
ously, as should the police and the 
criminal justice system. 

“Yes, we see people who troll celebs 
get custodial sentences, but I’m not 
sure that would translate into those 
who troll ‘ordinary’ people.” 

One important problem with troll¬ 
ing is that it discourages others from 
putting their views across, according 
to Miss Oldfield. 

She told KoS: “The truly awful 
thing is that so many people have told 
me that, after seeing what happened 
to me, they no longer want to get in¬ 
volved in local democratic processes. 

“It’s sad because it means that peo¬ 
ple don’t share their views because 
they are too frightened to do so. It just 
diminishes the debate.” 

It’s a view echoed by blogger East¬ 
cliff Richard, who told KoS: “I think 
they do intimidate people, these 
trolls. Not me, I hasten to add. 

“But it does make people think 
twice about what they write online, 
which is their goal, I suppose. 

“If it becomes physical, or threat¬ 
ens to become physical, then even 
more so.” 

It is this danger, that people retreat 
into their shells, that is making Mrs 
Pratt call for more to be done. 

She told KoS: “We would like to see 
clarification in anti-harassment and 
anti-stalking laws and clearer defini¬ 
tion in terms of the law to give greater 
powers to law-enforcers. 

“More needs to be done to protect 
people from this type of bullying on¬ 
line.” 

Mrs Pratt is running the campaign 
www.ecrime-action.co.uk to try to 
bring about more changes to the law 
and make sure that these incidents 
don’t go unreported. 

She said: “If people are suffering 
this type of harassment, they can log 
on to find out where to go for help and 
what to do. It’s crucial people get in 
touch as trolling rarely ends happily.” 
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7 miles of beautiful sandy beaches^ 

It’s probably the best park on the 
East Sussex/Kent border. 

Prices to own your own holiday 
home from as little as £1,000 
deposit & £163 per month or 
£9,995 for a 3 bedroom, 8 berth! 

Finance is also guaranteed (subject 
to status and deposit), holiday 
homes are all inclusive of site fees, 
connections and safety checks, all 
ready to move in... 

Why not come and have a visit 
for yourself? 


Make a day of it, have a bite 
to eat, enjoy the stunning beach 
or go swimming with the kids! > 
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Camber Sands Holiday Park, Park Resorts 

Ever Thought Of Owning A Caravan 
To Use Whenever You Wanted? 

Or Just A Quiet Break To Get Away? 

Charlotte 07446111787 

for your VIP Pass or to find out more 

Camber Sands Holiday Park, New Lydd Road, Camber, Near Rye, East Sussex TN31 7RT 
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Visit our shop for: 

SAWN TIMBER 
PLANED TIMBER 
HARDWOOD 
TREATED TIMBER 
SHEET MATERIALS 
FENCE PANELS 


FENCING GATES 
SLEEPERS 

QUALITY DECKING 
TIMBER MOULDINGS 
PAINTS & STAINS 
IRONMONGERY 


NAILS & FIXINGS 

TOOLS 

ELECTRICAL 

INSULATION 

SEALANTS & ADHESIVES 

CEMENT & AGGREGATES 


WINGHAM TIMBER 
& MOULDINGS LTD 


01227 720537 www.winghamtimber.com 

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM, CANTERBURY, KENT, CT3 1AR 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 8-5, Sat: 8.30-12.30 


Great offers on oak flooring 

3 strip engineered at £12.99 per square metre + VAT 
21 mm x 189mm engineered oiled oak at £34 per square metre +VAT 
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Could this ease the relentless 
threat to our rural landscape? 

A campaign group is calling on people 
to submit ‘brownfield’ sites to allow it 
to build a map of derelict urban areas 
ideal for housing - thus saving our 
countryside. Jamie Weir investigates... 



ROAD TO REDEVELOPMENT?: Hilary Newport (right), director of CPRE Kent is keen to gather a list of areas to 
place on its campaign map. Others, however, believe hoping for such a solution is wishful thinking 


I T’S an issue that perplexes 
many of us: why do so many of 
our derelict urban sites go unde¬ 
veloped as our precious coun¬ 
tryside is torn up for housing 
estates, business parks and industry? 

The matter is being highlighted by 
an environmental group tired of the 
onslaught of development on virgin 
countryside and that is now calling 
on members of the public to help in a 
new campaign. 

CPRE [Campaign to Protect Rural 
England] Kent is asking anyone who 
sees a derelict grot-spot or previously- 
developed chunk of land that is not 
being used to get in touch so that it can 
be added to a national map of ‘brown¬ 
field’ land - land previously used for 
industrial or commercial purposes. 

The campaign, called Waste Of 
Space, was created after the charity 
published a report arguing the Gov¬ 
ernment’s planning reforms are dam¬ 
aging the countryside unnecessarily. 

CPRE says the ‘Waste Of Space’ 
map could be used to show that devel¬ 
opers don’t need to build on what are 
called greenfield sites, land that has 
never been developed. 

CPRE Kent director Hilary Newport 
told KoS: “If more disused brownfield 
sites and empty buildings were rede¬ 
veloped, it would save greenfield sites 
and protect the countryside. Not only 
that but it would make our towns 
more vibrant and help get rid of eye¬ 
sores and derelict buildings.” 

The campaign is a national one, 
but CPRE Kent is appealing for people 
to nominate a local brownfield site, 
either by tweeting or emailing a pho¬ 
to of it. 

So far, three sites have been nomi¬ 
nated in Kent: the derelict building 
next to Grace Chapel in Folkestone; 
disused land in Island Road at Can¬ 
terbury; and space in Rochester next 
to the bridge over the River Medway. 

However sensible an idea that 
might sound, not everyone feels that 
the argument is quite that simple. 

Andy Martin, a director at the Lon¬ 
don and south east office of the PPS 
Group, a consultancy that works 
with developers, said: “A lot of the 
work we do is with brownfield sites 
and they can be incredibly good for 
development. 

“However, there is always a reme¬ 
dial issue, with this type of site re¬ 
quiring more money to get it ready for 
development. 

“Brownfield sites can be really 
complex, requiring a lot of time be¬ 
fore they can be brought through the 
planning system, and there are obvi¬ 
ously issues with clearing the site, 


making sure it is not contaminated 
and many other issues which need to 
be dealt with before a developer can 
actually build on it.” 

Dr Newport accepts this but argues 
that brownfield should still be the pri¬ 
ority for developers. 

She said: “Brownfield develop¬ 
ments can be costly because of decon¬ 
tamination and complications over 
ownership, but these are all matters 
that could and should be overcome. 

“They won’t be, though, if we con¬ 
tinue to promote so-called easy-to- 
develop greenfield sites.” 

Mr Martin does not feel that the 
‘brownfield first’ approach is likely to 
provide enough land to tackle per¬ 
ceived housing needs. 

He said: “There is an argument 
that people put forward about using 
brownfield first, but the reality is that 
it simply wouldn’t meet the challenge 
we face from the housing crisis. 

“Brownfield land has a place in the 
development mix, and that is along¬ 
side greenfield sites which are also 
brought forward. 

“To try and say that we can build 
what is needed using only brownfield 
land is disingenuous and false. There 
are usually a variety of reasons for 
development not having taken place 
on brownfield land - it isn’t as simple 
as saying ‘Here’s a patch of brown¬ 
field, let’s build on it’.” 

And Mr Martin says that, even 
when brownfield sites are put forward 
for development, local people are often 
unhappy when plans are made. 

The issue that sometimes while urg¬ 
ing development of land, the proposals 
of just what to do can lead to some un¬ 
expected, and unwanted surprises. 

He said: “Communities often really 
want these sites to be developed, but 
they are frequently loathe to accept 
the high densities which need to be 
built in order to make them economi¬ 
cally viable. 

“This is because of the added costs 

k k To try and say that 
we can build what is 
needed using only 
brownfield land is 
disingenuous and false 
...it wouldn’t meet the 
housing needs JJ 


Andy Martin, 

director at PPS Group 


associated with developing them.” 

CPRE Kent, however, will not be 
bowed by this view, stating that a 
brownfield-first approach is the cor¬ 
rect one to take and that protection of 
the countryside should be the priority 
future - an argument that the Gov¬ 
ernment supports, at least on paper, 
having introduced incentives this 
year for developers to build 200,000 
homes on brownfield land by 2020. 

Dr Newport said: “In Kent there are 
hundreds of abandoned buildings 
and industrial sites that could be re¬ 
developed. 

“This campaign aims to raise 
awareness and influence planning 
priorities in order to protect the tran¬ 


quillity and beauty of our country¬ 
side.” 

C PRE states there is enough 
brownfield land for at least 
1.5 million homes across the 
country, based on the 
84,000 acres of previously-developed 
land identified in the National Land 
Use Database. 

The campaign group argues that, if 
all this land were developed, the 
country could meet the annual de¬ 
mand for 250,000 new homes a year 
without touching any countryside for 
at least seven years. 

To nominate a brownfield site and 
add it to the national Waste Of Space 


map, take a picture of the site, find out 
the address - either a postcode or 
rough street address - and then email 
it to wasteofspace@cpre.org.uk or 
tweet the image and address to @ 
CPRE using #WasteOfSpace in the 
tweet. 

What do you think? Could this be 
a solution to our housing crisis - 
or is the risk sometimes related 
to developing high-density hous¬ 
ing on urban sites, such as in¬ 
creased traffic, not worth it? 

Share your views and join the 
debate. Write to: The Editor, KoS, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, 
Ashford, TN23 1PP. Or email us 
at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Just what does the classic 
Kent accent sound like - 
and how has it evolved? 


We may not like to admit it, but we all have an accent to our voice, which defines 
our Kentish roots. Maria Chiorando examines just how and why it came about 


T HE second we open our 
mouths, people make an 
assumption. Crystal cut 
tones and well conjure 
images of public schooling 
and privilege. 

A dense Brummie burr, however, 
and research suggests we react so 
strongly it makes us feel the person 
behind the voice is untrustworthy 
and, at worse, stupid. 

But with each and every one of us 
having an accent - even if we some¬ 
times refuse to accept it - just what 
does the ‘Kent’ accent say about us? 
And, more to the point, what is it? 
It is widely thought that the Kent¬ 
ish accent has been shaped by the in¬ 
fluence of East Anglia, London and 
the other Home Counties. Many con¬ 
sider it under threat from what is 
known as Estuary English - a Cock¬ 
ney infused tone which stretches out 
from London and along the Thames 
Estuary corridor. 

Dr David Hornsby, who works at 
the University of Kent is an expert on 
the Kentish accent. 

He says: “There’s no one particular 
Kentish accent, and there never has 
been. If you go as far back as the 
1890s, people were writing books 
and saying the Kentish accent is go¬ 
ing - of course it’s not going it’s just 
changing. 

“There is an influence coming in 
from London, though linguists don’t 
really like the term ‘Estuary English’ 
as it is not very specific. 

“The transfer of London features to 
urban areas in Kent is not new, it has 
been going on for a long time, and has 
been very important.” 

In fact, there is a book which was 
written in the late 19th century, A 
Dictionary of the Kentish Dialect, by 
Parish and Shaw which describes the 
way the accent has filtered to Kent. 

The authors claim that: “The puri¬ 
ty of the dialect diminishes in propor¬ 
tion to the proximity to London of the 
district in which it is spoken. 

“It may be said that the dialectal 
sewage of the metropolis finds its way 
down the river and is deposited on the 
southern bank of the Thames, as far 
as the limits of Gravesend Reach, 
whence it seems to overflow and satu¬ 
rate the neighbouring district.” 

This spread out from the capital 
and into the county has introduced 
some of the features we find in urban 
areas, such as the way ‘L’s are pro¬ 
nounced, or dropping certain letters, 
for example. 

Dr Hornsby says: “What’s interest¬ 
ing is that while these features come 
from London, the accent there is also 
evolving. What we are also seeing in 
London is what’s known as MLE - 
Multicultural London English. 

“This is starting to displace the 
more traditional cockney accent - 
which in turn is filtering into Kent, 
and can be found in areas such as 
Laversham.” 

Elements of what may be consid¬ 
ered a more ‘traditional’ Kentish ac¬ 
cent can often be found in more rural 
areas. 

He says: “Something people find 
surprising is that there are features of 
this accent that sound almost East 
Anglican. For example, the ‘o’ sound 
is often elongated, so it sounds like 
‘oooooh’, so words such as go, road 
and boat, would be pronounced goo, 
rood and boot. 

“There is also what we call ‘yod drop¬ 
ping’. So, someone speaking this accent 
would say toon, Toozdy and doo for the 
words tune, Tuesday and dew. 

“Another element is the present 


participle or ‘ing’. This has three vari¬ 
ations in English speech. 

“The middle classes will pronounce 
each vowel and consonant in what 
we would think of as standard Eng¬ 
lish, in urban areas the ‘g’ will be left 
off and in many rural accents, such 
as those in Kent, the ‘g’ will be left off 
and the ‘i’ replaced by an ‘e’. 

“So to give you an example, for the 
word running you get the middle 
classes saying running, urban speech 
producing runnin and those with an 
older Kentish accent saying runnen 

“Also, the letter ‘a’ is pronounced 

k k It may be said that 
the dialectal sewage of 
the metropolis finds its 
way down the river 
and is deposited on 
the southern bank 
of the Thames. vv 


Dr David Hornsby, 

from the University of Kent 


with the tongue at the back of the 
mouth, so the word ‘past’ will sound 
like ‘paaaaaaaahst’.” 

Some accent elements are unique 
to certain parts of the county. 

In the south, for example, there’s 
an element of what might typically be 
considered as the Sussex accent, be¬ 
cause of residual rhoticity. 

This is where ‘r’s are pronounced, 
which is quite rare. For example, 
most accents would drop the ‘r’ from 
the word ‘cart’, and elongate the vow- 





el sound of the ‘a’ but in a rhotic ac¬ 
cent, the ‘r’ can still be heard. 

A huge factor in the evolution of 
accents is where you live in terms of 
isolation and contact. 

Dr Hornsby explains: “Urban areas 
percolate outwards, changes will 
make their way across areas. 

“Changes will move from cities to 
towns then villages.” 

T his is clearly demonstrated 
looking at a linguistic fea¬ 
ture known as the foot-strut 
split. 

In certain areas of the country, pre¬ 
dominantly in the north, the words 
foot and strut will rhyme because of 
how the vowels are pronounced. 

In much of the south, including 
Kent, the words do not rhyme, as the 
vowel sounds of the ‘oo’ and ‘u’ are 
pronounced differently. 

Dr Hornsby says: “This change [in 
the vowel sounds] started in the 17th 
century and has worked its way 
across the south. 

“In dialect surveys in the 1960s it 
was discovered that a few places in 
Kent, such as Appledore and Staple 
had not made that change. 

“This shows how isolated these ar¬ 


eas were - these changes had passed 
them by.” 

While the London influence is large¬ 
ly taking hold in large swathes of the 
county, there is one unique case in 
Kent where this is not happening. 

Dr Hornsby has been doing some 
work in the village of Aylesham, in 
the Dover district. The village itself 
was only founded in the 1920s, and 
practically everyone who lived there 
was working in nearby coal mines. 

Many of the people who lived there 
came from other areas of the country, 
including the north east, Wales and 
Scotland, and this mix of accents has 
had a huge effect on the way the vil¬ 
lagers speak. 

Dr Hornsby says: “They are doing 
things that don’t sound typically 
south eastern, as there is an amal¬ 
gam of influences. 

“Sometimes people think that the 
Aylesham accent sounds northern - 
another reason there’s really no one 
single Kent accent.” 

■ What do you think of the modern 
day Kent accent? Share your views 
and join the debate. Write to The 
Editor, KoS, Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford, TN23 1PP. Or email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Contact us on: 01843 821311 

www. thefoxhunterpark. co.uk 

The loxhunter Peril 

We would love to tell you more about our exclusive Holiday Park, 

Contact us on: 01843 821311 
E-Mail reception @thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 
The Foxhunter Park, Monkton, Nr Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 4JG 


Probably The Worlds 
Best Holiday Park 


his year sees the arrival of a prestigious development of 
the UKs Finest lodges at this multi award winning Holiday 
park in the heart of Kent. The Foxhunter Park has long been 
thought of as the UKs leading holiday park, with its easy 
access from London it is plain to see why the holiday homes 
on this stunning park have been in such high demand. 

A beautiful development of 43 lodges set in landscaped 
grounds. 

^ Luxurious Lodges from £110,000 
^ A selection of market leading lodges 
^ Over lOOOsq ft of spacious accommodation 

* Private decks and individual parking 

The park for everyone set in the heart of the 
Garden of Eden. 

* Bar & Restaurant 

* Regular entertainments programme 

* Large separate play areas and games room for children 
Stunning outdoor swimming pool 

^ Caravan holiday homes from £29,000 
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Chris Murphy reports on new book compiled from 4,000-image collection discovered on rubbish tip 



Rare images nearly 
consigned to history 
paint vivid picture 
of our county at war 


A BOOK which showcases 
dozens of rare images 
taken in the county dur¬ 
ing the Second World 
War and nearly lost 
forever after being found dumped on 
a Maidstone rubbish tip has been 
published. 

Kent at War uses pictures which 
formed part of a remarkable 4,000-im¬ 
age haul of glass photographic plates 
recovered from a rubbish dump in 
2006. 

They feature military personnel, 
equipment, wartime training, trans¬ 
port and civilian life during the conflict 
that raged between 1939 and 1945. 

Author Mark Khan explained: 
“The awareness of items of interest 
from a collectible or historic value 
has been helped over the last few 
years by the numerous television pro¬ 
grammes dealing with the finding, 
selling or valuing of antiques and 
collectibles. 

“People featured on these pro¬ 
grammes often relate how they have 
found the items in unlikely places 
such as lofts, cupboards of skips. 

“One such find in Kent was of just 
over 4,000 glass photographic image 
plates depicting military personnel 
and equipment, wartime training, 
transport and civilian life before, 
during and after the Second World 
War found on a rubbish dump in 


Maidstone some years ago. 

“Fortunately they were recovered 
and saved before they were bulldozed 
into the dump and lost forever. 

“These fascinating images now 
form part of the War and Peace Col¬ 
lection photo archive, part of the 
personal collection of Rex Cadman.” 

Mr Cadman is the organiser of the 
hugely popular War and Peace Re¬ 
vival Show at Folkestone Racecourse. 

He bought them and then spent a 
small fortune restoring and digitising 
them. 

Mr Khan added: “The collection 
forms a snapshot of life in Kent, not 
only during the Second World War, 
but also before and after it. 

“As a military historian, the collat¬ 
ing of the images for this book has 
proven to be a fascinating project. 

“I have learned much more about 
the role played by the county and its 
people during the Second World War. 

“For me, it has been a humbling 
experience. I feel I now better under¬ 
stand in some small way what the 
people of Kent went through during 
the dark days of the conflict.” 

In 1940, invasion defences were 
built in the county as the war began 
to turn in the Allies’ favour and, as 
the danger of invasion receded, Kent 
played its part in the great offensive 
against Nazi Germany. 

Many images portray the early 


years of the war and the forming of the 
Kent Home Guard, to the role the 
county played in the D-Day invasions. 

Mr Khan said Kent was a tough 
place to live during the war, and add¬ 
ed: “It was for a good reason this 
south eastern part of the British Isles 
was nicknamed Hellfire Corner. 

“Not only was it extremely close to 
occupied France, it was also within 
direct bombardment range from Ger¬ 
man long-range guns situated on the 
coast of northern France. 

“The county also provided the 
nearest route to and from London for 
the attacking German air force. 

“The effects of bombing, aerial 
dogfights and much more had to be 
contended with by the people of Kent, 
during the war.” 

Selecting the pictures used was a 
difficult task. 

Mr Khan said: “All the images fea¬ 
tured in the book are from the War 
and Peace Photo Archive. 

“Selecting just 150 images from 
the archive containing so many great 
photographs for this book proved to 
be quite a difficult exercise. 

“I feel the images I used represent 
many facets of life in Kent during the 
Second World War and I hope I have 
done justice to the archive as a whole.” 
■ Kent at War is part of Pen & Sword’s 
Images of War series, Mr Khan’s 
book has a retail price of £14.99. 



BYGONE DAYS: Images all taken from the War & Peace Photo Archive/Rex 
Cadman, and showcased in Mark Khan’s (pictured) book, Kent at War 
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Urn-Potyyj ? 
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5ee you Soon. 

Phony, Mi !he, Shannon, Shys, 
Sash) Matthe.co, S&uhen, Katie., 
Pacoe/ & Sohett 

www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk 





Chatham & Clarendon 
Grammar School 


Open Evenings at Chatham Site 

No booking necessary 

Tuesday 21 st October 2014 
Thursday 23 rd October 2014 
5.30pm till 7.30pm 


Morning Tours of all sites week 
commencing Monday 20th October 

Prior booking only 

Appeal Consultations at Chatham Site 

No booking necessary 

Monday 20th October - 4pm 
Wednesday 22nd October - 10:30am 
Friday 24th October - 1pm 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


CASH MACHINE: The Marlowe Theatre at Canterbury line-up for this year - one of the most commercially successful pantomimes in Kent 

Revenue generating magic 
of the traditional pantomime 


Summer’s behind you - oh no it isn’t... oh yes it is. And 
that means the countdown to the pantomime season 
is under way... Molly Kersey takes a look at some of the 
shows pulling in the punters and why it remains such 
an essential, and valuable, part of the theatre calendar 


T HEATRES are normally 
a hub of cultured 
offerings; ballet, drama, 
comedy and music. 

Yet despite being a 
honey-pot for those seeking 
cultural enrichment, even the most 
ardent theatre-goer would admit 
that often the simple mechanics of 
getting ‘bums on seats’ can prove a 
challenge even to the most 
innovative marketing manager. 

That is, of course, until it comes 
the crazy world of the pantomime. 

Because in its anarchic mish¬ 
mash of drama, comedy, music, 
pratfalls, double entendre and 
audience call-and-response, lies a 
remarkable money-making 
production which can deliver such 
a cash injection its impact can be 
felt all year round. 

“It’s usually the best time of 
year,” said Martin Dodd, director of 
UK Productions - one of the many 
pantomime production companies 
which put on the colourful 
extravaganzas. 

Its efforts this year include 
bringing Peter Pan to the Assembly 
Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells. 

He explains: “Throughout the 
year, theatres might have quite a 


few busy weeks, but with panto 
you’re doing two shows a day, six 
days a week, and usually you are 
doing good business on those. We 
certainly do in Tunbridge Wells. 

44 Through the 

dark days of the 
recession, which are 
hopefully behind us, 
panto held its own ** 

“That’s bringing in an awful lot 
of people, and in many cases it can 
be people who have never been to 
the theatre before. 

“Through the dark days of the 
recession, which are hopefully 
behind us, panto held its own. 


“It’s such great family entertain¬ 
ment and should appeal to every 
age group.” 

Paul Hendy and Emily Wood 
are a husband and wife team 
driving the successful Evolution 
Productions unit. 

It is behind the traditional 
big-selling shows at Canterbury’s 
Marlowe Theatre as well as a host 
of other shows throughout the UK. 

Former TV presenter-turned- 
theatre-director Mr Hendy 
explained: “For a lot of theatres 
it is their lifeblood. People come 
through the doors and pick up 
leaflets about what else is on.” 

Mrs Wood adds: “Even at the 
Marlowe, they admit the success of 
pantomime allows them to put on 
rather more diverse, and perhaps 


less populist shows during the 
rest of the year; and having the 
bank buoyed by the panto they 
can do that.” 

Martin Dodd adds: “It can be a 
great way of introducing people 
to the joy of the theatre. We hear 
people saying they’d forgotten 
what it was like. 

“There’s nothing better than live 
entertainment, something that’s 
completely unique, and with panto 
the audience is the extra actor. 

“You talk to them, you break 
the fourth wall, you speak to them 
and you encourage them to speak 
to you. 

“It’s so much a part of the 
tradition of Christmas. But we can’t 

Continued on page 43 » 
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For more 


nformation on our services go to: 

o n n ect i o n s4y o u - n et 


AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 


Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 


£40 I £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


7f £65 I £120 

- j 2 PEOPLE SINGLE 2 PEOPLE RETURN 


PICK UP POINTS 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


Arrival Date 

Nights 

Departure Date 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

22nd May 2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

17th July 2015 

4 

21st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 


Enjoy any of ou r 

if an ? 6n, ' 9hts tays 

in lovely Newquay in 

Picturesque Cornwall 

(Pay ment Plans areavailable) 


These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADSTOW. 



Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its 
stunning beaches. It is just a 10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre 
and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty of facilities at 
the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as 
well as an enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty 


salon and games room. There is a coffee shop which offers a selection of 
light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom which offers 
entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and bar, it’s a 
popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind whilst 
enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west, m Find us on 

■ 1 Facebook 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www.connections4you.net 
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« Continued from page 41 

take it for granted, because people 
can always go somewhere else. The 
quality has got to be kept up.” 

And a sure fire way of pulling in the 
punters is by recruiting a big name. 

Kent has seen everyone from 
rapper Vanilla Ice to former Young 
Ones star Adrian Edmondson and 
original Star Trek cast member 
George Takei tread the boards for the 
annual knees-up. 

There’s plenty of demand too - 

44 We won't cast 
somebody just because 
they are top of the soap 
tree at the moment if 
they can't do it ** 

especially when the short run can 
net the big names tens of thousands 
of pounds. 

The production of Peter Pan in 
Tunbridge Wells this year will see 
Holby City star Mark Moraghan 
(Owen Davis in the show) play 
Captain Hook, while CBBC presenter 
Gemma Hunt is Tinker Bell. 

Mr Dodd says that no matter 
how well known they are, their 
performance needs to be up to 
scratch. 

“We won’t cast somebody 
just because they are top of the 
soap tree at the moment if they 
can’t do it. Soap acting 
is very different to 
stage acting. 

They have to be 
able to do it, get 
on stage and 
act, sing and 



fill a theatre space. As long as they 
can do that then it makes the show 
unique. 

“We have had lots of people 
playing Captain Hook, it’s normally 
the place where the star of the 
show goes, and we have had Captain 
Hooks of all different shapes and 
sizes.” 

Following in the footsteps of 
EastEnders’ star Samantha Womack 
at the Marlowe will be Scott Maslen, 
best known as Jack Branning in 
Albert Square. 

He added: “Sam was full of praise 
for the theatre and the audiences. 

She also enjoyed living in Canter¬ 
bury for the show’s run, in fact, she 
highly recommended it all.” 

After enjoying a sell out run in 
Snow White and The Seven Dwarfs 
two years ago, Strictly Come 
Dancing judge Craig Revel Horwood 
will be Captain Hook in the Orchard 
Theatre, Dartford, as it too stages 
Peter Pan. 

Elsewhere, the Theatre Royal in 
Margate features another ex 
EastEnder, Ricky Groves, in Beauty 
and the Beast, while Steps star Ian 
‘H’ Watkins will be at the Hazlitt in 
Maidstone for Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfes. 

1 He will be taking up the 
Hi role of Prince Charming in 
£ the Christmas production. 
The drive to start pushing 

r tickets sales is beginning 
now - signs are it will be a hit 
again. 

I Tickets for 
pantomimes are 
booking now. 
Simply visit the 
venue’s website 
to find out how. 



HOOKED !: Craig Revel Horwood at one of the recent official launch events for pantomime’s across the county 



Purchase direct 
from the very 
best artists and 
craftmakers 
in the UK 


Follow Craft In Focus 
on Twitter & Facebook 


Contemporary 




Our largest 
ever event 
at 

Sevenoaks 


Craft & Design Fair 


Sevenoaks School 

SEVENOAKS 

24-26 October 

12 - 5pm Fri • 10am - 5pm Sat & Sun 
AA Signposted from A225 • TNI 3 1HU 
Admission £3.50 • Accompanied under 14’s free 


www.craftinfocus.com t 01622 747325 
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X Factor winner's big date 

FORMER X Factor winner Joe 
McElderry heads in to Maid¬ 
stone as part of his 60-date UK 
tour next March. 

The star, who won the 2009 
TV talent show, will play the 
Hazlitt Theatre on March 8, 

2015 with tickets available now 


Apple festival's tasty treat 

CELEBRITY horticulturalist James Wong will 
be a star turn at the Brogdale Apple Festival 
which takes place this weekend. 

Showcasing over 2,200 different apple 
varieties, it takes place at the home of the 
National Fruit Collection, on the outskirts of 
Faversham. Tickets cost £8 on the gate or £4 
for children. 


Circus with a difference 

CIRCUS of Horrors, best known 
for reaching the finals of TV 
talent show Britain's Got Talent, 
comes to Kent for a string of 
shows over the coming months. 

It performs in Folkestone, 

Chatham, Sevenoaks and 
Herne Bay. 


Get creative at craft show 

SEVENOAKS Contemporary Craft and Design 
Fair returns to Sevenoaks School later this month. 

Organised by Craft in Focus, it brings 
together leading professional artists and 
designers from across the UK for an event 
running from October 24-26. A number of 
talented local craft experts will also be in 
attendance. 





BROTHERS IN ARMS: Ramsgate Music Hall sold all its tickets for the Jungle Brothers gig within 36 hours... the band say they are keen to return 

The day the New York hip-hop beat 
really put Thanet venue on the map 


Review 


By Dave Mairs 

dave.mairs@archant.co.uk 


I PROFESS to know little, if 
anything, about hip-hop, but after 
a rather special Friday night in 
Ramsgate I am a much wiser man 
in this sub-cultural arena. 

The band were Jungle Brothers, 
a New York outfit who are part of 
Native Tongues, a collective of 
late hip-hop artists established in 
the 1980s and 90s, and the venue 
the Ramsgate Music Hall. 

A quick flick through the 


internet tells us that the Native 
Tongue musicians, who include 
hip-hop godfathers De La Soul and 
A Tribe Called Quest, are “known 
for their positive-minded, 
good-natured Afrocentric lyrics 
and for pioneering the use of 
eclectic sampling and later jazz- 
influenced beats”... see, I told you 
I’m not versed in the ways of hip-hop. 

That was clearly not the case 
across town, however, and the gig 
sold out within 36 hours of tickets 
going on sale. 

There was a genuine buzz about 
the place as we waited for the boys 
- Mike Gee, Sammy B and Afrika 
Baby Bam - to appear on stage, 


with some in the audience 
enthusiastically sharing their 
break-dancing talents on the floor. 

And when the show did get 
under way, how well it was 
received. Crowded certainly, but 
never uncomfortable, the venue 
bounced to the beat. 

A great atmosphere was enjoyed 
by everyone, not least the 
performers, who later decreed it 
the best gig of their UK tour and 
expressed a desire to return. Not 
some empty platitude yelled to an 
adoring audience but offered in all 
sincerity to the venue proprietors. 

The gig did not last much over 
an hour - which came as a bit of a 


surprise to this veteran of rock 
concerts - but no one seemed to 
mind and the crew had clearly 
given their all. 

Indeed, as we relaxed with our 
drinks afterwards, the fellas came 
out and mingled with us, shaking 
hands with all and sundry. 

It captured the tenor of a hugely 
enjoyable evening and those who 
missed out on this occasion would 
do well to catch Jungle Brothers, 
hopefully, next time round. 

As for the lyrics, I didn’t catch 
much beyond “Ramsgate!” and 
“Ramsgate Music Hall!”. 
Remember the name... this is a 
place that’s going places. 
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UK’s Best Entertainment Pub 2014 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

11 th October Lucky Jackson 

8pm FREE ENTRY 
12th October Fabulous Red Diesel 
4pm FREE ENTRY 
12th October Art Centre Show 

with Michelle Shocked 
7.30pm Tickets £10 
23rd October Ben Jordan (From USA) 
8pm FREE ENTRY 
25th October The Noel McCella Trio 

8pm 

28th October The Razorblades 

(From Germany) 
8pm 

FREE LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY SUNDAY FROM 4-6PM 

Award Winning Pub - Come and See Why 
For tickets and information please 
contact us on 01227 720392 
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SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


BEIB 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


-I 


IS EDO 

DOMESTIC SS 
INSTALLER \i=i 


M&A 

Decorating & Guttering Services 



At M & A Decorating and 

Guttering Services we offer 

the complete decorating y } 

and guttering service 

From gutters cleaned out gutters/fascias and soffits 
washed down. Gutters repaired or replaced from 
cast iron gutters finlock gutters [concrete] upvc 
gutters. We have been established since 1994, 
and are fully insured. 

FREE Gutter Clearing on all 
exterior work undertaken 

Quote Kos when you call 

Telephone 01843 260475 
Mobile 07970 356136 


We also offer the complete decorating service from exterior 
decorating to interior decorating including wallpapering and small 
. building works free estimates and advice. 


www.madecoratingguttering.co.uk 


£1,000 Off A Static Caravan @ Camber Sands 

Call Charlotte to arrange your VIP appointment 07446 111 787 
Camber Sands is open 12 months of the year! 

Own your own caravan from as little as £8,995 
or £1,00 deposit & £163 per month 
Voucher only valid with Charlotte at Camber Sands TN31 7RT 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer 

Camber Sands Holiday Park, Park Resorts 

— __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ — —i 
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Gallery welcomes diverse collection for autumn 

Margate’s Turner Contemporary names ^ 

a star-studded line-up for new season v —=. _... —. 



VERYTHING from a 
special exhibition from a 
Turner Prize winner to 
images capturing a 
pioneering expedition 
across the icy wasteland of Antarc¬ 
tica, form part of the autumn events 
at the Turner Contemporary. 

The hugely popular gallery 
unveiled a packed line-up of events, 
with the main draw a special 
exhibition and visit by Jeremy Deller. 

He won the Turner Prize in 2004 
for his film Memory Bucket. It 
documented both George W Bush’s 
hometown of Crawford in Texas, and 
the infamous siege in nearby Waco. 

Opening at the Margate gallery on 


October 11, English Magic further 
explores Deller’s ongoing interest in 
the diverse nature of British society: 
its people, myths and folklore as well 
as its broad cultural, socio-political 
and economic history. 

It forms the final UK leg of a national 
tour which has run since January after 
the exhibition was commissioned by 
the British Council for the British 
Pavilion at the Venice Biennale in 
2013. The exhibition is accompanied 
by a series of talks and events. 

One of which will see the artist 
joined by political commentator John 
Kampfner to discuss the topic of 
wealth to coincide with the exhibi¬ 
tion and the release of Kampfner’s 


book The Rich. That discussion takes 
place on November 6. 

On October 31, to coincide with 
the release of Mike Leight’s biopic of 
JWM Turner, Tim Wright, the artist 
who taught actor Timothy Spall how 
to paint like Turner, will discuss 
working on the film, along with 
Charlie Cobb who produced the 


paintings for the film. 

Meanwhile, Felicity Aston, from 
Birchington, the explorer who 
became the first woman to ski solo 
across Antarctica, will appear on 
November 4 to discuss her 
36,000km expedition to north-east 
Siberia earlier this year. It will run 
alongside a exhibition, Pole Cold: 


What Does Winter Mean To You?, 
which runs until February. In 
addition, throughout the autumn 
programme, the gallery will show 
monthly screenings of films made by 
artists. 

The gallery is open Tuesday to 
Sunday and bank holidays, from 
10am to 5pm. Admission is free. 



Enjoy Fawlty hospitality 


From Monty with love 


Jam’s Foxton rocks on 

FROM The Jam rock into the Leas Cliff 
Hall in Folkestone in January on part of 
a four-date tour which also includes special 
guests Nine Below Zero. 

The band, which features original bassist 
from The Jam, Bruce Foxton, will rip through 
a set featuring hits such as Town Called 
Malice and Going Underground, as well as 
favourites from Foxton’s solo career. 

The show takes place on January 23. 
Tickets are on sale now. 


ENJOY a meal quite unlike any you 
have experienced before as the 
legendary Basil Fawlty is your host at 
Dartford’s Orchard Theatre on Friday. 

The audience become part of the proceed¬ 
ings in Fawlty Towers: The Dinner Show as 
Basil, long-suffering wife Sybil and hapless 
waiter Manuel look to create comical 
mishaps and manic mayhem in a tribute to 
the famous 1970s TV comedy classic. 

The show takes place on October 17. 


THE original Basil Fawlty - comedy 
legend John Cleese - will be in 
Tunbridge Wells and Canterbury in Decem¬ 
ber; his first solo tour since the reformation 
and sell-out shows of Monty Python this 
summer. 

The superstar will be performing at the 
Assembly Hall Theatre on December 19 and 
the Marlowe Theatre on December 15, 
showcasing his So, Anyway book 
Tickets include a copy of the book. 


Walsh rolls into Hazlitt 

COMEDIAN Seann Walsh will be calling 
in at Maidstone’s Hazlitt Theatre next 
month as he tours the UK with new show '28’. 

It follows its sell-out debut at this year’s 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

The show takes its name from the comic’s 
age and examines how he is coming to terms 
with living with his girlfriend and the 
realisation of adulthood. 

The show takes place at the Hazlitt on 
November 30. 









Christmas at Chart Hills 


Enjoy either a festive lunch or party night to celebrate at Chart Hills this season. 
Shared Party Nights are on Friday & Saturdays throughout the season & lunches all week. 
Lunch £25.00 per person. Dinner £35.00 per person* 




Menu 

To Start 

Cream of Tomato & Basil Soup with Vodka Cream 
Prawn Cockfail with Candid Lemon & Fresh Herbs 
Chicken Liver and Brandy Parfait with Apple & Saffron Chutney 

11 Main Courses 

Roast Turkey, Chestnut Stuffing, Bacon wrapped Chipolata & Red Wine Jus 
Poached Fillet of Salmomwith White Wine & Watercress Sauce 
Hazelnut Brie and Cranberry en Croute with a Red Pepper Jus 

* * f • [T 

1 Desert 

Christmas Pudding With Brandy & Vanilla Sauce 
Warm Treacle & Ginger Tart with Clotted Cream 
A Selection of CheeSe and Biscuits with Grape & Celery Chutney 

» ■ > * 

Chart Hills Golf Club, Weeks Lane, Biddenden, Kent TN27 8JX 
chrisTtmas@charthills.co.uk www.charthills.co.uk 
01580 292222 

"Prices include Christmas Crackers, Party Poppers, Festive decoration &* VAT. Please note that booking is required & a deposit to secure your booking. 

. 1 *lncl^aing Live Swing Singer & Disco. 
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Channel Island worth tuning in to 

TRAVEL REVIEW: Guernsey 

by Sarah Marshall 



is packed with wildlife-filled bays and soft, sandy beaches and is perfectly suited for al fresco pursuits 


G UERNSEY has often been 
unfairly stereotyped as 
a holiday haunt for the 
blue rinse brigade, but 
given the wealth of 
action-packed activities on offer - 
including kayaking, cycle tours and 
jet ski safaris - its appeal extends to a 
much wider demographic. 

Not that you necessarily need to be 
under 20 to leap from vertiginous 
knife-edges - just game for anything 
and young at heart. 

With 41 miles of coastline to 
discover and an average 1,950 hours 
of sunshine per year, this scenic 
Channel Island is ideally suited to al 
fresco pursuits. And with the 
government-owned Aurigny airline 
offering a new jet plane service to the 
UK, cutting journey time by 20 
minutes, its wildlife-filled bays and 
soft, sandy beaches will be within 
even easier reach. 

Back on dry, solid land, I follow the 
cliff path around Herm, one of the 
smaller outer lying islands easily 
reached by a ferry from Guernsey’s 
capital, St Peter Port. Puffins and 
cormorants nestle in rocky crags. 

It’s easy to see why families are 
attracted to the dune-lined beaches 
and sheltered coves, and I envy the 
66 residents who get to enjoy the 
island’s natural beauty long after the 
last ferry has chugged home. 

A number of smaller islands off the 
shore of Guernsey can be visited on 
day trips, although one of the most 
exclusive, Brecqhou, is generally out 
of bounds. It’s owned by the Barclay 
brothers, who have built a castle 
there, and can only be accessed by 
guests staying at their hotel on 
nearby Sark. 

Given its favourable tax benefits, 


TRAVEL FACTS 

SARAH Marshall was a guest 
of Visit Guernsey (www. 
visitguernsey.com). She 
stayed at the Duke Of Rich¬ 
mond Hotel (www.dukeofrich- 
mond.com) where doubles 
start from £145 with breakfast. 

Aurigny (www.aurigny.com) 
now operate a jet plane on 
their Gatwick to Guernsey 
route from £39 one way. 


granted in exchange for pledging 
allegiance to the UK, Guernsey has 
attracted many millionaires. But a 
strict limit on housing means not 
everyone can build their dream 
home here. 

Only 14 per cent of the island is 
developed, local guide and resident 
Elizabeth Gardener-Wheeler tells me, 
and of the 26,000 houses available, 
only 1,600 can be owned by 
non-islanders. The result is a 
tight-knit community, where crime 
is almost non-existent. 

There’s an innocence and naivety 
about Guernsey that’s even a little bit 


utopian; a reminder of what village 
life in England might have been like 
before towns spiralled into cities and 
neighbours became strangers. 

Much of the camaraderie here 
stems from the island’s well docu¬ 
mented period of occupation during 
the Second World War. Liberation 
Day on May 9 is a major celebration 
and, next year, islanders will 
commemorate the 70th anniversary 
since German forces retreated after 
five years of invasion. 

There are gentle reminders of the 
Nazi years in surprising places, such 
as symbols painted on bus shelters 


and rusted barbed wire twisting 
above garden walls. 

German tourists often come to find 
out about their family history, 
visiting the German Occupation 
Museum in Les Houards, where 
historical artefacts are displayed 
alongside personal letters and photo 
albums. Some detail the relation¬ 
ships and later marriages between 
islanders and German soldiers; an 
indication that there was some love 
amongst the war during this period. 

This island ticks along at a such a 
wonderfully nostalgic pace it is hard 
to not be enchanted. 




Film Reviews 



GONE GIRL 

(18, 149 mins) Thriller/Romance 

Release date: Now 

IGNORANCE is bliss when it 
comes to Gone Girl. 

If you haven’t read Gillian Flynn’s 
2012 psychological thriller and you 
know nothing of the serpentine 
twists that propelled the novel to 
the top of the bestsellers list then 
jealously guard your cluelessness. 

There’s an undeniable delight 
watching Flynn wrong-foot us with 
this spiky satire on media manipu¬ 
lation and the glossy facade of 


celebrity marriages. 

When the central characters 
promise to love, honour and obey 
till death do them part, one of them 
takes that vow very seriously. 

Admittedly, you have to dig deep 
beneath the surface of David 
Fincher’s polished film to find the 
jet black humour but it’s there, 
walking hand-in-hand with sadism 
and torture that propel the narra¬ 
tive towards its unconventional 
denouement. 

Rating: 7.5/10 

DOLPHIN TALE 2 

(U, 107 mins) Family/Drama/ 
Romance 

Release date: Now 

RELEASED in 2011, Dolphin Tale 
fictionalised the incredible true 
story of a bottlenose called Winter, 
who was snared in a crab trap in 
Florida and lost her tail. 

The plucky mammal was rushed 
to nearby Clearwater Marine 
Hospital where dedicated staff 
rehabilitated Winter by fitting her 


with a silicon and plastic tail similar 
to prosthetics worn by human 
amputees. 

The dolphin’s remarkable 
recovery and her subsequent 
celebrity have ensured a steady 
stream of visitors to Clearwater, 
where Winter now shares a tank 
with another bottlenose called 
Hope. 

Filmmaker Charles Martin Smith, 
who captained the original film, 
clearly fell in love with Winter 
because he writes and directs this 
uplifting yet wholly unnecessary 
sequel. 

Young audiences will happily 
wade through pools of sugary 
sentiment in order to enjoy 
heart-warming scenes with the 
dolphins and a stranded sea turtle 
christened Mavis. 

Parents, however, won’t find a 
great deal to buoy their interest 
besides footage during the end 
credits of two real-life rescues that 
inspired Smith’s flimsy script. 

Rating: 5/10 



DRACULA UNTOLD 

(15, 92 mins) Action/Horror/ 
Thriller/Romance 

Release date: Now 

HOARY horror hokum sinks its 
fangs into 15th century east 
European history in a dark and 
brooding resurrection of the 
bloodsucking monster from Bram 
Stoker’s 1897 novel. 

Screenwriters Matt Sazama and 


Burk Sharpless follow Stoker’s lead 
and draw a direct correlation 
between the vampire and Vlad II 
from the Romanian house of 
Dracula, posthumously named 
Vlad The Impaler. 

Consequently, the notorious 
warrior, who skewered his victims, 
is reborn as the eponymous 
creature of the night, replete with 
an aversion to sunlight and silver. 

Dracula Untold doesn’t greatly 
enrich the vampire mythology, 
which has been embellished for 
more than 100 years, and the script 
can’t resist the occasional camp 
nod and wink, like a snivelling 
servant called Shkelgim (Zach 
McGowan), who promises to do 
Dracula’s bidding and hisses, 

‘ Yesss massster,” as he slinks into 
the shadows. 

Humour is drained almost 
entirely from the film’s arteries. 

You may take come convincing 
to believe the world needs this 
Dracula. 

Rating 5/10 
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Sometimes 
even a dragon 
should smile 

Royal Dragon 

Location: Birchington 


By David Mairs 


I T’S something you find more 
and more frequently at 
restaurants: a pair of glasses 
to help you read the menu when 
you’ve forgotten them or 
perhaps simply chosen to not take 
them out. Spectacles, after all, can 
present a problem to the vainer types 
among us. 

So when I asked the lady serving 
us at the Royal Dragon restaurant in 
Birchington for said glasses, her 
tenor caught me by surprise. 

“No, sorry,” she said, with a tone 
that was very far from sorry. Indeed, 

I was some kind of loon for having 
asked such a ridiculous question. 

At the time I though little of it, but 
as the evening wore on it became 
apparent that this was not going to 
be a review including the words 
“Great service”. 


We felt hurried throughout, with 
the same lady trying to whisk away 
some of our dishes before we had 
even finished them. Her demeanour 
never lifted above functional and 
periodically dropped to sullen. 

Perhaps the most surprising aspect 
of it all was the fact that previously I 
have found Chinese restaurants to be 
among the most welcoming of all 
eateries. 

A swift referral to the ever-handy 
TripAdvisor website confirmed that 
other people had experienced 
problems with service here, although 
I would be dishonest if I didn’t also 
mention the number of rave reviews 
it had received. 

A healthy number of diners 
awarded it the maximum five stars, a 
few of them even declaring it the best 
Chinese in Thanet. 
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tn84j atoms 


&OVAC. PtWCfON 


trtlNtiE 

RESTAURANT 


Well, even disregarding the less 
than uplifting manner of the woman 
serving us, I wouldn’t go that far, 
although neither would I say it was 
the worst. 

Things started well with the mixed 
hors d’oeuvres (chicken satay, 
seaweed, spare ribs, prawn toast and 
crispy spring rolls), which were 
excellent, especially the prawn toast. 

The crispy aromatic duck that was 
followed lived up to its billing as an 
old favourite, although it could have 
been hotter, while the portion was 
on the light side. 

Hungry, we ordered four main 
dishes between us. Sadly, one of 
these was taken wrongly and so we 


ended up with three beef dishes 
rather than the two we had 
chosen. Not ones to make a fuss, 
we didn’t feel vexed enough to 
complain. 

Of the dishes we did have, the king- 
prawn curry was far and away the 
best. Spiced to perfection and with 
an excellent texture - neither runny 
nor ‘gloopy’ - it will, I’m sure, be 
drawing me back to try the take¬ 
away version. 

The beef with ginger and spring 
onions and beef with peppers and 
black-bean sauce were standard but 
no more, while the Szechuan beef 
simply didn’t do it for me. Perhaps 
with a pair of glasses, I would have 


noticed the “sweet spicy” description 
and not selected it. Nobody’s fault but 
mine, as Led Zeppelin might have 
said. 

A bill around the £75 mark 
included wine and was much as we 
had expected... no complaints there. 

We wrapped up with coffees but 
got the distinct impression that we 
had outstayed our welcome. It was 
time to go. 

■ Royal Dragon 
8 Station Road 
Birchington 
CT7 9DQ 

Phone: 01843 840888 

Web: www.royaldragon.co.uk 


Advertiser's Announcement 


Raise a glass to celebrate the 
very first Swanley Beer Festival 



GET ready to toast the success of the inaugural 
outing of a key new date on the beer lover’s 
calendar later this month. 

The first ever Swanley Beer Festival will 
take place on October 24-26. 

Staged at the Alexandra Suite in St Mary’s 
Road - which is now taking bookings for 
Christmas - visitors will be able to sample 
and enjoy 12 real ales from local breweries 
alongside six ciders. 

The real ales will range from light golden 
session ales to rich ruby ales. There will even 
be a very special Halloween Ale. 

The Alexandra bar will also be open for 
those who would rather have a lager or soft 
drink making it ideal for families to join in the 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


fun with a special family day on the Sunday. 

There will be a variety of live music being 
played over the three days including perform¬ 
ances from The Edelweiss All Stars (pictured), 
Juke Box Jam, The Unknown, Mandy & the Phil 
Chaplin Band and Hobo and The Hippies. 

The entry fee is £3 and souvenir glasses of 
the event will be available. 

A variety of reasonably priced food will be 
available every day. 

Opening times are: 

October 24 - 6pm until 11pm. 

October 25 - noon until 11pm. 

October 26 - noon until 6pm. 

Postcode for the event is BR8 8BU. For more 
details contact Toni on 01322 613900. 


24 th - 26 th October 

ALEXANDRA SUITE 



f<n ifafaJU aM-, 01922 613900 


ENTRY £3 

/on 


Friday: 18.00-23.00 
Saturday: llnoon - 25.00 
Sunday: 12 noon -18.00 





$£ Skat j T& 


Alexandre Suite, st. Mary's Road, Swanley Kent BRA 7BU 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


To Reply to members from 
your mobile call 68118 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


biggest UK on-line database of 17 million users waiting to meet .. visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


SLIM petite, attractive brunette, 
56, British/Russian origin, 
excellent cook/home maker, 
seeks cultured male for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412129 | 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
002 1961 Box No: 405297 
FREYA 33 6ft blonde, loves 
dancing and have a good time, 
employed, own home, one son, 
seeking similar laidback guy/dad 
for dates, chats and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412045|| 

ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings with 
male any age or location. Tel 

No: 0905 002 1956 Box No: 
366019 

MARILYN really nice curvy 
tactile female, loves romantic 
walks, cosy nights in, quality 
times, looking for nice male to 
spend time and fall in love with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411871 i) 

CHRISTINA, curvy beauty, 
27yrs, own home, very very 
adventurous seeks no strings 
fun and frolics. Can 
accommodate and will answer 
all calls. Tel No: 0905 002 1957 
Box No: 410127 
JAN 5ft 6ins, dark hair/eyes, 
nice smile, likes music, travel, 
countryside, animals, employed, 
OHAC, looking for 
companionship with similar 
lonely heart. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411865 | 

GILLY, voluptuous well groomed 
lady, seeks man to massage and 
pamper. Married exciting men 
please apply. Tel No: 0905 002 
1933 Box No: 412933 
SARAH 25 petite slim attractive 
blonde student, enjoys keeping 
fit, looking good, socialising, 
going out, being a mum WLTM 
similar fun genuine guy. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411537|) 


RITA divorced care worker with no 
ties, 5ft 1 ins, dark hair, enjoys 
meals out, cosy nights in, seeking 
male 45-55 with GSOH and similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411775| 


RACHAEL 36yr old nurse looking 
to raise the temperature of reliable 
sincere male. I have my OACH, a 
single mum to 1, love gym, cosy 
meals, animals etc. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411045 | 


SALLY, 36yrs discreet broad¬ 
minded lady seeks absolutely no 
strings adult fun, any age/area. 
Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 1945 
Box No: 410575 
JULIE attractive outgoing female 
with a very young attitude, loves 
running, living life, travel, WLTM 
someone special to make my life 
complete, hope you're out there. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411513 (I 

RACHAEL, 36yrs, looking good 
for my age but need some 
daytime excitement. All text's 
answered. Box 4507091 Text 
Only (| 

LINDA 37, green eyes, 
attractive, bubbly size 12, enjoys 
cosy nights in, text chats, 
seeking tallish fun guy for meals 
out, pubs, clubs and spending 
quality times. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411033 d 
DIANNA, down to earth single 
mum. Kids at school and bored 
all day. Come round and see 
me, or text and chat. Discretian 
assured. Box 4507092 Text 
Only d 

64YR old lady, seeking male for 
friendship, companionship, 
outings and interesting 
conversation. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411975 
CAROLINE 39yr old pretty 
blonde looking for handsome 
caring man to put the sparkle 
back into my life and make each 
other feel special. Call me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411891 d 

33YR old sick of being single 
working mum, OHAC, likes the 
simple things in life, looking for 
romantic, honest guy with GSOH 
for cosy nights in and fun nights 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:411887d 

CINDY 31 attractive, size 12 
brown eyed blonde, new to this 
but sick of passing up potential 
soul mate so thought I wld give it 

a go. ACA Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411873 d 


JANET 5ft 8ins, slim 12, pretty, 
green eyes, brown hair, seeking 
male companion for friendship 
hopefully leading to a relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411689d 


SUSAN 29 green eyes, dark hair, 
slim, looking for Mr tall dark and 
handsome to take me out, enjoy 
adult times without complications 
just fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410957 d 


Our NEW MatchMaker service* 
makes meeting people easy! 


TRY IT FOR FREE TODAY! 


Mai i lii ii:i t all Ilk£- It -n el ™ u ill * 

Ibr “ymb W'c runiH'i'l vmi w i Elh oMsrr 
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SIMPLY TEXT[ 




CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


MELANIE tall curvy attractive 
bubbly female who loves meals out, 
cosy nights in with a nice wine, 
walking, seeks professional male 
with outgoing GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411509 d 
LYN 34yrs, pretty petite dark haired 
female, loves music, meals out, 
quiet drinks out, seeking caring 
male with GSOH who can make 
me feel special again. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410137 d 
CAROLINE blonde curvy very 
active lady who loves to socialise, 
countryside, seeking similar caring 
male for LTR and to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409413 d 
RACHEL 39, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 
6ins, bubbly, outgoing, naughty, 
busty, divorced, seeks male for 
discreet fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410835 d 
SUE optimistic divorced lady with 
OHAC, good job, enjoys meals out, . 
cinema, countryside, pub lunches, 
looking for likeminded outgoing 
happy male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410467 d 
CATHY very much a lady seeks 
gent up to 62yrs who would 
appreciate an independent 
professional sassy female who 
loves to be wined, dined and 
romanced. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410301 d 
WOULD you like to bounce into 
spring with me and onwards? 
Widow late 60's, enjoy most things 
in life, looking for someone to enjoy 
them with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411395 d 
LADY 60, size 12, easy going, likes 
animals, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411301 
SUSAN seeking nice male, 
medium build, 35, easygoing, likes 
music, nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 406779 d 
MARIE 37yrs slim attractive caring, 
likes meals in/out, cinema, tennis, 
keeping fit/ active, WLTM fun 
loving, reliable man for friendship 
leading to more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411037 d 
SOPHIE 27yrold nursing assistant 
with no ties looking for discreet 
adult fun times with tall attractive 
guy 35-42yrs. GSOH essential. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410717d 

34YR single mum of 1 who loves 
nights out having a good time 
seeks similar sociable fun guy to 
enjoy relaxed but extremely fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410709 d 
BUSTY Caribbean lady who loves 
music, dance and singing, looking 
for nice older guy for mutual adult 
no strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410305 d 


KAREN blonde blue eyed slim 35yr 
old interesting female looking for 
good times, call me if are in a 
similar situation, board and looking 
for some fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410719 d 
JANE pretty size 12, loves going 
out socialising, countryside, meals 
out, looking for no strings fun, 
nothing heavy, give me a call if you 
are seeking similar. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410579 d 
LAURA happy size 12-14, 
attractive, loves shopping, gym, 
music, clubbing, eating in/out, 
looking for sincere honest male 
looking for more than just good fun. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410713 d 


SUE 32 blonde blue eyed curvy 
nurse, caring, loving romantic, 
faithful, likes cosy nights in with a 
nice wine and lovely man, if that's 
you, call me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410571 d 
JANE tall leggy blonde size 12, 
nice/eyes, likes yoga, swimming, 
meals in/out, etc, WLTM nice tall 
male/dad with similar interests to 
spend time with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410487 d 
WOULD you like to be my 
Valentine? Widow 68, seeking 
Valentine 68-70, likes most things, 
would like to share them with 
someone. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410695 d 
BLONDE pretty, long legged, 
voluptuous, blue eyes, seeks male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410585d 

KATIE 21 yr old very attractive 
female who is up for most things, 
looking for daytime fun, no strings 
and discreet pis. Age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410573 d 
JEWISH widow, 67, loves animals, 
seeks genuine, Jewish gent, 68-73 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410547 


Men Seeking 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


EX headmaster, tall, dark, seeks RAY 63, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
adventurous lady, status retired, seeking no strings discreet 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 meets for adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
7112 Box No: 412263 d 515 7112 Box No: 411147 d 


MALE 49, 5ft lOins, likes cinema, 
reading, walks, seeks female in the 
Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412235 
BESIDE the Pointe. Literate self- 
possessing, legginess, kindred 
spirit sought by white male for 
elevating the bar. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412223 
45YR old male, likes poetry, seeks 
companion for relationship. Herne 
Bay area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411993 d 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 58yrs 
old, fit male, seeks female for 
laughs and love and whatever. NE 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:411725d 

MALE 71,5ft lOins, medium build, 
N/S, likes gardening, dogs, seeks 
female, 65-71 for 

friendship/companionship and 
outings. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411587 

MALE 5ft 11 ins, good-looking, 
athletic build, looking for discreet 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411477 

DEREK seeking female, 50-60 for 
company, friendship and have fun 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411433 

MALE 49, attractive, fit, 
spontaneous, good company, no 
ties, seeking likeminded lady for 
the road ahead, nights in and out. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411309 d 


WORLD war veteran seeking 
happy lady with nice conversation 
in the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411133 
PAUL own business, looking for 
daytime fun with lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411127 d 
DAVE 65, retired, N/S, likes 
gardening, music, meals out, 
holidays, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410971 
DAVE 62, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired builder, seeks no strings 
discreet daytime meets for adult 
fun. Surrey. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410899d 
MALE likes outdoor life, smoker, 
seeking local female for cosy nights 
in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410755d 

BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410611 d 
DEREK 5ft 11 ins, slim-medium 
build, loving, caring, seeking black 
lady for possible relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410511 d 

EARLY 50's single male, smoker, 
seeking likeminded female for 
company and to share life. Must 
have GSOH, like animals, walks, 
home made food and nights in. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410441 d 


41 YR 

old 
male, 

dark hair, 5ft 
11 ins, easy 
going, likes music, 
guitar, seeking 
female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 

515 7112 Box No: 410411 d 
BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377 d 
PHIL 6ft, clean shaven, blue 
eyes, smart, likes sports, walks, 
films, theatre, music, animals, 
GSOH, seeks female, 40-55 for 
fun and friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410351_ 

RETIRED male, fit, active, seeks 
no strings discreet meet with 
female, any age and size. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

410343 d 

ADVENTUROUS male, mid 50 s, 
seeks similar lady for fun and 
mutually enjoyable discreet 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410339 d 
CHRIS widower likes DTY 
gardening, nights out, rock and 
roll, N/S, looking for LTR with 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410191 d 
ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 
56ft, romantic, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025d 

DIVORCED male, seeks Oriental 
lady, likes animals, music, will 
take care of you forever. Thanet 
area, willing to travel. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

409963 d 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, OHAC, seeks 
warm, sincere female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409961 d 

CANTERBURY mature male, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language 
interpreter, seeks slim-medium 
build female, 24-42 for LTR. 
Single mum welcome. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

405697 d 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, independent, 
OHAC, seeks warm, sincere, fun 
loving female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409745 d 

TALL black male, 45, likes meals 
out, good company, romantic, 
GSOH, light hearted, seeks 
easy-going female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409621 d 
RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult 
fun. Dover. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 409533 d 
MALE seeking attractive female 
for discreet fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

409189d 

MALE seeking female to love 
and be loved back. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408941 


seeks to 
find 

fanciable 
lady for 
free and fascinating 
future for LTR. Find your 
jar half full. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405857 
CHRIS 52, slim, looking for 
female, 25-38, slim, 5ft 2ins plus 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 408575 d 
DAVE 50, likes holidays, meals 
out, socialising, easy going, 
seeks female 40 plus. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 408541 



MViT«*niTw£ '' <M ■■ ■» 


ADAM 48, single dad, bored, 
seeking fun and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

408421 d 

DAVE 50, seeks female of similar 
age for meals out, holidays etc. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408415 

RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult 
fun. Medway area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408343 
RETIRED male, 66, 6ft 2ins, easy 
going, GSOH, loyal, loves pets, 
meals out, life, seeks lady for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 407317 d 

MALE 67, professional, fit, 5ft 
lOins, medium build, reliable, 
tactile, likes most things, seeks 
slim lady, let’s go! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407855 
STEVE 6ft 4ins, OHAC, seeking 
relationship, outdoor type, 
homely, wanting mutual good 
relationship with sexy woman. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407835 d 

DOG lover short of British slim 
petite lady to maybe get into 1-2- 
1 relationship and start 
something new. Smoker 
welcome, age immaterial. 
Tunbridge Wells area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 404417 


ANTHONY 

48, athletic, 
enjoys country 
walks, seeks youthful 
female for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 407355 d 

71 YR old romantic, 6ft, likes life, 
socialising, reading, strong tea, 
dogs, smoker but house trained 
seeks mature lady needing TLC. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407277 d 

TALL friendly, very light hearted, 
single 58, seeks pretty woman for 
LTR, mutual selection of activities 
and choosing how to spend our 
time. Croydon. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407147 d 
BLACK male, looking for 1-2-1 
relationship with laid back, 
understanding female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 406221 
YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 
11 ins, 11st, likes drives, walks, DIY, 
meals out, gardening, smoker, 
looking for lady to spend life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405519d 

DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black hair, 
blue eyes, medium build, likes 
sports, gardening, music, seeks 
female with GSOH and genuine. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388372 

RETIRED male 68, 5ft 8ins, 
considerate, GSOH, easygoing, 
likes driving, shopping, most 
music, seeking lady 60-70 for 
friendship. Ashford. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404589 
TALL slim male, early 40's, seeks 
loving female, 29-39 to share the 
nice things in life. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407065 d 
PROFESSIONAL 45yr old male, 
one son, bored of the same thing, 
seeks lady for possible romance. 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:386234 


FoBow us 


T. 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages 
for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No 
meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you 
provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 12/10/14 
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Halloween 
at Hornby 


27th, 28th,29th, 30th and 31st October 2014 

5 Day Event ^ Full of Activities! 

- Airfix Make ‘n’ Paint - Airfix Quick build challenge 

Make a Hornby Spider! - Competitions 

- Fancy Dress on the 31st 



Come along and join in the fun! 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


HORNBY 

HOBBIES 

(VISITOR] 
CEKTREj 


0 


Ticket Prices 

FREE entry to 

Halloween 
at Hornby 


included in the cost of 
Visitor Centre admission 


Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-E2.50 


Family-£12.50 


(2 Adults and up 
to 4 children) 


Visitor Centre 
open 7 days a week 
10am - 4pm 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


f c»S f 




CORGI * HL 


Make ‘n’ Paint suitable for children aged 8+. Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult. 



PERFORMING ALL 
THE HITS! 

DON'T MARRY HER 
OLD RED EYES 
ROTTERDAM 
PERFECT 10 


THE SOUTH 


THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH 
LEGACY CONTINUES 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 

THURSDAY 30 OCTOBER 7.30PM 
BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK 
TICKET OFFICE 01322 220000 







in 


Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


FREE!!! 

3 MONTHS GOLF MEMBERSHIP 

15 Months for 
the price of 12 

(Join in October 2014 and pay no further fees until January 2016) 

5 or 7 Day Categories only 

NO JOINING FEES!! 

This offer applies only to those who pay in full 
at time of joining 


EASY ACCESS FROM M2/A2 or M20 


For further information please contact Text BROOME to 67000 
Del or Claire on 01227 830728 for the chance to win a 
www.broomepark.co.uk tee time in October 
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Book now... for Christm 



Toast a successful year amid the beams 
and splendour of 14th century Red Lion 


WHEN you conjure up an image of a 
classic cosy restaurant to be the 
perfect location for a memorable 
festive event, then the Red Lion 
surely ticks all the boxes. 

Situated four miles outside 
Faversham in the small village of 
Hernhill, the Red Lion is a 14th 
century inn, with a rustically 
wonderful interior of flagstones and 
beams. 

To the side is a large garden with a 
children’s play area and a car park. 

In the colder months you can sit in 
front of our log fire. 

Upstairs is the new beautiful 
beamed Champagne Bar and 
function room available for functions 
and meetings. 

And for just £28.95 a head, you 
can book your Christmas party now. 

You can choose from the set menu 
from a range of starters, mains and 
desserts including honey roasted 
parsnip and rosemary soup starters, 
bronze turkey from Canterbury 
served with potatoes roasted in 
dripping and all the trimmings and 
delicious desserts including Christ¬ 


mas pudding served with a brandy 
sauce and individual Baileys and 
chocolate truffles and much much 
more. 

What’s more, if you book a party of 
10 the organiser’s meal is free. 

All we ask, if you’ve booking 10 of 
more, is for a small £10 per head 
non-returnable deposit shortly after 
making the reservation. There’s also 
a discretionary 10 per cent service 
charge included in the total cost for 
group bookings. 

There is a selection of cask ales and 
keg beers and cider to suit all, plus 
good wines and soft drinks. 

Food is served every lunchtime 
and evening - except Christmas Day. 

The food is home cooked, tasty and 
plentiful, and you can choose from 
the main menu or from the specials. 

Lunchtime snacks are available, 
for those wanting a smaller meal, 
everyday except on Sunday when 
roasts of pork, beef and lamb, are on 
the menu. 

The Red Lion is in Crockham Lane, 
Hernhill, ME13 9JR, phone 01227 
751207, or web www.theredlion.org. 





Cnddog^H 
Ctirtitma* Pan 


Kl'h 

Circa 1364 

Crockham Lane, Hernhill, Kent\ ME13 9JR 


01227 751207 


at the Red Lion Hernhill 
only per head 


Choose from a delicious selection 
of Starters, Mains and Desserts. 

Book a party of 10 and the 
organiser’s meal is PB331 

£10pp non-refundable deposit and 
10% discretionary service charge 
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Book now... for Christm 


Carve up the perfect festive 'do' 
at the Tudor Rose restaurant 


Thorley Taverns are the best 
place to get the party going! 


THE Tudor Rose is a family run 
restaurant, carvery and bar in 
Sittingbourne - an the perfect 
location for you special festive event. 

It serves food daily, and on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday it serves food 
all day. 

It has a large function room that 
can be used for all occasions and can 
cater to suit all your individual 
catering needs. 

From a hot and cold finger food 
buffet to a sit down meal or knife and 
fork buffet including dressed 
salmons, fresh home-made salads 
and carved cold meats and mixed 
cheeses. 

The carvery is open Friday 
evening, Saturday evening and 
Sunday from noon-5.30pm. It offers 
two courses for £12.95 or three 
courses for £16.95. It serves up 
honey glazed gammon, roast pork, 
roast turkey or roast beef. Diners can 
try up to all four meats and help 
themselves to fresh vegetables and 
all the trimmings. 

The a la carte menu aims to 
provide something for everybody, 
with a specials range which includes 
a host of treats. 

Book your Christmas party at the 
carvery - call 01795 842575. 



CHRISTMAS is a great excuse for a party with 
your friends and family - and Thorley Taverns 
are the best places to celebrate. 

They have the perfect venue for your festive 
feast at their great inns and hotels in 
Broadstairs and Ramsgate. 

In Broadstairs, the Captain Digby family pub 
and restaurant overlooks romantic Kingsgate 
Bay. 

It dates back to the 1760s and is named after 
a nephew of Lord Holland. 

The Pavilion in Harbour Street has an 
enviable situation on picturesque Viking Bay 
and has hosted many fantastic parties. 

Just round the corner is The Tartar Frigate, 
renowned for its seafood, with a roaring fire in 
the bar to welcome you in from winter’s blast. 

A few minutes away in Victoria Parade is 
The Charles Dickens, named after Broadstairs’s 
most famous resident and which was 
completely refurbished last year. 

Its Copperfields restaurant upstairs has 
commanding views of the bay. 

In Ramsgate you are also spoilt for choice... 
between the Pegwell Bay Hotel and The Oak 
Hotel & Restaurant 66. 

The Pegwell Bay Hotel, near Ramsgate and 
overlooking Pegwell Bay, won the Pride of 
Thanet award in 2011. 

It has everything you need for a perfect 
Christmas party, including dinner and dancing 
and the option of an overnight stay. 

The Oak Hotel & Restaurant 66 is in the 



heart of Ramsgate and overlooks the Royal 
Harbour. 

Again, you can stay overnight and have a 
dance if your party has a minimum of 30 
people. 

As you would expect from Thorley Taverns, 
all food is top-notch and incredible value for 
money, with prices starting from as little as 
£19.95 a head for a three-course meal 
including starter, traditional roast, fish or 
vegetarian option and pudding. 

For more details, contact each venue. Book 
now to avoid disappointment! 

■ Thorley Taverns: www.thorleytaverns. 
co.uk 



THE TUDOR ROSE 


The Tudor Rose is a family run restaurant, carvery and bar. 


We have a large function room that can be used for all occasions 
where we can cater to suit your indivdual needs, from a hot and 
cold finger food buffet to a sit down meal or knife and fork buffet 
including dressed salmons, fresh homade salads and carved 
cold meats and mixed cheeses. 


/ Open X 
^Friday evening, > 
Saturday evening 
and Sunday 
\ l2-5.30pm J 


PLEASE BOOK NOW 


all being held in our carvery restaurant. 
Call 01795 842575 for all bookings and queries 


CARVERY 


Here we serve honey glazed gammon, roast pork, 
roast turkey or roast beef. You can try up to all four 
meats and help yourself to fresh vegetables and all the 
trimmings at^ enjoy one of many starters or desserts. 

- The a la carte menu aims to provide something for 
everybody, at lunch we offer our full menu plu^ 
lighter lunches including ploughmans and 
sanwiches and in the evening our fullmenus plus 
specials ranges from traditional fish and chips to 
crispy belly of pork on ham and leek mash with a cider 

and mustard jus. 


Chestnut Street, Borden, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8BT 


eft* 

iM $ j 

BOOK YOUR 

^H^arty 

at ymvt chosen 

THORLEY TAVERNS 


j 

lenut 
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Book now... for Christm 


G fe h w 

and have fun at Hungry Horse 


Oakwood Hogse is the first-class 
venue for every purpose of visit 



CELEBRATE your Christmas 
with the Hungry Horse 
Wheatsheaf, in Swaleciffe, 
near Whitstable. 

WE have a huge choice at 
great value, so whether you’re 
booking a works do, family 
party, Christmas Day dinner 
or intimate festive dinner for 
two, Hungry Horse is the 
place to be. 

Everyone who attends a 
party or Christmas Day sitting 
with Hungry Horse gets £5 off 
in January and a further £5 
off in February. 

And with party prices 
starting from just £4.99 per 
person, you’re guaranteed a 
good time. 

Choose from our festive 
buffet or order from the party 
menu, with starters such as 
chicken liver pate, and baked 
stuffed mushrooms, festive 
mains including traditional 
British turkey with all the 
trimmings, slow cooked beef 
and our new four-bird roast. 

Finish off with a great range 
of desserts. Kids eat for £4.99. 

Our Christmas Day menu is 
just £35.99 per person, there 


are some delicious starters to 
choose from, as well as British 
turkey and honey roast ham, 
sirloin steak and oven roasted 
cod loin. Enjoy traditional 
Christmas pudding, Black 
Forest gateau and warm 
lemon drizzle cake for afters. 
Kids eat for just £9.99 (under 


10s) on Christmas Day. 

Plus, as our Christmas 
present to you, every party 
booking pain in full during 
October will receive a £5 gift 
card Don’t miss out, call us 
now on 01227 792310 or visit 
us at 74 Herne Bay Road CT5 
2LU. 


A FIRST-CLASS venue for conferences, 
weddings, functions, events and 
accommodation, Oakwood House offers a 
dramatic fusion of modern and traditional for 
every purpose of visit. 

Oakwood House provides excellent facilities, 
is set in beautiful grounds and is a convenient 
place to stay in Maidstone while on business or 
pleasure. 

With coffees or lunch served in the garden, 
dinner and evening drinks at the bar and a 
welcoming yet stylish bedroom in which to 
retreat, you’ve got a short break or overnight 
stay to relish. 

There is a range of various events held at 
Oakwood House throughout the year. See what 
they have to offer by bringing along friends, 
family or colleagues to one of the exciting dates 
below. 

Wedding Fay re: Sunday, October 12, 
llam-3pm 

Meet the dedicated wedding coordinators and 
also local suppliers offering inspirational ideas. 
Amazing venue discounts available on the day. 
Children’s Halloween Party: Friday, October 
31, midday to 3pm 

Bring the kids along for an afternoon of fun, 
with Funky Footsteps entertaining all the 
children with dancing and party games. £10 
per child aged three to 14. 

Howling Halloween Party: Saturday, 

November 1, 7.30pm-0.30am 
This is one for the adults! Enter the old 





Victorian house this Halloween for a great 
evening of spooky fun. A two-course hot buffet, 
Halloween performance and disco for just 
£23.95 per person. 

Christmas at Oakwood House 
With a range of events throughout December, 
Oakwood House has everything to make the 
festive season special. 

■ Visit www.oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 
today or phone 01622 620720 for more 
information on the events being held at 
Oakwood House 


THE 12 DAYS OF . 
CHRISTMAS w™ 


Herne Bay Road, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 2LU I T: 01227 792310 
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Lou's Party! 1 


BIG 


TSC 


80 s power trip 
fancy drat* 


XMAS RAFFLE 



BOOK NOW FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS PA] 

Book in October for Christmas parties & get your free gift 


www, hu ngry horse. to, uk/chr istmas-enquiry 

n seuii m o fan 

aei- more offers __-_ 


NFW 1ft M’S FVE 

Party 

Uv* music mad W with Knt Pace 


27tll DCtEMItlt 

Party Night 



Oakwood House provides excellent facilities, is set in beautiful grounds and is a convenient place to stay in Maidstone 
while on business or pleasure. With coffees or lunch served in the garden, dinner and evening drinks at the bar and a 
welcoming yet stylish bedroom in which to retreat, you’ve got a short break or overnight stay to relish. 

There are a range of various events held at Oakwood House throughout the year. See what they have to offer by bringing 
along friends, family or colleagues to one of the exciting dates below. 

Wedding Fayre - Sunday 12 October - 11.00am - 3.00pm 

Meet the dedicated wedding coordinators and also local suppliers offering inspirational ideas. Amazing venue discounts 
available on the day 

Children’s Halloween Party - Friday 31 October - 12.00pm - 3.00pm 

Bring the kids along for an afternoon of fun with ‘Funky Footsteps’ entertaining all the children with dancing and party 
games. £10.00 per child aged 3-14. 

Howling Halloween Party - Saturday 1 November - 7.30pm - 00.30am 

This is one for the adults! Enter the old Victorian house this Halloween for a great evening of spooky fun. A 2-course 
hot buffet, Halloween performance and disco for just £23.95 per person. 

Christmas at Oakwood House 

With a range of events throughout December Oakwood House has everything to make the festive season special. 

Visit the website today www.oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk or call on 01622 620720 
for more information on the events being held at Oakwood House. 


Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone Kent ME 16 8AE 
t: 01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w: www.oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 
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Book now... for Christm 


The Monster Christmas Ball just 
keeps getting bigger and better 


Just party on down at Mercure 
Maidstone and then stay a night 


THE Monster Christmas Ball, now in 
its fifth year, is taking bookings for 
the 2014 Christmas party season. 

One all-inclusive ticket price 
includes arrival drinks, Christmas 
dinner, wine with your meal and a 
full evening’s entertainment 
including live music, DJ and the 
Monster Christmas Ball Casino. 

All is set within a purpose-built 
Christmas venue that is available for 
large group bookings and shared 
party nights. 

Shared group and exclusive large 
group bookings are available, 
making the Monster Christmas Ball 
the ideal destination for your 
Christmas party this season. 

Check the website for full event 
information or to view our Christ¬ 
mas menu and check details of 
exclusive travel deals to and from the 
venue that we have negotiated with 
our travel partner. 

The event is held at The Faversham 
Showground, which is conveniently 
located just off the A2/M2/A299 
junction, with free parking on site. 

■ The event runs from Decem¬ 
ber 12-20; up-to-date availability 
can be checked online at www. 
kentchristmasparty.com or by 
phoning 01227 701042 



IT’S difficult to think of 
anywhere better to hold 
your Christmas party 
than at Mercure 
Maidstone, Great Danes 
Hotel. 

Whether you’re 
looking for a festive- 
themed getaway, 
delicious dining with all 
the trimmings or 
celebrating in style with 
your friends and family, 
we’ve got everything for 
the perfect Christmas 
under one roof! 

Sure you can party, 
but why not arrange to 
stay the night? 

With comfortable, 
welcoming rooms, you’ll 
only have a short walk 
after your celebrations 
and a tasty breakfast the 
following morning! 

■ For further informa¬ 
tion and to book, 
simply phone the 
Christmas co-ordina¬ 
tor on 0844 8159045, 
or you can visit www. 
mercuremaidstone. 
co.uk/christmas 




Jam the BIG PARTY 
ATMOSPHERE m a purpose 

hut!I venue /or your office party 
at The Shou' (. iraurfd 
k Farming World, off the 
I A2/M2 near Fdversham 

f 4 course traditional M 
Christmas dinner, hue H 
eniertmnmerit, dti&o H 
G+s a nd casino v 

iff dialed f 


ID IMPRESS 


PARTY IN STYLE AT THE 


To book call: 01227 701042 
www.kentchristmasparty.com 
info@kentchristmasparty.com 




MercureMaidstone 
Great Danes Hotel 
Hollingbourne 
Nr Maidstone 
Kent ME17 IRE 


EVERYTHING FOR THE 

PERFECT CHRISTMAS 

UNDER ONE ROOF 

Price from £24.95 


Mercure 

KM-lll 


MERCURE MAIDSTONE GREAT DANES HOTEL 
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your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Writers’ opinions 
give me road rage 

REGULARLY on these pages, I read 
letters from people who seem to 
believe the rights of the motorist 
should trump all others. 

They believe speed limits are 
minimum guidelines, speed cameras 
the eyes of the devil, and any 
pedestrian who gets under the 
wheels of a car got there through 
their own inability to judge road 
conditions properly. 

Yet, I suspect, they are the same 
people who like to drive their BMW 
or Audi about an inch away from the 
back of everyone’s car when they 
believe they have some God-given 
right to race along at a crazy speed, 
or, indeed, to gesticulate wildly at 
something they don’t quite agree 
with when it comes to driving styles. 

So I simply wanted to say this: you 
may believe that by shouting loudly 
you trick us all into thinking you are 
‘in the right’ or have more say over 
anybody else, but the reality is the 
quiet majority think your constant 
bleating is... well, a little tragic. 

So perhaps keep your opinions to 
yourself next time. 

Gerry Cross, Sittingbourne 

Gloag puts profit 
ahead of our loss 

WHAT a result for Ann Gloag 
Manston has become. Buy it for £1 
and less than a year later sell it for an 
estimated £24 million. 

Say what you like about her, 
that reputation for having a strong 
business brain is clearly not dimming 
due to age. 

If only she could have turned that 
skill on making it a viable airport, 
she would have made her name. And 
this time for all the right reasons. 

Tom Knight, Ramsgate 

Manston rail line 
route to salvation? 

IT was with great sadness that I 
read in a recent edition of KoS the 
proposed industrial park on the 
Manston site. 

I feel a big opportunity was missed 
on Grant Shapps recent visit to press 
the case for the Parkway station as 
part of the case for Manston. 

If Kent County Council had been 
further ahead with their plans, even 
before Mrs Gloag bought the airport, 
where would we be now? 

I have not seen any mention of the 
station since the leadership of Thanet 
council changed. 

Living in Gravesend, if we are flying 


Politicians paralysed 
by Tony Blair’s legacy 


WHILE I don’t doubt the current 
decision to attack Islamic State 
targets is as a consequence of years 
of turning a blind eye and hoping 
it will all go away (‘Iraqi troubles 
were there for all to see’ - KoS, 
Letters, last week), it is surely 
better we are doing something 
now rather than nothing at all? 

This country has become 
paralysed in case any prime 
minister repeats the perceived 
error of Tony Blair and makes a 
decision over a war which forever 
obscures all the good they did 
while in office. 

We cannot be like that forever. 
We cannot allow our politicians’ 


abroad we prefer to fly from Gat wick 
instead of Heathrow, due to access, 
including the Gatwick Express rail 
service. 

I have always been pro Manston 
subject to rail access being there. 

I believe the proposed Parkway 
station would have been close to 
Manston - closer than Lydd to 
Ashford for example. 

The freight option seemed to be a 
good alternative, which when it 
proved itself, could have expanded to 
include passengers. 

Look at what Stobarts have done 
with London Southend Airport since 
they have taken over. I appreciate 
Southend was further ahead than 
Manston in providing flight options 
and I presume the airport is reason¬ 
ably close to the railway. 

We were excited when Mrs Gloag 
took over knowing she was a 
successful business woman, so we 
didn’t look too closely at how she 
built up her Stagecoach business 


desire for a future on the after- 
dinner circuit and a controversy- 
free legacy, prevent us from ever 
assisting those in trouble 
elsewhere in the world. 

Recently there was such a 
debate over what makes Great 
Britain so great - in the light of 
the devolution debate in Scotland 
- yet increasingly we seem to be a 
nation which is scared to make a 
move, led by politicians terrified 
at what taking us to war could do 
for their chances in the next 
election. 

That isn’t leadership and it’s not 
what makes us great. 

L Taylor, Tonbridge 


otherwise we may have guessed at 
her long-term plan for profit ahead 
of improving local transport links for 
east Kent, which everyone would 
agree is a relatively deprived part of 
Kent. 

Gerald Carr, Gravesend 

Not last we’ve seen 
of our Bake Off star 

I WAS so sorry to see Chetna Makan, 
from Broadstairs, fail to make the 
final of BBC’s Great British Bake Off, 
as I so desperately wanted her to win. 

She was the most unflappable of 
all the bakers. She never panicked 
when the pressure was on because 
she always seemed so well organised 
whenever completing any of the 
challenges set by the judges. 

Like the other bakers in the series, 
she has a great future and is certain 
to go far with her considerable talent 
and ability. 


Her children must be very proud of 
her indeed. 

Rosie Johnston, Ightham 

Get back to where 
you don’t belong 

AH, dear old Phil Granger from West 
Mailing (KoS, Letters, last week). 

If ever we need a healthy dollop of 
Ukip-inspired sabre-rattling about 
immigration we can always rely on 
him to remind us of why we should 
all be rounding them up and 
dumping them back in France, 
regardless of whether they are here 
to fill the jobs left vacant by lazy 
British workers or seeking asylum. 

Well, just remember Phil, if you 
ever decide to emigrate to Australia 
or the Costa del Sol, you’ll be just like 
them. 

However, I’m not too sure if you 
could see the difference. 

Kevin Butcher, Maidstone 

Call to help those 
who gave for us 

ON Sunday, November 9, throughout 
the country, there will be Remem¬ 
brance Sunday wreath-laying 
ceremonies at which those gathered 
together will say “we will remember 
them”. 

The Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal leads up to that in asking 
that we all support the members of 
our Armed Forces who are injured 
and traumatised in many conflicts 
throughout the world, in the service 
of their country. 

The welfare services this year 
have seen more than £1.7million a 
week spent on a variety of services, 
from helping a young widow 
through an inquest to ensuring 
that an older veteran can stay 
independent in their own home. 

In this, the centenary year of the 
outbreak of the First World War, 
we are ever mindful of the sacrifices 
made by our Armed Forces and the 
demands on these services are as 
important now as they were then. 

Through the pages of Kent on 
Sunday, may I ask your readers to 
be as supportive and generous as 
they have been in the past and that 
any (aged 16 or over) who may be 
able to spare an hour or two 
collecting for the appeal visit the 
website at volunteersupportbritishle- 
gion.org.uk. 

Your support will, as always, be 
gratefully received. 

Please help to make the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal the 
action that embodies the words “we 
will remember them”. 

Julian Stanyer, 
Mayor of Tunbridge Wells 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline 'Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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images of kent 



Grove Ferry, near 
Canterbury 

by Thomas Webzell 


of Minster 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 



TECHNOLOGY 

SCHOOL 



“The school is a close-knit, orderly and harmonious 
community. Students feel safe, cared for and valued 
as individuals. ” 

Ofsted 2012 


0 Exciting and enhanced learning opportunities 
0 A creative and innovative culture 
0 Motivated and successful students 
0 Excellent examination results 
0 An emotionally intelligent school environment 
0 Strong links with our local community 
0 Active international partnerships, building true global citizens 
0 Environmentally aware, recognised by the Green Flag Award 
0 Specialist Technology College 
0 Recognised for excellence in Sport and the Arts 

Visit our state-of-the-art facilities and meet our highly-qualified and 
dedicated team at one of the following times: 

Thursday 16 October — 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm 
Friday 17 October — 10.00 am to 12 noon 

Headteacher presentations are at 10.50 am, 6.00 pm and 7.00 pm 


Leamina is at the heart of What We ip 


Deal Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0FA 
Tel: 01304 610000 
Web: www.sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk 
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SWINGING SIXTIES CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Pontins 
Pakefield 
Suffolk Coast 


FREE 

DRINKS 


OVER 

40s 

ONLY 


QUOTE: 

US11-KOS 


3 nights half board-plus • Friday 14 November, 2014 


We have booked the entire Pontins 
Pakefield resort for this over 40s 
party break. Come with us to the 
seaside, near Lowestoft, and find 
out why guests return again and 
again to our exclusive, themed 
breaks. Celebrate the arrival of the 
festive season with original stars 
from the 60s. 


INCLUDED: 3 free drinks every night - house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & mixers 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet with electric, bed 
linen, towels, TV, tea & coffee making 
facilities - upgrade available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


SUPER 70s CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Pontins 
Pakefield 
Suffolk Coast 

FREE 

DRINKS 

! OVER 
40s 
ONLY 

QUOTE: 1 
MS11-K0S 1 


3 nights half board-plus • Friday 21 November, 2015 


Our Super 70s Christmas Party takes us 
back in time with some great some 
from the disco era. We've reserved the 
whole of Pontins Pakefield resort for 
this party which features an Abba Party 
and 70s cult hero Alvin Stardust live in 
concert. Enjoy the party spirit with Free 
Drinks and lots of nostalgic fun. 


INCLUDED: 3 Free Drinks per person per 
night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet with electric, 
bed linen, towels, TV, tea & coffee 
making facilities - upgrade available 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 
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Abba Tribute 


SWINGING SIXTIES CHRISTMAS PARTY MAMMA MIA & SUPER 70s CARRY ON NEW YEAR PARTY & PANTO 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Warner 

Norton Grange 
Isle of Wight 


FREE 

DRINKS 


OVER 

40s 

ONLY 


QUOTE: 

SS11-KOS 


3 nights half board-plus 

Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, 
Free Car Ferry and a super location 
make Warner's Norton Grange 
resort, Yarmouth on the Isle of 
Wight, our most popular private 
Christmas Party venue ever. 


• Friday 28 November, 2014 

INCLUDED: Free Bar from 6 pm to midnight 
every night for house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• Entertainment 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite CHALET - upgrades 
available 

• Car ferry crossing worth £45 


Warner 
Bembridge 
Isle of Wight 


FREE 

DRINKS 


OVER 

40s 

ONLY 


QUOTE: 

BE1-KOS 


3 nights half board-plus • Friday 9 January, 2015 


Our private party extends 
the New Year festivities 
and takes us on a trip down 
memory lane at our 
favourite Warner hotel. 
Enjoy a gala New Year's Eve 
party with countdown to 
midnight and great 
entertainment. 


INCLUDED: Free Bar from 6 pm to midnight every night for 
house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks 
& mixers 

• Entertainment + Panto 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite CHALET - hotel upgrades available with 
rooms in main building from £259pp 

• Car ferry crossing worth £45 

• Add Come Dancing package with dance tuition, social 
dancing and a Gala New Year's Eve Ball for just £50pp extra 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
Email: 

info@gnholidays.com 

Web: 

www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 
Closed Bank Holiday weekends 


SWINGING SIXTIES SEASIDE PARTY 


Warner 
Corton 
Suffolk Coast 


FREE 

DRINKS 


OVER 

40s 

ONLY 


QUOTE: 

CW2-K0S 


3 nights half board-plus • Friday 6 February, 2015 


Join us for a private party that takes 
a trip down memory lane at Warner 
Corton, on the Suffolk Coast near 
Lowestoft. Enjoy live entertainment 
from The Fortunes, Union Gap and a 
Tribute to Frankie Valli, plus Free 
Drinks every night and lots of 
nostalgic fun. 


INCLUDED: Free Bar from 6 pm to midnight 
every night for house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• Entertainment 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite CHALET - upgrades 
available from £234pp 


SPRING BACK TO THE SIXTIES PARTY 

Pontins 
Pakefield 
Suffolk Coast 

FREE 

DRINKS 

OVER 1 
40s 
ONLY 

QUOTE: | 
US3-K0S 1 


3 nights half board-plus • Friday 13 March, 2015 


Join us for a private party that evokes the 
heady days of the 60s at Pontins 
Pakefield, on the Suffolk Coast near 
Lowestoft. Enjoy live entertainment from 
The Tremeloes and the Swinging Blue 
Jeans as well as tributes to The Beatles 
and Buddy Holly, plus Free Drinks every 
night and lots of nostalgic fun. 


INCLUDED: 3 Free Drinks per person 
per night - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers 

• Entertainment 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite CHALET - upgrade 
available 
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Peugeot 508 SW 
Allure Blue HDi 

Price: £26,695 

Engine: 2.0-litre unit producing 
150 bhp and 2731b/ft of torque 
Transmission: Six-speed 
manual driving the front wheels 
Performance: Top speed 
130mph, 0-62mphin 10.1 secs 
Economy: 67.3mpg combined 
Emissions: 1 lOg/km of C02 


» For more motoring 
pick-up a copy of... 

Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Poweredby ff^QTORS 


Facelift adds alamo 


T HERE was very little 
wrong with the 508 to 
start with, but such are 
the demands of competi¬ 
tion Peugeot has fettled 
it inside and out in order to help 
keep pace with its key rivals. 

On the outside there are several 
changes front and rear although the 
bulk of the car remains as before, 
while on the inside the outdated 
central display has been replaced 
with the touchscreen system already 
seen on other Peugeots. 

There’s some new options 
available too such as a reversing 
camera and blind spot detection, 
while keyless entry and start is 
standard on all but the entry level 
Allure model. The revised 508 also 
benefits from the latest 2.0-litre 
Blue HDi diesel unit which 
promises exceptional economy and 
emissions. 

The first thing you’ll notice is the 
508’s new nose. It’s much more 
prominent and bolder than before, 
giving it a chiselled look that 


boosts its presence. 

For what is a modestly-priced 
large family car the 508 certainly 
turned heads. The bonnet is also 
subtly tweaked and all versions get 
new headlights, with the higher- 
spec models gaining all-LED 
versions that add to the looks. 

Although the new 508 is a 
fraction longer, interior space 
remains the same, but this is no 
bad thing. This is a family car 
through and through, and 
however lanky your teenagers are 
they won’t be able to complain at 
the space in the back. Even if you 
specify the appealing full-length 
glass roof, headroom is still very 
good, while the boot on this SW 
version is vast; and there’s an 
electric tailgate too. 

Although much of the 508’s 


Wl 


LOOKING GOOD : Peugeot’s 508 has undergone a remake, inside and out, producing an all-round better car packed with the latest technology 


Peugeot’s mid-size 508 has been updated for 2014 with a 
sharp new look, cleaner engines and improved technology 


cabin remains as before, the key 
change is the switch to the latest 
touchscreen system to look after 
the climate control, telephone and 
audio inputs. With key button 
shortcuts also on the fascia it’s easy 
to navigate around. 

The driving position is good too, 
with the steering wheel also 
carrying controls for easy operation. 

Although there’s a wealth of 
engine options, the 2.0-litre Blue 
HDi option is comfortably the ideal 
choice. Performance is sufficiently 
brisk for a car this size and the 
six-speed manual option needs 
little effort, but it’s the economy 
and emissions that really impress; 
with almost 70mpg on offer the 
508 has the potential to cover over 
500 miles on a single tank of fuel. 

The standard specification even 


on the entry-level Active model is 
impressive; satellite navigation, 
dual-zone climate control and 
18-inch alloy wheels are all 
thrown in for the £23,245 staring 
price on the SW model. This Allure 
model adds front parking sensors, 
that full-length glass roof and 
keyless entry as well as a reversing 
camera and gives you the option of 
the Blue HDi diesel unit. 

If you have family then the 508 
is going to be right up your street, 
particularly in SW form. There’s 
stacks of space for passengers and 
luggage and the panoramic roof 
makes the cabin a much more 
pleasant space to be sat in. 

The bonus is that it should be 
relatively cheap to run and 
comfortable enough to cope with 
long journeys easily. 
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Mercedes-Benz MERCEDES-BENZ commercial vehicle dealer 

FAMILY RUN COMPANY SINCE 1975 


NEW 64 Plate Vito^ 

■ 0% Finance 
■SAVE up to £5,718 

■ 3 FREE Services 

116CDI Sport Van 

Colour Choices: 

White, Metallic Silver or Flint Grey 
Air Conditioning, Comfort Driver’s Seat, 
Alloy Wheels, Electric Mirrors, Ply Lining, 
Includes RFL 
Was £25,600 


Saving £5,536 

113CDI Extra Long Van 

Metallic Silver 

Solid Tailgate, Ply lining, 

Includes RFL 
Was £22,000 


Saving £2,505 

Mercedes-Benz Vitol 13CDI Long Van 

White Paint 

Air Conditioning, Comfort Drivers Seat, 
Wheel Trims, Ply lining, 

Includes RFL 
Was £24,000 


Saving £5,100 

116CDI Compact Van 

Metallic Silver 

Automatic Gearbox, Air Conditioning, 
Comfort Drivers Seat, 

Wheel Trims, Ply lining, 

Includes RFL 
Was £25,318 


Saving £5,718 

Call 01795 432 960 

Sittingboume | Dartford | Ashford | Tonbridge 


Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY*. 0% APR Representative. Minimum 20% deposit of VAT excluding price (plus VAT on the total transaction price). 
Available on all Vito models. Maximum terms of 36 months only. VAT is charged at the prevailing rate. Credit provided subject to status. Offer is 
subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 01/07/2014 and 30/11 /2014. Offer subject to availability. Finance provided 
by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, MK15 8BA. While stock lasts. Vehicles to be registered by 30/11/2014. 
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Mercedes-Benz Vito 



Mercedes-Benz Vito 



Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 




Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingboume Tonbridge 
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BACK AND FORTH : This entry-level GS300h is extremely well-priced for the amount of car you get, with a host of gadgets plus an exceptional hybrid engine 

Lexus' smooth operator 



Lexus has unveiled its new secret weapon in the executive 
saloon market ‘sweet spot’. With full hybrid technology the 
GS300h offers big tax advantages over diesel rivals which is 
sure to prove popular with buyers, writes Matt Kimberley 


W HATEVER your past 
or present opinion of 
the brand, this is a 
very shrewd move 
from Lexus. 

Toyota Motor Corporation has 
been selling hybrid cars for 16 years, 
now, and while the Toyota brand has 
mopped up the volume hybrid vehicle 
sales, the upmarket Lexus cars have 
saved the hybrid running gear for 
flagship models. 

Rightly so, if you ask me. 

The system is so well developed at 
this point that commuting in a Lexus 
Hybrid is a seamless, quiet, smooth 
and relaxing experience that the 
brand could be forgiven for reserving 
for its best cars. 

But this is the shrewd bit. There’s 
an entry-level Lexus GS hybrid 
variant called the GS300h, and 
what’s more it comes in its latest, 
more affordable, SE trim package. 

But before you dismiss it as a 


low-rent option, for an extremely 
reasonable £31,495 - remember, it’s 
a Lexus hybrid - you get 220bhp, 10 
airbags, 10-way adjustable electric 
front seats, electric steering wheel 
adjustment, DAB radio, a 12-speaker 
surround sound audio system, front 
and rear parking sensors, cruise 
control and xenon headlights. 

Wowzers. And that’s before you 
start thinking about the intrinsic 
benefits of the hybrid system, like 
109g/km emissions on this model, 
which gives potentially huge benefit 
in kind tax relief compared to diesel 
rivals. 

In its media release that came with 
the car, Lexus quotes the new GS as 
being as much as £7,302 cheaper in 
benefit in kind tax over three years, 
when compared to the BMW Active 
Hybrid 5. The proven reliability of 
the Lexus hybrid system also counts 
in its long-term favour. 

The system used here is a familiar 


one, much the same as the one in the 
IS300h, albeit with a relocated 
battery and slightly altered gearing 
for the heavier GS. It can power the 
car for short distances on electric 
power alone, and if used correctly in 
town it can record over 50mpg. It 
takes finesse, but it’s not actually 
that difficult. 

A 2.5-litre four-cylinder engine 
doesn’t quite cut in and out with the 
silky interchange of the six-cylinder 
hybrid models, but it’s still exception¬ 
ally refined even among similar 
hybrid cars, and it’s light years ahead 
of the comparatively clattery diesels 
out there. Lexus has been doing this 
long enough to know how to get it 
right. 

All the other important Lexus stuff 
is there, too, like large, comfortable 
seats with good back support and 
supple suspension that, on the SE 
version, won’t win any handling 
awards but will keep you more 


Lexus GS300h SE 

Price: £31,496 

Engine: 

2.5-litre petrol-electric hybrid 
system producing 220bhp 
Transmission: 

CVT continually variable 
transmission driving the rear 
wheels 

Performance: 

Top speed 119mph, 0-62mph 
in 9.2 seconds 

Economy: 60. lmpg (SE only) 
Emissions: 109g/km (SE only) 


comfortable than just about 
anything else in the sector. 

Build quality is everything it 
should be, and with customers 
consistently rating Lexus as one of, if 
not the best manufacturer out there 
for customer service and ownership 
satisfaction, this new package has a 
stupendous amount going for it. 

Negatives? Well, the CVT gearbox 
is fantastic for efficiency and 
emissions but not so much for 
outright driving pleasure. Putting 
your foot down brings an annoying 
and constant background drone 
until you release some accelerator 
pressure and the revs drop. It’s not a 
big deal unless your right foot is 
somewhat heavier than it could be. 

In short, the GS300h, especially in 
SE trim, is an extremely canny buy. 
The batteries are designed to last the 
life of the car, it’s extremely comfort¬ 
able and the standard technology is 
outstanding. 

Its emissions and tax banding are 
the icing on the cake. As a car it’s 
excellent, but as a financial proposi¬ 
tion it’s even better. 


Motoring news 



Long-distance VW 

VOLKSWAGEN has expanded its 
efforts in the field of plug-in hybrid 
cars, revealing an electrified Passat 
in both saloon and estate guises. 

Its official average fuel consump¬ 
tion is 14lmpg, although this will 
vary according to use. A short-dis¬ 
tance driver may almost never use 
the petrol engine and could achieve 
hundreds of miles per gallon. 

Without refuelling or stopping to 
charge the batteries, the Passat GTE 
can rack up a range of 620 miles 
from its 50-litre petrol tank. 



New-look for 2015 

HONDA has used the Paris Motor 
Show to unveil two new models 
appealing to quite different seg¬ 
ments of its loyal customer base. 

At one end it revealed the Honda 
Jazz prototype, a preview of the 
production Jazz that will reach the 
UK in 2015. It also showed a concept 
version of the Civic Type-R, also due 
to go on sale in 2015. 

Combined with a facelifted Civic 
and a revised CR-V model, the 
Japanese firm will have a host of new 
products in the coming 12 months. 



What's in a name? 

BLUE is not only a popular colour for 
a car but also appears to be a good 
name for a vehicle. 

A number of owners call their cars 
Blue Boy, Bluebelle or Bluey, accord¬ 
ing to a survey of more than 24,000 
drivers by AA Driving School. 

Names beginning with B seem to 
be favoured, with other popular 
monikers including Betsy, Baby, 

Bess, Bessie, Brian and Bertha. 

Other less flattering names 
include The Shed of Dread, The 
Crudmobile, and Cactus Jack. 
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THE CORSA EXCITE 

1 YEAR’S INSURANCE*: 21-75 YRS FREE. 18-20 YRS ONLY £99 


Specification includes 16” alloy wheels, Bluetooth® 
connectivity, front fog lights, leather-covered 
steering wheel with audio controls, Morrocana trim. 


o°/. APR 


£399 £189 


REPRESENTATIVE 


FLEXIBLE PCP* 


customer 

deposit* 


per month 
over 35 months 



Go Vauxhall Chislehurst 


Go Sevenoaks 


Perry Street 
Chislehurst 
0208 2787325 


Station Road 
Edenbridge 
01732 423928 


Mill Road 
Kent 

01732 423954 



www.govauxhall.co.uk 


www.govauxhall.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall Corsa Excite: 
Urban: 44.1 (6.4), Extra-urban: 65.7 (4.3), Combined: 55.4 (5.1). C0 2 emissions: 120g/km. # 


*0ffer subject to availability at participating Retailers only. Personal Contract Purchase. Finance subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 years or over. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Offer includes Vauxhall Contribution. Customer 
deposit shown after deduction of Vauxhall Contribution. At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) Retain the vehicle: Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle, Corsa Excite 3dr1.0 £3,450, ii) Return the vehicle, or iii) Replace: Part Exchange the vehicle, where equity is available. 
We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. JFirst year insurance offer available on Corsa Excite only. All drivers must have held a valid full UK licence fora minimum of 1 year. All policies are underwritten by Ageas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance 
specific Terms and Conditions apply. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Drivers aged 18-20 will make a contribution of £99 to their premium and must agree to the fitting of a telematics box to the car: 
every 3 months, your policy will be reviewed and if you drive well, we will return part of this to you. The policy may be cancelled for consistently poor driving. Only available through ingenie. Offers apply to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only excluding 
B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. Offers available on orders or registrations between 8 October and 15 December 2014. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other 
non-tedinical factors. 


The Dacia 
Range from 

£5,995* 

You do the maths 


DACIA 

GROUPE RENAULT 







TWO YEARS 
RUNNING 



Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* 

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995 


Dacia Logan MCV = from £6,995* 

Logan MCV shown is a Laureate 12 16V 75 from £8,995 




Dacia Sandero Stepuuay = from £8,395* Neuu Dacia Duster = from £9,495* 

New Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4x2 from £13,495 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD 
MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 
0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

WESTMINSTER ROAD 
CANTERBURY CT11YY 
0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

HILTON ROAD 
ASHFORD TN231EW 
0844 822 7094 


WWW.MOTORLINE.CO.UK/DACIA 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Dacia range are: Urban 27.2 (10.4)-65.7 (4.3); Extra Urban 40.3 (7)-80.7 (3.5); Combined 35.3 (8)-74.3 
(3.8). The official C0 2 emissions are 185-99g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary according to 
driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Prices shown include delivery to dealer, number plates, 20% VAT, 12-month Government road fund licence and £55 first registration fee. Prices shown are Manufacturer's Recommended Retail Prices, which apply to new Dacia vehicles when ordered by 30 September 2014. 
Cars shown have optional metallic paint, available at an additional £495. 
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used car 

Buyer’s Guide 



KU59M 


Used car deals now more sensible 


B UYERS of second-hand 
cars had a tough 
recession. Already 
forced by budget and 
circumstance to buy 
used, their problem was com¬ 
pounded by high prices and lack of 
choice. 

Fact is, when fewer new cars are 
sold - as they were after the 
financial tsunami of late 2008/ 
early 2009 - that means less stock 
to feed into the used market after a 
typical vehicle’s initial three years’ 
ownership. 

The shortage of used cars for sale 
was then exacerbated by the 
previous Government’s ill-con¬ 
ceived scrappage scheme (March 
2009 to March 2010) when 
owners of cars more than 
10-years-old were offered £2,000 
by the Treasury and manufactur¬ 
ers to scrap their car and buy a 
new one. 

Some 400,000 cars - often 
better than old bangers that stayed 
on the road - were lost in this way, 
when many could have soldiered 
on doing a service to those on a 
tight budget. 

However, new car sales have 
recovered well lately due to greater 
consumer confidence and tempt¬ 
ing promotional deals, which 
means many good late-registered 


■ _ 


DRIVING FUN FOR LESS 

Enjoy the road with used cars 
like the Peugeot 3008 crossover 


second-hand cars have been 
filtering back into the market. 

The other good news on the used 
car front is that better reliability, 
regulation and care is available to 
buyers in this market. 

During the recession, franchised 


dealers had to rely on and improve 
used car operations, with many 
branded schemes upgraded to 
mirror the service given to new car 
customers. This in turn encouraged 
customer satisfaction polls, making 
brands and dealers keener to move 


up the rankings or simply maintain 
position. 

All of which suggests that now is 
not a bad time to buy used, as 
dealers become clogged with part 
exchange stock from a bumper ’64 
new registration plate change. 


uALLOU/EEN. 

TSJSS!!^— “ 


Visit us this weekend at: 

Motorline Ashford 

The Crescent 
Orbital Park 
TN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 822 7122 

motorline.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road 

Canterbury 

CT27RB 

Tel: 0844 822 7130 


Motorline Tunbridge Wells 

Dou/ding UL/ay 
North Farm 
TN23UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 



f /Motorline-Group 


f£500 saving available on new Toyota retail sales (excluding AYGO) when ordered between 17th - 20th October 2014. This offer can be used in conjunction with any 
TOYOTA other additional Toyota offers. Available at participating centres only. Free Halloween Pet Photoshoot is not included in this offer. 5 Year/100,000 mile manufacturer’s 

WARRANTY warranty is subject to terms and conditions. 
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Used Car Buyer’s Guide 


Diesel 


versus- 


petrol 


D IESEL has been the wonder fuel of 
the past decade or so. 

Once associated with commercial 
vehicles, it can now be found in 
luxury cars and even sports models. 
Diesels have also overtaken petrol as the first 
choice with UK new car buyers, but there are 
signs that the type is running out of puff. 

Its original appeal was the cheaper fuel, 
greater mpg and better low down pulling 
power of the engines, plus their ability to meet 
tighter emissions legislation. 


However, diesel fuel now commands an 
increasing premium against petrol and the 
cars cost significantly more to buy - new or 
used. 

Buyers rightly ask: “Will I ever claw that 
money back in fuel savings?” Diesel engines 
are also heavier, dulling driver enjoyment in 
smaller cars and wearing front tyres and 
mechanicals faster. 

Meanwhile, petrol power has hit back with 
smaller, lighter and cleaner engines with 
turbocharging for extra flexibility. 



IS DIESEL REALLY THE ANSWER? If you are buying a second-hand small car then a petrol 
model like this first generation Hyundai i30 may be cheaper to buy and own than a diesel rival 



Octavia (1998-present) 

IT was the car that announced how 
Skoda had turned its back on the old 
Communist era jokes and aimed, under 
Volkswagen’s guidance, to become a 
serious car manufacturer. 

Since then three generations of Octavia 
have proved to be great value, thoroughly 
modern for their time and dependable, 
with a choice of good engines and 
hatchback or handy estate, and even 
all-wheel drive versions that include the 


rugged, high-riding Scout model. 

As a brand, Skoda and its dealers usually 
head customer satisfaction polls - nobody 
makes those jokes any more. 

Used appeal 


Driving:. ★★★★ 

Image:. ★★★★ 

Space:. ★★★★ 

Value:. ★★★★★ 

Reliability:. ★★★★★ 

How green?:. ★★★★ 



14 14 CHEROKEE LIMITED 2.0 TD, Manual, Leather, Tru Blue EX DEMONSTRATOR 


SAVE UP TO £6,720 


ON A NEARLY NEW JEEP AT NORTHGATE 


“***TN. 




. . 


'wfisca 


MODELS 

14 14 COMPASS LIMITED 2.2 TD, Leather, Metr Grey EX DEMONSTRATOR . 

14 14 CHEROKEE LIMITED 2.0 TD, Auto, Leather With Glass Sun Roof, Cherry Red EX DEMONSTRATOR 


05 05 GRAND CHEROKEE LTD HEMI 5.7, Petrol, Leather, Silver.. 


64 14 WRANGLER OVERLAND 2.8 CRD, Auto, Leather, Grey, Available Soon 


EX DEMONSTRATOR 



NEW PRICE 

NOW 

SAVE 

..£25,600 

£18,995 

£6,605 

..£37,284 

£31,208 

£6,076 

..£35,620 

£28,900 

£6,720 


£6,590 



£32,185 



I LESS THAN 
6;000 MILES 
ON EVERY 
EX DEMO! 

CALL TODAY 
TO BOOK A 
TEST DRIVE 


Northgate Garage Ltd, Northgate, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1FW. Tel: 01227 829 930 


www.northgate-group.co.uk 


Vehicles are shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press. Mileage quoted correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, finance is subject to status. E&0E. jo430 
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CITROEN SELECT APPROVED USED VEHICLES 


We are delighted to be able to tell you that until 31 st December we will have access to some amazing vehicles and offers. 

During our Approved Used Event, Citroen Finance is offering a competitive rate of only 1 1.9% APR representive with Used Elect3 or used Conditional Sale purchases, And all 
financed cars and vans will include your next two consecutive services as part of your agreement. Thats a saving of £298 for a minor and major service. But Hurry, stocks are 
limited. 


MODEL 

COLOUR 

MILEAGE 

REG 

PRICE 

MODEL 

COLOUR 

MILEAGE 

REG 

PRICE 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 5-Door Hatchback 

Lipizzan White 

8,967 

GK12 XAV 

£5,995 

C3 1.4 HDI 8V (70 BPH VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Polar White 

5,305 

GK14SZF 

£11,495 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 5-Door Hatchback 

Carlinite Grey 

10,391 

YA12 UPL 

£5,995 

DS3 1.6 VTI 1 20HP DSTYLE Plus 3-Door 

Polar White 

10,928 

YP13 FKJ 

£11,495 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 3-Door Hatchback 

Lipizzan White 

3,569 

GK62 EOB 

£6,295 

DS3 1.6 VTI 1 20HP DSTYLE Plus 3-Door 

Obsidian Black 

9,067 

GL62 HYC 

£11,495 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 5-Door Hatchback 

Scarlet Red 

10,867 

SOI 2 KVA 

£6,295 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8V VTR+ 5-Door 

Arctic Steel 

6,101 

GF14 KTK 

£11,695 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR+ 3-Door Hatchback 

Lipizzan White 

12,649 

DS62 BWL 

£6,495 

C4 1.6 HDI 16V VTR PLUS 5-Door Hatchback 

Perla nera Black 

9,253 

GJ63 UHR 

£11,695 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR Connexion 3-Door Hatchback 

Caldera Black 

14,445 

GJ62 WDZ 

£6,895 

C3 1.4 HDI 8V (70 BPH VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel 

1,249 

GD14LPN 

£11,795 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 5-Door Hatchback 

Carlinite Grey 

9,674 

GK13 VEB 

£7,295 

C3 1.4 HDI 8V (70 BPH VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey 

2,115 

GDI 4 LPO 

£11,795 

C3 1.41 8V (75BHP) 5-Door Hatchback 

Polar White 

31,612 

GJ12 LKL 

£7,295 

C3 1.4 HDI 8V (70 BPH VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey 

2,114 

GM14FBU 

£11,995 

C3 1.41 8V (75BHP) VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel 

19,213 

GJ61 CZR 

£7,495 

C3 1.4 HDI 8V (70 BPH VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey 

<1000 

GM14FBV 

£11,995 

C3 1.4 HDI VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey 

33,519 

GK12 WZP 

£7,995 

DS3 1 6 E-HDI DSPORT Plus Airdream 

Polar White 

31,725 

SM12XKS 

£11,995 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8V Airdream+ 5-Door 

Thorium Grey 

18,531 

GL60 OFN 

£8,295 

DS3 1.6 E-HDI 110BHP DSPORT Airdream 

Polar White 

16,993 

YY12 UFV 

£12,295 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8V VTR+ 5-Door 

Cherry Red 

31,879 

KYI 2 NNH 

£8,495 

DS3 1.6 E-HDI 110 BHP DSPORT Airdream 

Shark Grey 

18,519 

RF62 DFZ 

£12,495 

C4 1.6 1 6V VTI (1 20 HP) VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey 

24,461 

GF11 YWC 

£8,495 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8V VTR+ 5-Door 

Inc Blue Metalic 

2,151 

GM14FBJ 

£12,795 

C3 1.2 VTI VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel 

5,802 

LY13 HVZ 

£9,495 

C4 1.6 HDI 16V VTR Plus (90HP) 5-Door 

Mativoire Beige 

3,546 

GD14LPU 

£12,995 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8V VTR+ 5-Door 

Shark Grey 

10,273 

GU62ZJK 

£9,495 

C4 1.6 R-HDI 16V (11 55BP) VTR+ EGS 5-Door 

Arctic Steel 

<1000 

GM14 FBF 

£13,995 

C5 2.0 HDI Exclusive (160 HP) 4-Door 

Arctic Steel 

50,513 

GL10XXM 

£9,495 

C4 Picasso 1.6 E-HDI 110BHP Airdream 

Nocciola 

8,611 

KM13ZXT 

£13,995 

C3 1.2 VTI VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel 

4,895 

GJ63 UJK 

£9,995 

DS3 1.6 E-HDI (90 BHP) DDTYLE Pink 3-Door 

Perla Nera Black 

<1000 

GM14FAF 

£13,995 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8V VTR+ 5-Door 

Shark Grey 

7,877 

HN13 OHO 

£9,995 

DS3 1.6 E-HDI 110 BHP DSPORT Airdream 

White Solid 

3,246 

KW63 AYX 

£14,295 

C4 1.6 HDI 1 6V VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel 

24,444 

WJ62 WCZ 

£10,295 

DS4 2.0 HDI 135 DSP/LE Hatchback 5 Door 

Babylon Red 

9,312 

GF14 KSV 

£16,495 

C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI (110BHP) VTR+ MPV 5-Door 

Nocciola 

28,837 

HK11 KVZ 

£10,295 

DS4 1 6 E-HDI 11 5 DSTYLE Hatchback 

Whisper Purple 

9,654 

GN14UDE 

£16,495 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8V VTR+ 5-Door 

Arctic Steel 

8,054 

GJ63 UJO 

£10,395 

DS3 1.6 E-HDI 110BHP DSPORT Airdream 

Arctic Steel 

6,101 

GF14KUB 

£17,495 

DS3 1.6 E-HDI DSTYLE Plus Airdream 

C4 Picasso 1.6 E-HDI 110BHP VTR+ Exclusive 

Sport Yellow 

Icare 

32,992 

26,018 

LG61 ROH 

GK61 NPE 

£10,495 

£11,295 

DS5 2.0 HDI 160 DSTYLE Hatchback 5-Door 

Arctic Steel 

10,191 

KM 6 3 KSZ 

£17,995 


CERTIFIED QUALITY OUTSTANDING VALUE 


• ONE YEAR'S WARRANTY • HISTORY AND MILEAGE GUARANTEES 

• 112 POINT PREPARATION • 30 DAY EXCHANGE SCHEME 

• THIS PACKAGE WORTH OVER £600! 


ciTROEn r selectj 

APPROVED USED 


BARRETTS CITROEN 01227 866266 

Westminster Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 1YYwww.barrettscanterbury.citroen.co.uk 
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CLIO DYNAMIQUE1.2 
TOMTOM, 16V, 75 3 DOOR 


CAPTUR DYNAMIQUE 0.9 
MEDIANAV 90, STOP/START 


• DIAMOND BLACK * 1,462 MILES 

• PETROL* ANTI-LOCK BRAKES 

• ALLOYS • CRUISE CONTROL 

• SAT NAV • FRONT FOG LIGHTS 

• ELECTRIC WINDOWS 

• RADI0/CD/MP3 PLAYER 

• BLUETOOTH 


YOURS FOR ONLY 

£ 13,250 


GRAND SCENIC DYNAMIQUE 
.5dCi TOMTOM 110 MPV5DR 


• OYSTER GREY METALLIC • 37,108 MILES 

• DIESEL • ANTI-LOCK BRAKES 

• AIR CONDITIONING • ALARM 

• ALLOY WHEELS • CRUISE CONTROL 

• SAT NAV • ON BOARD MONITOR 

• ELECTRIC WINDOWS 

• RADI0/CD/MP3 PLAYER 


YOURS FOR ONLY 

£ 9,500 


View our entire stock online at www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Motorline 

Direct Aftersales Booking Service 08700 112 218 

Licensed credit brokers, written quotations on request, Subject to status, a guarantee may be required. Models shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede any previously advertised offers. 


RENAULT 


There’s a 
Motorline Branch 
near you: 


Vauxhall Industrial Estate. Canterbury 


Tel: 0844 8227100 


A28 Chart Road, Ashford 


Tel: 0844 8227094 


MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 


Tel: 0844 8227112 


If you can’t find the 
car you are 
looking for? 

Tell us what you 
require and we will 
try to find it for you! 


AT MOTORLINE WE’VE GOT 

Kents largest 
Renault used 
car stocklist! 


Here’s just three examples of the great Renaults on offer! 


• WHITE • 10,000 MILES • PETROL 

• ANTI-LOCK BRAKES • ALARM 

• ALLOYS • CRUISE CONTROL 

• REAR PARKING AID 

• FRONT FOG LIGHTS 

• FRONT ELECTRIC WINDOWS 

• RADI0/CD/MP3 PLAYER 


YOURS FOR ONLY 

£ 6,500 


NOW ON 


The Canterbury Kia 

EX DEMO AND 
USED CAR SALE 

SAVE UP TO A MASSIVE £4,000 THIS WEEKEND! 


SAVE 

ypTb 

£4,000 



r* & - 



We've had an extremely busy 
September, massive amount of 
part exchange cars must go! 


I^IEJ 


CALL 01227 828210 TODAY 
AND FIND OUT HOW MUCH 
YOU COULD SAVE! 


Canterbury Kia 

1 Westminster Road, Vauxhall Industrial Estate, Canterbury CT1 1YY 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

on selected used cars 

SAVE UP TO £4,000 

on selected used cars 

7 YEAR WARRANTY 

on approved used cars 

Plus, over 60 reduced used cars on site to choose 
from, and we're offering top part exchanges so 
your current car could be your full deposit. 


01227 828210 


The Power to Surprise 


Terms and conditions apply, please see dealership for full details. Vehicles are shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, finance is subject to status. E&OE. 10417 
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Used Car Buyer’s Guide 



S MALL is beautiful and 
affordable in the current 
new car market, but what 
if you need more space for 
your family or an active 

lifestyle? 

That’s where the used market 
can help: for the same financial 
commitment as buying a new 
supermini you could get behind 
the wheel of something roomier 
and really quite interesting, such 
as a smart estate car, well specc’d 
up MPV (multi-purpose vehicle) or 
a chunky SUV (sports utility 
vehicle). 


aking an atemative view 


All three have been car market 
sales stars in recent years and more 
are coming onto the second-hand 
market now. 

The SUV was largely inspired by 
rough, tough 4x4 styling, but when 
drivers realised they simply weren’t 
using the full off-road capacity, the 
complexity was reduced and the 
SUV or ‘soft-roader’ was bom, often 


available in frugal front-wheel drive 
only form too. 

The MPV’s one-box style and 
height evolved from the need to 
carry the maximum number of 
people and their luggage; a sort 
of posh minibus for which the 
term ‘people carrier’ was quickly 
coined. 

The usual five or seven seats are 


also installed with flexibility in 
mind so they can be folded in any 
combination or even left flat, turning 
the MPV into a useful van. 

Not happy to leave it there, 
manufacturers then realised they 
could marry both types and add 
family hatchback driveability, to 
create the crossover. 

But not everyone is convinced by 


these newbies, so there has also been 
a revival of the estate car, not that it’s 
often referred to so humbly - sports 
tourer, ST and other variations are 
more likely. 

This is because modern estates 
are asked to say more about your 
active living. Indeed, many are 
described as ‘lifestyle estates’, where 
looks are often given priority over 
load-carrying prowess. 

Nevertheless, an estate is still a 
superior carrier to an equivalent 
hatchback and some versions have a 
higher ground clearance and 4x4 for 
limited off-roading 


HYUNDAI APPROVED USED CARS 


ilO 

2009 09 i 10 1.2 Style 5dr Blue Metallic, 41128 miles. 

2010 10 i 10 1.2 Active 5dr Silver Air Con, 33651 miles. 

2011 61 i 10 1.2 Active 5dr Grey, 27823 miles. 

2010 59 ilO 1.2 Style 5dr Capsicum Red, 31270 miles. 

2009 09 i 10 Comfort 5dr Silver, 12094 miles. 

2009 09 ilO 1.2 Comfort 5dr Red, 16629 miles. 

2011 61 ilO 1.2 Classic 5dr White, 10360 miles. 

2012 12 ilO 1.2 Active 5dr, 20300 miles. 

2011 61 ilO 1.2 Classic 5dr, 4500 miles. 

2011 61 i 10 1.2 Active 5dr Red, 5775 miles. 

2010 10 i 10 1.2 Comfort Auto 5dr, 31223 miles. 

2011 11 ilO 1.2 Active 5dr, 7700 miles. 

2012 62 ilO Active 1.2 5dr,16017 miles. 

2013 13 ilO Active 1.2 5dr, 9747 miles. 

2009 59 i 10 1.2 Comfort 5dr Automatic, 13797 miles. 

2012 62 ilO 1.2 Active 5dr, 6000 miles. 

2012 12 ilO 1.2 Active 5dr, 3750 miles. 

2012 12 ilO 1.2 Active 5dr, 9400 miles. 

2013 63 ilO 1.2 Classic 5dr, 2700 miles. 

2010 60 ilO 1.2 Comfort Auto, 7500 miles. 

2013 13 ilO 1.2 Style 5dr White, 2912 miles. 

2013 63 ilO 1.2 Active 5dr, 2056 miles. 

2014 63 ilO 1.0 SE, 3500 miles. 

2014 14 ilO 1.2 SE 5dr Blue SS Conn RPS, 989 miles. 

2014 14 i 10 1.0 Premium 5dr Grey, 1499 miles. 

i20 

2010 60 i20 1.2 Edition, 24500 miles. 

2010 60 i20 1.4 Comfort 5dr Blue, 23766 miles. 

2011 61 i20 1.2 Comfort 5dr Black, 27028 miles. 

2011 61 i20 1.4 Comfort, 20000 miles. 

2011 11 i20 1.4 Comfort 5dr Automatic Silver, 12493 miles 

2011 11 i20 1.4 Crdi Comfort 5dr Blue, 13219 miles. 

2012 12 i20 1.4 Comfort, 7700 miles. 

2013 13 i20 Diesel Classic, 18500 miles. 

2012 62 i20 1.2 Active 5dr White, 21614 miles. 

2011 11 i20 Diesel Comfort, 5500 miles. 

2014 14 i20 1.2 Classic, 2500 miles. 

2014 14 i20 1.2 Active 5dr White, 2123 miles. 

2013 13 i20 1.4 Style 5dr White, 9910 miles. 

2013 63 i20 1.4 Active 5dr White, 10625 miles. 


£4,495 

£4,795 

£5,295 

£5,295 

£5,295 

£5,495 

£5,795 

£6,000 

£6,200 

£6,295 

£6,295 

£6,795 

£6,795 

£6,995 

£6,995 

£7,000 

£7,000 

£7,000 

£7,000 

£7,000 

£7,295 

£7,495 

£8,500 

£8,795 

£8,995 

£6,000 

£6,295 

£6,795 

£7,000 

£7,495 

£7,495 

£8,000 

£8,000 

£8,495 

£8,500 

£9,000 

£9,295 

£9,295 

£9,995 


2013 62 i30 1.4 Active 5dr Manual Grey Metallic, 24730 miles. 

2013 63 i30 1.4 5dr Aqua Blue, 10545 miles. 

2013 63 i30 1.6 Diesel Bluedrive, 11000 miles. 

2013 13 i30 1.6 Style 5dr Satin Black, 7122 miles. 

2012 62 i30 1.6 Style 5dr Grey Metallic, 14308 miles. 

2013 63 i30 1.6 Diesel Active Automatic, 10000 miles. 

2013 63 i30 1.6 Diesel Sport, 7500 miles. 

2014 14 i30 1.6 Crdi Edition 5dr Silver, 2889 miles. 

2014 14 i30 1.6 Sport Nav Coupe Blueberry, 1566 miles. 

i40 

2012 62 i40 1.7 Active Estate, 33804 miles. 

2011 61 i40 1.7 Style Estate, 25061 miles. 

2013 13 i40 1.7 CRDi 4dr Style Blue Drive, 21181 miles. 

2013 13 i40 1.7 Premium Tourer, 16714 miles. 

2014 14 i40 1.7CRDI style estate, 6000 miles. 

2014 64 i40 1.7 Crdi Premium SE 5dr Estate Grey, 10 miles. 

iX20 

2010 60 1X20 1.6 Active 5dr Automatic Ice Blue 1 Owner, 14222 miles. 

2011 61 ix20 1.4 CRDi Active 5dr Silver, 23151 miles. 

2012 61 ix20 Active Auto, 15000 miles. 

2011 11 ix20 Style Auto, 18000 miles. 

2011 11 1X20 1.6 Active 5dr Auto Ice Blue, 7341 miles. 

2012 61 ix20 1.4 Style 5dr Red, 19336 miles. 

2011 11 1X20 1.6 Style 5dr Red, 5025 miles. 

iX35 

2010 60 1X35 2.0 5dr Premium Silver, 24430 miles. 

2014 14 1X35 1.7 Crdi SE Nav 5dr Ice lue, 1977 miles. 

2012 62 ix35 Premium 2.0 4x4, 17000 miles. 

2012 62 1X35 2.0 Premium 5dr Automatic, 15131 miles. 

2013 13 ix35 Premium 2.0 4x4, 10000 miles. 

SANTA FE 

2011 60 Santa fe Style Auto 5dr, 45472 miles. 

2011 61 Santa Fe 2.2 Premium 5dr 7 Seater, 28585 miles. 

2014 64 Santa Fe 2.2 Premium SE 5dr, 1560 miles. 

VELOSTER 

2012 62 Veloster Coupe 1.6 White Sport Auto, 11034 miles. 

2014 64 Veloster 1.6 Coupe Red, 10 miles. 


i30 

2010 60 i30 1.6 Comfort 5dr Satin Black, 36887 miles. 

2011 60 i30 1.6 CRDi Comfort 5dr, 25002 miles. 

2009 59 i30 1.6 Comfort 5dr Grey, 12550 miles. 

2011 60 i30 1.6 CRDi Comfort 5dr Automatic, 11228 miles. 
2011 11 i30 1.6 Diesel Comfort Auto, 26000 miles. 


£6,995 

£7,295 

£7,795 

£7,995 

£ 8,000 


OTHER MAKES 

2009 09 Coupe 2.0 Sill 2 door Grey / Red Leather, 38944 miles. 

2009 09 Nissan X Trail Aventura 5dr 2.0, 42297 miles. 

2012 61 Nissan Micra Acenta 5dr SatNav Auto, 17170 miles. 

2012 62 Ford Fiesta 1.2Zetec 5dr White, 9056 miles. 

2014 64 I load Diesel Van, 100 miles. 


CANNOT FIND WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR? 


.£10,495 

.£11,495 

.£12,500 

.£12,795 

.£12,995 

.£13,000 

.£14,000 

.£14,795 

.£16,795 

.£13,995 

.£14,300 

.£14,995 

.£17,500 

.£19,000 

.£26,995 

.£8,295 

.£8,395 

.£9,000 

.£9,000 

.£9,495 

.£10,300 

.£10,995 

.£14,495 

.£17,795 

.£18,000 

.£18,995 

.£19,000 

. £13,795 

. £18,500 

. £33,995 

. £14,495 

. £15,795 

.£6,795 

.£12,995 

.£7,995 

.£8,995 

£15,000 +VAT 


Call us now with your requirements, we source all manufacturer models, so why not put us to the test 


CANTURBURY SHOWROOM 

Westminster Road, Canterbury, 
Kent CT1 1YY 

01227 817555 



<B> MOTORLINE HYUnDHI 


Our used car package 

• 1 Year Manufacture Warranty supplied as a minimum with all used cars 

• 124 Point Workshop Inspection • HPI Provenance Check 

• 12 Months Breakdown Cover & Minimum of 6 months MOT 
(most of our cars have 12 months MOT) 

• Ask for a No Obligation Test Drive 


MAIDSTONE SHOWROOM 

Bircholt Road, Park Wood, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME15 9XY 

01622 624070 


www.motorline.co.uk/hyundai 
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Used Car Buyer’s Guide 


Buvina used: 


dos & don'ts 


pi accept the first deal on offer - be 

UU\ I L ready to haggle. 

check out the warranty - some cars 
with long original warranties may 
have several years remaining, while some 
brands often top up a used car’s warranty. 

an f j- fall for what seems like a big 
Ls\j\ I L bargain before you even haggle. 
It could be an unpopular engine or trim 
combination, or just as thirsty as your old car 
and will depreciate badly. 

pick a model that saves fuel, insurance, 
road tax and depreciation - it isn’t 
getting any easier out there. 


pv f J- be blinded by road tax-exempt 

Ls\J\ I L but expensive eco models though 
- check price, running costs, green credentials 
and the savings over your planned mileage v 
years of ownership, then compare against the 
closest standard version. Overall savings on the 
standard car may surprise you. 

assume a diesel will save - you 
LJ\J\ I L usually pay more upfront so you 
need to cover more miles to claw that money 
back in fuel economy, and the engines are 
generally heavier, which means more wear on 
front tyres and mechanicals. The fuel is also 
dearer at the pumps. In short - do your sums. 





EXTRA WARRANTY? Longer warranty packages mean a used car like this first generation Kia 
Picanto might still have much of its original seven-year/100,000 miles warranty intact 



DS3 (2010-present) 

PRESSURE was applied to those established 
retro stars, the BMW Mini and Fiat 500, when 
Citroen launched the sporty-looking DS3. 

By reviving the prestigious DS branding of 
the 1950s and 1960s the French marque said: 
“We have stylish heritage to call upon too.” 

Citroen also ensured its three-door 
supermini could match the Mini and 500 for 
customisation, with a catalogue of alloys, 
accessories and decals to complement indi¬ 


vidual looks, plus a centre pillar that made 
the roof appear to be floating, especially 
when enhanced by a different colour. 

Used appeal 


Driving:. ★★★★★ 

Image:. ★★★★★ 

Space:. ★★★ 

Value:. ★★★★ 

Reliability:. ★★★★ 

How green?:. ★★★★ 


MASSIVE USED CAR SALE 

NOW ON 


(61) 207 SW Active 1.4, 
(61) 207 SW Allure 1.6, ( 


Was 

Now 

Save 

£17,995 

£14,700 

£3,295 

£12,995 

£11,995 

£1,000 

£14,495 

£13,995 

£500 

. £7,395 

£6,995 

£400 

. £5,995 

£5,295 

£700 

. £4,995 

£4,795 

£200 

. £6,995 

£6,690 

£305 

. £6,995 

£6,795 

£200 

. £5,295 

£4,995 

£300 

. £5,990 

£5,150 

£840 

. £7,495 

£6,995 

£500 

. £6,995 

£6,200 

£795 

. £7,495 

£6,200 

£1,295 

. £7,990 

£6,990 

£1,000 

. £7,995 

£6,395 

£1,600 

. £7,495 

£6,995 

£500 

. £8,995 

£8,795 

£200 

. £9,495 

£8,490 

£1,005 

. £9,395 

£7,990 

£1,405 

£10,995 

£10,795 

£200 

£11,995 

£11,100 

£895 

£11,495 

£11,295 

£200 

£14,595 

£12,995 

£1,600 

£10,795 

£10,495 

£300 


(11) 3008 Exclusive 1.6Hdi M/M, 


(13) 2008 Active 1.2, White.. 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, CANTERBURY, CT2 7PX Tel: 01227 451791 www.motorline.co.uk 


Was 

Now 

Save 

.. £14,495 

£13,495 

£1,000 

.. £11,995 

£10,795 

£1,200 

.. £10,995 

£9,995 

£1,000 

.... £7,995 

£7,595 

£400 

.... £9,495 

£8,295 

£1,200 

.... £9,495 

£8,795 

£700 

.... £9,995 

£9,495 

£500 

.. £10,495 

£9,995 

£500 

.. £10,495 

£10,295 

£200 

.. £18,995 

£17,995 

£1,000 

.. £21,995 

£19,995 

£2,000 

.... £6,995 

£6,795 

£200 

.. £15,995 

£13,995 

£2,000 

.. £11,295 

£10,995 

£300 

.. £12,495 

£11,995 

£500 

.... £9,795 

£9,395 

£400 

.. £11,995 

£10,790 

£1,205 

.... £9,995 

£9,495 

£500 

.. £12,795 

£12,495 

£300 

.. £14,995 

£13,995 

£1,000 

.. £15,995 

£15,395 

£600 

.. £15,995 

£14,995 

£1,000 

.. £17,995 

£17,795 

£200 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
WITH IMMEDIATE SAVINGS 


Choose from our selection of pre-reg SKODA models available in stock 


Take advantage of our autumn savings on pre-registered SKODA models in stock this month 
at Motorline SKODA — the award-winning range is available for immediate delivery, so call 
today to book a test drive and guarantee instant autumn savings, 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


*Superb Estate 2.0 TDI140 4x4 Manual Tour de France - £28,490 on the road, pre-reg price from £23,190. Savings against RRP. Vehicles are 64-registered. Upon purchase you 
will be the second registered owner (vehicle will have Motorline SKODA as the first registered owner). Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Subject to availability. 
Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print, Offer available while stocks last, Cannot be taken in conjunction with any other offer. 
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jobs24.co.ui< 

IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 0845 671 4460 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



view 




LIBRARIAN 


(Temporary Cover) 

Number on roll: 
740 

37 hours per week 

40 weeks per year 

Kent Range 7 £20,878 to £23,752 pa 

Pro rata to £18,018 to £20,498 pa 

Type of School: 
11-16 Mixed 

High School 

Salary: 
Thamesview 
Qualified Teacher 
Scale 

We wish to appoint an enthusiastic member of staff to cover 
the role of Librarian while the post holder is on Adoption Leave. 

We are looking for someone with good ICT skills and a passion 
for reading to take an active part in the day-to-day running of a 
library. 

The successful applicant must: 

• Have good interpersonal and communication skills. 

• Be able to demonstrate a passion for and hands on 
approach to ICT. 

• Work with diligence and accuracy. 

• Be confident to work independently and multi-task 

• Be willing to undertake training. 

Closing date: 

6th June 2014, 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report in 2011 
and was rated ‘good’ in every category with some outstanding 
features. Thamesview is a new school build that benefits 
from innovative learning environments and state of the art ICT 
equipment. 

9.00 am 

We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences 
for our students and to supporting our staff through excellent 

CPD opportunities. 

Interviews: 

w/c 

16th June 2014 

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our 

HR Manager on 01474 566552 ext 1120 
or email k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk 


Closing Date: 17th October 2014 @ 9.00 am 

Interviews: Week Commencing 20th October 2014 


Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check via the 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). 

Thamesview School operates a no smoking policy. 

» © 

i 1 p,:.; . 

It ^ o Qiras 



Winter Gardens and Northdown House, 
Margate 

Assistant Food and Beverage Manager 

Full time, £20,675 per annum starting salary 

Business Administration Apprenticeship 

Full time, £100 per week 


Theatre Royal, Margate 
Internship opportunities 

Hartsdown Leisure Centre 
Lifeguards (NPLQ) 

Full time, £6.60 - £6.73 per hour 

Receptionist 

Full time, £6.60 - £7.05 per hour 

Reception Apprenticeship 

Full time, £100 per week 

Please check website 

www.vourleisure.uk.com 


or call 01843 868302 
to register your details. 
Closing Date: 

Friday 24th October 2014 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 

a 

0845671 4460 
and 

02084773720 

email 

appointments® 

kosmedia.co.uk 

J 






$ 

Westlands school 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME10 1PF 

A member of Swale Academies Trust 

Deputy Administration Manager 

£17,302 -£19,031 pa (£15,642 - £ 17,205 pro rata) 

School Secretary 

£14,526-El 6,468 (£13,132 -£ 14,888 pro rata) 

Required as soon as possible 

37 hours per week, over 5 days 

Term time plus 5 Staff Development Days and three weeks in the school holidays 

This successful secondary school is seeking two new members to join its effective and dedicated team of 
administration staff. The successful applicants will be resilient, accurate, and well organised. 

They will have had experience of working in a busy school office and be able to respond to the ever changing needs 
of such an environment. An extensive and working knowledge of Microsoft Office packages and SIMS is essential, 
along with NVQ Level 2 in Business Administration or equivalent. 

Duties will include providing secretarial support to the staff, answering enquiries via the telephone, minute taking and 
whatever other assistance is needed in order to provide support for staff, pupils, parents and other stakeholders. 

The ability to work effectively as part of a team and demonstrate a professional approach at all times is required. 

The Deputy will be responsible for the administration and recording of staff absences, 
staff training and of teaching cover during the day. They will deputise in the Administration Manager’s absence. 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

These posts are subject to an enhanced DBS check. 

The Deputy will support this commitment by becoming a DBS liaison officer, for which training will be provided. 

Ofsted 2012 - Outstanding 

Recruitment packs including a person specification and job description are available from Westlands School or online 
(www.swaleacademiestrust.org.uk). Please note that we cannot accept CVs without an application form. 

Applicants should also include a covering letter detailing how they meet the person specification. 

Closing date: 22 October 2014 (noon) 

Contact Details Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 

Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 

Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA - Headteacher: Mr S Cox MA 

Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 I=SJ 

Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME101JS 




General Vacancies 


Care Staff 



EARN EXTRA CASH 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


10-15 hours weekly in your local area 

NO CASH OUTLAY GUARANTEED 

Age 18-108 

tel: BETTERWARE on 01474 813196 


Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this section call: 



HMT Care Ltd are dedicated to the care of 
people with Huntington’s Disease and are 
looking for full and part time 

Permanent Support Staff. 


Qualifications are an advantage, NVQ or equivalent, but experience in residential 
care is essential. 


Responsibilities include ensuring all aspects of residents’ needs are addressed, comprising 
personal, nutritional, physical and emotional, social & leisure. 

Staff work within guidelines and care plans. 


Successful candidates will need skills that include empathy, 
sensitivity, patience, good listening and communication, using 
initiative as well as being a team member, good observation 
and attention to detail, being physically fit and commitment. 

A competitive salary, promotion prospects and accredited 
specialist training is on offer. 

Please apply to the Registered Manager, Rachel Shales, 
Monday to Friday between 10am and 4pm on 01227 373586 



0845 671 4460 and 020 8477 3720 

email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 



y Faversham Residential Home v 


To advertise in this section 

Care Assistant 


Q 

required, full time, to work on a rota basis, experience 


preferred. Domestic assistant required 5 days a week, 


0845 671 4460 

to work one weekend in 3. 


& 020 8477 3720 

For further details telephone 01795 532629 


appointments© 

N between 10am-4pm r 


kosmedia.co.uk A 
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oblic Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/keilt 


KOSMEDIA 


Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: app ointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.iobs24.co.uk/kent 


Folkestone 

i t < | 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/1077/SH - Dundas Farm Big Pett Elmsted Ashford Kent - 
Erection of a two-storey extension to the northwest elevation 
following the demolition of the existing single storey extension 
and link; erection of a two-storey extension to the southwest 
elevation following demolition of the existing extensions; 
alterations to the dormer windows; other external alterations. 
Y14/1078/SH - Dundas Farm Big Pett Elmsted Ashford Kent - 
Listed building consent for the erection of a two-storey extension 
to the northwest elevation following the demolition of the 
existing single storey extension and link; erection of a two-storey 
extension to the southwest elevation following demolition of the 
existing extensions; alterations to the dormer windows; other 
internal and external alterations. 

Y14/1086/SH - Frogdene Frogholt Folkestone Kent CT18 8AT 
- Works to trees situated within a conservation area comprising 
the felling of thirty one trees followed by the replanting of Thorn, 
Maple and Holly and various pruning works to fourteen trees. 
Y14/1084/SH - 9 Radnor Cliff Folkestone Kent CT20 2JW - 
Erection of a single storey side and front extension with terrace 
above, first floor side extensions, alterations to reduce the roof 
height, together with other external alterations. 

Y14/1081/SH - Westenhanger Castle Stone Street Westenhanger 
Hythe Kent - Retrospective Consent for the Tudor Kitchen, 
reinstatement of a missing porch, and construction of a new 
toilet block. 

Y14/1099/SH - 2 Granville Parade Sandgate Folkestone Kent 
CT20 3AL - Erection of a single storey rear extension, following 
removal of existing lean-to. 

Y14/0885/SH - 6 Douglas Avenue Hythe Kent CT21 5JT - 
Erection of single storey rear extension following removal of 
existing conservatory. 

Y14/1110/SH - The Old Wool Barn Canterbury Road Etchinghill 
Folkestone Kent - Felling of an Ash and a Eucalyptus tree situated 
within a conservation area. 

Y14/1122/SH -14 Prospect Road Hythe Kent CT21 5NL - Felling 
of a Hawthorn and a Yew tree situated within a conservation area. 
Y14/1094/SH - Folkestone Primary Academy Park Farm Road 
Folkestone Kent CT19 5DN - Construction of 125 dwellings 
(Class C3) following the demolition of the Folkestone Primary 
Academy (formerly Park Farm Primary School) being details 
pursuant to outline planning permission reference Y11/1132/SH 
(details relating to appearance and landscaping). 

Y14/1102/SH - The Thorn Stone Street Stelling Minnis 
Canterbury Kent - Outline application for a mixed use 
development comprising 1,720 sq. metres of Business (Class B1) 
commercial floorspace, 9 No. 4 bed dwellings and 5 No. 3 bed 
dwellings, following demolition of 3 former chicken sheds and 1 
industrial building. 

Y14/1066/SH - Aspen House West Terrace Folkestone Kent 
CT20 1TH - Proposed replacement of existing square section 
steel & glass balconies with new marine grade stainless steel 
316mm Handrail and upright supports together with toughened 
laminated glass balustrade. 

Y14/1019/SH - Flat 1 38 Bouverie Road West Folkestone Kent 
CT20 2RU - Installation of replacement uPVC front door and 
windows throughout. 

Y14/0967/SH - Elderbank The Row Elham Canterbury Kent - 
Erection of a garage and hobby room following demolition of 
existing garage. 

Y14/1091/SH - 35 Westbourne Gardens Folkestone Kent CT20 
2HX - Felling of a Sycamore tree situated within a conservation 
area followed by the planting of a replacement tree. 
Y14/1013/SH - Horton Priory Priory Lane Monks Horton Ashford 
Kent - Listed Building Consent for alterations to the 1 st and 2nd 
floors of north wing to form ensuite bedrooms, including creation 
of 2 new openings. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning® 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at http:// 
searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


NOTICE PURSUANT TO S. 27 OF 
THE TRUSTEE ACT 1925 

Surname Boorman 

First Name Edwin 
Middle Names Roy Pratt 
Date of Death 14 March 2012 

Last Address Redhill Farm, 339 Redhill, Wateringbury, 
Kent, ME18 5 LB 

Executors Mrs J. Boorman, Mr. H. Boorman and Mrs 
P. Dyson all of Redhill Farm, 339 Redhill, 
Wateringbury, Kent, ME 18 5LB 
Date for claims By 17th November 2014 
Legal Information 

Notice is hereby given pursuant to s. 27 of the Trustee Act 
1925, that any person having a claim against or an interest 
in the estate of any of the deceased persons whose names 
and addresses are set out above is hereby required to send 
particulars in writing of his claim or interest to the person or 
persons whose names and addresses are set out above, and 
to send such particulars before the date specified in relation 
to that deceased person displayed above, after which date 
the personal representatives will distribute the estate among 
the persons entitled thereto having regard only to the claims 
and interests of which they have had notice and will not, as 
respects the property so distributed, be liable to any person of 
whose claim they shall not then have had notice. 


Vigo Parish Council 
MAINTENANCE WORKS & 
LITTER PICKING 
ANNUAL CONTRACT 
April 2015 - March 2018 

Vigo Village, Kent 

Vigo Parish Council is looking for contractors for the 
Maintenance Works and Litter Picking of the communal land 
of Vigo Village, (a gross area of 55 hectares) including the 
Village Green. (Tree Work and Grass Cutting are not included, 
as they are covered by separate contracts). Tenderers will be 
required to supply their own equipment and include in their 
tender price the cost for all necessary labour and equipment. 
Examples of maintenance works include cutting back 
encroaching undergrowth at woodland and grass margins, 
leaf blowing of main paths in autumn, mowing and clearing 
of path margins, trimming/hedging shrubs, planting spring 
bulbs, painting metal benches and bollards, keeping paths 
clear from overhanging branches, daily inspection of Village 
and dealing with any issues that arise. This is not an 
exhaustive list. 

The Litter Picking Contract will include the cleaning of some 
public areas (bus shelter and play park etc), clearing and 
gritting some paths during snow and ice, as well as a daily 
seven day a week litter pick. 

The Tenderer can apply for the whole contract (maintenance 
AND litter picking) or separately for the maintenance works 
OR the litter picking. 

Initial expressions of interest are requested and must be 
received no later than Friday 24th October 2014. Tender 
documents will be dispatched week beginning 27th October 
2014 to selected tenderers with a return date of Friday 14th 
November 2014. 

The persons / contractors invited to tender for the above 
works will be expected to make a written application 
including the following information: 

■ Name of Persons/Company, trading address, telephone 
number and contact name 

■ Details of similar works/contracts carried out, including 
client, value and location 

■ Details of company structure and resources 

■ Names and addresses of 3 referees from whom a 
reference may be sought regarding the contractor’s 
experience and ability. 

The Clerk, Vigo Parish Council, The Bay, 

Vigo Village, Kent. DA13 0TD. 01732 823337 
vigoparishcouncil @ talktalkbusiness.net 


Kent SEN Trust 
Statutory Notice 

This is a proposal to form a partnership of schools by acquiring TRUST Kent-SEN. The schools in the partnership will be Bower 
Grove School, Foxwood School, Goldwyn School, Grange Park School, Highview School, Ifield School, Meadowfield School, 
Ridge View School, Rowhill Special School and Valence School. 

Notice is given in accordance with section 19(3) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 that: 

the Governing Body of Bower Grove School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Bower Grove School which is a community 
special school located at Fant Lane, Maidstone, Kent ME 16 8NL 

the Governing Body of Foxwood School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Foxwood School which is a community special 
school located at Seabrook Road, Hythe, Folkestone, Kent CT21 5QJ 

the Governing Body of Grange Park School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Grange Park School which is a community 
special school located at Borough Green Road, Wrotham Kent, TN15 7RD 

the Governing Body of Highview School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Highview School which is a community special 
school located at Moat Farm Road, Folkestone, Kent CT19 5DJ 

the Governing Body of Meadowfield School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Meadowfield School which is a community 
special school located at Swanstree Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 4NL 

the Governing Body of Ridge View School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Ridge View School which is a community 
special school located at Cage Green Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN10 4PT 

the Governing Body of Rowhill Special School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Rowhill Special School which is a 
community special school located at Main Road, Longfield, Kent DA3 7PW 

The proposed alteration in each case is to change school category from Community Special School to Foundation Special School 
and, together with one or more of the proposed partners, to acquire a trust established otherwise than under the School Standards 
and Framework Act 1998. 

Notice is also given in accordance with section 19(3) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 that: 

the Governing Body of Goldwyn School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Goldwyn School which is a foundation special 
school located at Godinton Lane, Great Chart, Ashford TN23 3BT 

the Governing Body of Ifield School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Ifield School which is a foundation special school 
located at Cedar Avenue, Gravesend Kent DA12 5JT 

the Governing Body of Valence School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Valence School which is a foundation special 
school located at Westerham Road, Westerham, Kent TNI6 1QN 

The proposed alteration in each case, together with one or more of the proposed partners, is to acquire a trust established otherwise 
than under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998. 

The proposed name of the foundation will be Kent SEN Trust and the proposed implementation date is 1st January 2015. The Trust 
does not already act as a foundation for any foundation or voluntary school. 

The proposed members of the Trust are: 

• Kent Association of Special Schools (1 Trustee) 

• The Co-operative Movement (initially represented by the Co-operative College) (1 Trustee) 

• Broomhill Bank School (2 Trustees) 

• Bower Grove School (2 Trustees) 

• Foxwood School (1 Trustee) 

• Goldwyn School (2 Trustees) 

• Grange Park School (2 Trustees) 

• Highview School (1 Trustee) 

• Ifield School (2 Trustees) 

• Meadowfield School (2 Trustees) 

• Ridge View School (2 Trustees) 

• Rowhill Special School (2 Trustees) 

• Valence School (2 Trustees) 

In addition, learners at each of the schools, parents, staff, members of the local community and local community organisations will 
be able to become members of the Trust. The Trust will have a Stakeholder Forum composed of members, which will be able to 
appoint some of the Trust’s trustees. As the Trust develops, it will welcome other schools joining. 

The ten named schools have long worked together for mutual benefit and the rationale for acquiring the Trust, the contribution it 
will make, and the direction it will provide to the schools can be summarised by its objectives, as follows: 

• To further improve outcomes for all our learners in all our schools, with a strengthened focus on school-to-school self 
improvement. 

• To support each school to become - and then stay - ‘Outstanding’. 

• To strengthen our ability to work collaboratively and co-operatively to enable our schools to grow, develop and improve 
together. 

• To formalise and further develop arrangements already in place for joint working, including support for innovation and research 
in teaching and learning by our colleagues. 

• To develop further the skills and expertise of staff across the schools to secure high quality teaching and learning for all 

• To further share resources and skills across the schools and investing in our staff and our organisational systems to increase our 
skills, experience and efficiencies 

• To further increase levels of aspiration across our school communities thereby impacting positively upon standards. 

This notice is an extract from the complete proposal. Copies of the full proposal can be obtained from any of the school websites 
or from any of the schools by writing to its Governing Body (address above) or by e-mail to: 

hhiggins @ highview.kent.sch.uk 

Within four weeks from the date of publication of this notice any person may object to or make comments on the proposals by email 
to the address above, or in writing to the Governing Body of the appropriate school (addresses above). 

13 th October 2014 


Garraway, Margaret 

Died peacefully at home on Monday the 6th of October 
aged 89 years. 

Wife of the late Fred, much loved aunt of Paul, will be 
greatly missed by all her family, friends and neighbours. 
Funeral Service will take place at Beckenham Crematorium 
at 11.15 am on Wednesday 15th October. 

Family flowers only please. 

Donations in memory to RSPCA, 
a box for which will be available at the service. 

Any queries to Uden’s Funeral Services 01689 822291 


To advertise in this section 

0845 671 4460 & 020 8477 3720 
email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 


MARINE AND COASTAL ACCESS ACT 2009 
1 ^ COCKLE FISHERY FLEXIBLE PERMIT BYELAW 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: The Kent and Essex Inshore Fisheries and 
Conservation Authority intends to apply to the Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs for confirmation of a Cockle Fishery Flexible Permit Byelaw 
to manage cockle stocks outside the area of the Thames Estuary Cockle Fishery 
Order 1994. 

During the period of 28 days from the date of the publication of this Notice a copy 
of the Byelaw and Impact Assessment will be deposited at the offices of the 
applicant, at the address given below and at www.kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk. 
Objections or representations concerning this notification should be made within 
28 days of the date of this notice to both addresses given below: 

Marine Conservation and Enforcement Team, Marine Management Organisation, 
Lancaster House, Hampshire Court, Newcastle upon Tyne NE4 7YH or 
ifcabyelaws@marinemanagement.org.uk 

Kent and Essex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority Paragon House, 

Albert Street, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9HD or info@kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk 

V_ J 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for Variation of Premises Licence 

We Mid Kent College of Higher and Further Education 
hereby give notice that we have made an application to the 
to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, 
Kent ME4 4TR for grant of variation to the premises license 
to add the New Pavilion Restaurant and Box Office area 
in front of the Hall/ Pavilion Theatre for the provision of 
licensable activities: 

Sale of Alcohol within the current approved hours for the 
premises namely 11.00- 24.00 - Monday to Sunday and 
Late Night Refreshment within the current approved hours 
for the premises namely 23.00 -00.30 Monday - Sunday and 
To amend the existing condition of the licence relating to 
access to the premises and to amend existing condition 
relating to college security 

In respect of the premises situated at Mid Kent College, 
Medway Campus, Medway Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 
1FN. A Copy of the application can be inspected at the 
Licensing Department, Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock 
Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR during office hours or on 
our website at www.medway.gov.uk/licensing. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation in relation 
to this application must give notice in writing to: Licensing 
Unit at the Council Offices or by e-mail to licensing® 
medway.gov.uk by 30th October 2014 or by telephone 01634 
337107 after which date no objections will be considered. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 
2003, to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in 
or in connection with an application for premises licence 
and the maximum fine on being convicted of such an offence 
is £5000. 

Stephen Thomas LAW, 

Solicitors for the Applicant, 8, Grassmere, Leybourne, 
Kent ME19 5QP 
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Sport 


In the second part of his interview with Kent County Cricket Club chief executive Jamie Clifford, 


So much change... but will 
the ends justify the means? 


I N trying to find reasons for 
years of, to put it kindly, sport¬ 
ing under-achievement, any 
number of people can come up 
with any number of ideas, how¬ 
ever far-fetched they might sound. 

In the case of Kent County Cricket 
Club, one of the more intriguing 
relates to the Band of Brothers, the 
shadowy-sounding organisation that, 
it has been rumoured to varying 
degrees, has held sway over much of 
what goes on at The Spitfire Ground, 
St Lawrence. 

A quick internet search tells you 
that they are, quite simply, a cricket 
club, but, given the opportunity to 
ask Kent chief executive Jamie Clif¬ 
ford quite what role they play at his 
club, it’s a question that has to be put. 

Perhaps it’s that Masonic-sounding 
title, but the mutterings persist. 

“They’re a wandering cricket club 
based at Torry Hill [south of Sitting- 
bourne] who play other wandering 
cricket clubs - they’ve got quite a 
large membership. You’d have to 
speak to others about the relationship 
between them and Kent in the 1970s 
and earlier, when it did seem strong. 

“In my 12 years here, though, I’ve 
not really noticed their influence. I 
think the social aspect would have 
changed so much,” says Clifford. 

“They have a tent during Canter¬ 
bury Week, but that’s about it. Over 
time it has changed - the history of 
the two clubs was once very close, but 
it’s not now. Honestly, it’s not a present 
thing at all. It goes back to Lord Har¬ 
ris, who was Kent cricket and the 
main player for Band of Brothers.” 

That mention of Canterbury Week 
brings to mind this year’s festival. To 
some eyes, it lacked the sense of 
occasion of recent years, when the 
ground, in the collective memory at 
least, was a riot of marquees, pen¬ 
nants and hops. 

“We were stuffed on it this year,” 
says Clifford. “We had one County 
Championship match and that was at 
the weekend. We play a lot more 
cricket than we used to, so there’s less 
focus on it. But it’s a piece of history 
you can’t invent. Other counties have 
tried it and it was a flop. 

“We had 11,000 people this year, 
which, given the scheduling, was OK. 
Not a great success but better than 
not having it. The tent frontage was 
no different, there was just a different 
configuration. People have nostalgic 
ideas of how it used to be, but often it’s 
just perception. 

“We’re still looking to maintain it 
as part of our future. Miss one year 
and until the end of time you’ll never 
get it back. 

“You have to balance being com¬ 
mercial with being traditional and 
there are points where you have to go 
with one or the other. If you’re not 
commercial, there’s no club. 

70 Week ending October 12,2014 




LOOKING FORWARDS: The chief executive believes the work done at The Spitfire Ground was wholly necessary 


Clifford’s stressing of the commercial 
side is familiar, but what about that tra¬ 
dition? Has too much been sacrificed? 

Few would argue, for example, that 
St Lawrence possesses the same charm 
it had before such a large chunk was 
sold for housing and the development 
of a Sainsbury’s store, above which 
sits the club’s admin offices. 

Even allowing for the modernisa¬ 
tion it has facilitated, does Clifford 
regret to any extent the development 
that has changed forever what was 
once widely regarded as one of the 
most attractive grounds in the land? 

“I guess it’s the price of change,” he 
says. “It was a pretty bleak scenario. 
We had no reserves or assets other 
than land and we had to get money in 
fast. What else do we do? It had got to 
the point where we had to do some¬ 
thing. All we had was land and the 
obvious thing to do was build on it. 

“So regret’s a strong word - you 
have to see it in context. 


“I accept that the impression is dif¬ 
ferent as you approach the ground, 
but once you’re in watching cricket 
there are trees on two sides and the 
Sainsbury’s is not visible. 

“You have to take all the factors 
into account - to go back in the books 
and see we could have just died a slow 
death. 

“It was self-evident we had prob¬ 
lems. The infrastructure was falling 
apart, the buildings were beyond their 
useful life and losses were mounting. 

“It was heading for an inevitable 
conclusion that was not pretty - we 
were in a bad way as little as four or 
five years ago. 

“We had to stem the losses and get 
control back. We had to be creative. 

“Even now it’s hard work and it 
wouldn’t be right to say it’s all smell¬ 
ing of roses. There’s a lot of hard work 
to do on all fronts.” 

For many of those who have 
watched their cricket at St Lawrence 


over the decades, its drastic change in 
appearance is still a bitter pill to 
swallow, however necessary it might 
or might not have been. 

That lovely avenue of trees that led 
up from the main entrance by The Bat 
& Ball over the road. Did they really 
have to come down? 

“They’re front doors now.” 

Surely they could have been incor¬ 
porated into the new development? 

“I wasn’t the architect.” 

It seems a harsh attitude to a set¬ 
ting that, if you caught it right, was 
close to idyllic, but Clifford defends 
what happened. 

“Those trees were rotten. An ex¬ 
pert put a spike in one of them and it 
was hollow. It would be unfair to say 
that every one of them had to go, but 
they weren’t in a good state.” 

Does he not at least agree that the 
design of the housing could have 
been more sensitive to a venue so 
steeped in tradition and history? 


“Bellway purchased the land from 
us. Once that had happened, it was not 
my place to say anything. Context is 
everything. Certain scenarios need 
certain interventions and that was 
the intervention we made. 

“We have plans to plant more trees 
back in the ground. We take our tree 
management very seriously.” 

Further plans had featured a gym 
and hotel, a place that could have 
tempted people to stay longer in the 
immediate area for the cricket, but 
they fell by the wayside to be replaced 
by a proposed retirement complex. 

It has been suggested this was a 
setback to a long-term business plan. 

“Not true. It was a straight sale of 
land.” 

Tradition in a very different form 
that departed St Lawrence in recent 
years was Albert Chevallier’s paint¬ 
ing of a cricket match between Kent 
and Lancashire at Canterbury, which 
was sold by the club at Sotheby’s in 
2006 for a reported £680,000. 
Again, Clifford views the move as 
beneficial, necessary even. 

“It was slightly before my time - I 
was at the club but not directly in¬ 
volved. It was the thing that started 
off the redevelopment project. 

“We’d reached the point where we 
couldn’t have it because of the insur¬ 
ance - it’s in the Long Room at Lord’s 
now. It wasn’t an asset here that eve¬ 
ryone could enjoy - I guess we were 
cashing in on something we didn’t 
have direct enjoyment of anyway.” 

Like it or not, much has changed at 
St Lawrence and there’s no going 
back, but we can address another 
persistent rumour: is there a plan 
lurking deep in the corridors of power 
to sell off the ground in its entirety? 

“I can look you in the eye and tell 
you no chance,” says Clifford. “It’s our 
home, the home of Kent cricket - it’s 
not something to be tossed away. 

“If that were the option, it would 
have happened a long time ago. I 
think people still value this ground as 
big county asset.” 

Indeed. But when is it going to host 
a winning side? 

Last week I began this interview by 
suggesting to Clifford that since 1978, 
when Kent last won the County 
Championship, they had subjected 
their supporters to the worst record of 
any club in the country. 

He wasn’t convinced but has since 
had the grace to accept that this was 
indeed the case, although Derbyshire 
and Northamptonshire share that 
undesired bottom rung with Kent. 

This is not a place or a time for 
point-scoring. The issue is how to get 
Kent out of this grinding catalogue of 
failure, but first you have to ask how 
it ever got this bad. 

“I’m not sure I would characterise 
it like that,” says Clifford. “It’s a good 
question, but difficult to answer. Only 
kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 


KEA 
















David Mairs discusses the radical new look of St Lawrence 



EYES ON THE PRIZE: 'For all the marketing schemes, people want to see a winning side,’ says Jamie Clifford 


the people involved can answer. It’s a 
culture - how do you go about attain¬ 
ing success? There’s no easy way - 18 
clubs are chasing success. 

“In the end we’re about being com¬ 
petitive. We have to find a way, use 
our resources and recruiting system. 

“We’ve had a change in the chair¬ 
man, in the chief executive and in the 
training staff. We’ve got a new man¬ 
agement team and a fresh perspective 
- we’ve come in with our own criteria.” 

“Cultures are interesting - ideas of 
success change from culture to culture.” 

“It’s becoming harder. There are 
differential salaries and clubs at Test 
Match grounds with bigger resourc¬ 
es, but one of those has just carried 
out a £32 million redevelopment and 
now has massive debt.” 

There are some at St Lawrence who 
are disarmingly quick to tell you how 
tough life is for non-Test-hosting 
clubs such as Kent and of a world of 
haves and have-nots, but Clifford is 
not one of them. 

“I don’t see it that way at all,” he 


says. “We’re about to have two cen¬ 
tres [Canterbury and Beckenham] 
and we’re moving towards a situation 
where we have no debt. 

“There’s no doubt that there’s a lot 
of talent about, but we have to find a 
way. I don’t see us as have-nots.” 

This season’s highlight was un¬ 
questionably the Royal London One- 
Day Cup semi-final appearance. That 
match was lost at Edgbaston, but the 
quarter-final was played at Canterbury 
and, given it was Kent’s first knock¬ 
out match there since a T20 play-off 
tie in 2009, a crowd of some 2,200 
could be viewed as disappointing. 

It’s in contrast to other provincial 
counties such as Somerset, where 
such an occasion would guarantee a 
full house. What will bring back the 
crowds to St Lawrence? 

“Winning. 

“For all the marketing schemes and 
bright ideas, people want to see a 
winning side. Yes, there’s social- 
media marketing and email cam¬ 
paigns and [commercial director] Pat 


Mellsop is doing a super job, but win¬ 
ning is the one thing that breathes 
life into all of that. 

“I know what the history of Kent 
means and I’m not accepting of where 
we are now. I feel the pressure of that. 
Without sounding pompous, I feel 
that’s what I’m here to do - to get us 
back to where we should be.” 

The question remains as to how the 
situation at the club descended to the 
point it did and it may be that the 
events that unfolded behind the 
scenes will never be fully revealed. 

Clifford talks a good game, without 
question, and my two hours with him 
in his office overlooking the St Lawrence 
sward pass swiftly and comfortably. 

His passion for Kent cricket rings 
true, but it is only when the club win 
trophies and earn their place back in 
Division One of the County Champi¬ 
onship - and go on to win it - that his 
work will be done. 

The wait has been too long. 

■ For an extended version of this 
article, visit www.kentnews.co.uk 


Cl* »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Nelson on the spot for Gills 
after returning from injury 


GOALKEEPER Stuart Nelson returned from 
injury on Tuesday night to take the star role in 
Gillingham’s penalty shoot-out win at 
Colchester United in the second round of the 
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy. 

It could hardly have been more memorable; 
not only was this his first appearance since 
injuring thumb ligaments against MK Dons in 
the first match of the season but he saved two 
spot-kicks and scored the winner in the 
shoot-out after the teams had reached full-time 
locked at 3-3. 

Brennan Dickenson, Bradley Dack and 
Antonio German scored for Gills and Drey 
Wright, Sanchez Watt (penalty) and Freddie 
Sears for Colchester in a tie that had seesawed 
throughout before Nelson settled the affair at 
4-2 in the shoot-out. 



SCORER: Stuart Nelson 







FRONT MAN: Shakey leads pack 


Shakey can 
take title No 4 
at Brands 

SITTINGBOURNE’S Shane ‘Shakey’ 
Byrne will look to become the most 
successful rider in the history of the 
British Superbike Championship at 
Brands Hatch next weekend (Friday 
to Sunday, October 17-19). 

He will go head to head with 
Japanese racer Ryuichi Kiyonari in 
the final Showdown event as both 
look for a record fourth title. 

Byrne has just a 12-point lead over 
Kiyonari, with a maximum score of 
75 points available in the triple¬ 
header. 

Race action is over both Saturday 
and Sunday, with spectators having 
the opportunity to get closer to the 
stars with a free-of-charge pit walk 
on Sunday. 


Kent miss out as 
weather wins day 

KENT lost their English Senior Men’s 
County Championship title in 
frustrating fashion this week as the 
weather had the final say. 

Having gone into the final day 
(Thursday) at Hindhead on level 
terms with Lancashire, both 
counties having claimed two 
victories, an exciting climax looked 
in prospect, but it wasn’t to be. 

Although the foursomes were 
completed, the singles were delayed. 
Some matches were started, but after 
a delay for lightning and heavy 
downpours play was abandoned. 

That meant that the six singles 
were declared halves, meaning 
Lancashire won 5-4, having edged 
the completed foursomes 2-1. 

Kent captain Mark Singfield said: 
“It’s disappointing for us. Sometimes 
you are on the right end of a rules 
decision and sometimes you are on 
the wrong end.” 

Ladies' game goes 
to Chatham Town 

GILLINGHAM Ladies’ match against 
Coventry City has been moved to 
Chatham Town because of an 
adverse weather forecast. 

It was feared that the newly-laid 
Priestfield pitch would suffer from 
two games in two days, especially 
with poor weather. 

Kick-off is today (Sunday) at 2pm. 


Is Charlotte your choice for the year? 


KENT women’s cricketer Charlotte 
Edwards could follow in the footsteps 
of the legendary Sachin Tendulkar 
after being short-listed for this year’s 
ICC People’s Choice Award. 


You can cast your vote either 
via the People’s Choice tab at 
www.lgiccawards.com or Twitter 
using the hashtags #Edwards and 
#lgiccawards. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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13 Plate 

Vauxhall Corsa usE5dr 


Amount 
of Credit 




Representative Example 

60 Monthly Deposit 
Payments 

£139 £139 


£8,479 


TotalAmount Representative 
Payable 


£8,3401 £8,479 I 0%APR 


SPECTACULAR 


SAVE 

OVER 


£ 7,600 


against cost when new; £16,115 



Voucher 

That’s right. Half Price Servicing on your Vauxhall 
Exclusively at FG Barnes Motoring Centre 
Lifetime Warranty re-activation Included 

Book yours today. Offer ends 31st October 2014. 


FG Barnes 
Motoring Centre 

^ Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


w 

mf Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
WI Kent ME15 9YF 
■J Telephone: 01622 755531 i 

www.fgbarnes.co.uk h 


EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER 
THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 




VAUXHALL 

Authorised Repairer 
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